WORD WAR III 


vs 


SS ss 


te : 


‘DON’T BUY A WORD PROCESSOR 
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Plug your ST in 
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Essential 10 page feature. Your | joe eT _ 
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DEGASART 3, SCREENBLASTER 2, 
SCREENEYE, TWIST 2, CALAMUS 
UTILITIES, MORTIMER, RUGBY LEAGUE 
COACH, ROBINSON’S REQUIEM 030, 
DYNABUSTERS+, DARTS 180, JET 
BIKE CHALLENGE, FAMILY TREE 2.1, 
IMAGELAB, ATARI MUSEUM, FALCON 
UTILITIES, TIFF DEMO, PLONKER, 
CRAFTY CRAZY CAPERS AND MORE! 
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Going: Saline The sesciniliiags and 
the terminology ® The costs and how 
to cut corners ® The hype and the | 
hope ®@ The latest and greatest 
software @ The essential hardware... 
In fact the whole damn Internet thang 


Your 
guarantee of 
value 


PUBLISHING 


THEN ASK YOUR NEWSAGENT FOR IT IMMEDIATELY! 


Q) 
See 
ded 
Cc 
Y 
S. 
© 
i = 
O 
VY) 
Y) 
QW 
YG 
O 
ai 
C.. 
= 
© 
shes 
< 
y 
= 
_ 


have. Ask for your personal quotation. Tailoring systems to your requirements is our speciality. 
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1.0/1.7/4.3 GByte 
- MiniS Hard Drives 


Cubase Audio v2. 
16 Track Direct to Disk Z “ — —— 


FDI ~ Falcon 
Digital Interface 


£239 inc. VAT 


wT 
= 


FA8 ~ Falcon 
| 8 Audio Outputs 
ae eae / £349 inc. VAT 
Falcon 030, 14Mb Memory 


Falcon 030, 4Mob Memory Falcon030,14Mod Memory - = 14"Mono Monitor 
14" Mono Monitor 14" Mono Monitor 1Gb AV SCSI Hard Disk 


8 Track Direct to Disk 


~270Mb SCSI Hard Disk 1Gb AV SCSI Hard Disk FDI and FA8 


— £999inc. vat £1899 inc. vat — £24 99inc. vat 


| 4 | _ Try it before you buy. 
Telephone (0181) 693-3355 to arrange a demonstration, or to discuss any questions you may 
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NVDI v3 


The fastest display accelerator now comes with 
the Speedo and TrueType scaleable font system. 
NVDI 3 is a highly optimised code, faster than the 
original. Get a faster display, comfortable font 
handling and faster printing for all programs using 
GDOS or SpeedoGDOS. Now you can use all those 
classic TrueType fonts from the PC or Macintosh. 


NVDI v3.0 including 8 Speedo fonts £49.95 
100 TrueType fonts on disk £39.95 
500 TrueType fonts on CD-Rom £49.95 


For update pricing, please phone. 
NVDI v2.5 will continue to sell for only £29.95 


“If you want a multitasking system that works 
simply and realiably, then MagiC Is for you.” 
ST Review, June 1994. 

MagiC is a full TOS replacement; a very fast disk 
filing system; has accelerated serial, midi and 
printing routines; and is, of course, a true pre- 
emptive multitasking system. MagiC Desk, a re- 
placement Desktop and a powerful command 
shell are included. MagiC runs on all ST, Mega and 
TT computers with 512Kb, but 2Mb is recom- 

mended for auseful working system. 
The Falcon versionis expected later this year. 


“It's like running an accelerator and getting 
the multitasking thrown in for free.” 


$T User, February 1994 
Magic (RRP £69.95) IntroPrice £59.95 
MagiC and Ease £99.95 
MagiC and Kobold £99.95 
MagiC, Ease and Kobold £139.95 


NB: Excellent with Calamus 5L. Compatible with Notator Logic, 
but not with Notater SL and not yet compatible with Cubase. 


PAK6S/3 (© 


The PAK68/3 turns your computer into a 32bit 
system using the 68030 processor A 32MHz 
clock, 32bit wide TOS and a 32kbytes cache will 
accelerate your system by 775% (Gembench 3.10). 
This is faster than the Falcon and the TT! Clock 
speeds of 40 and 50Mhz are possible. The use of 
recycled processors makes this upgrade very af- 
fordable without sacrificing reliability. 

A 32bit FastRam board and a colour graphic card 
adaptor are under development. 


PAK 68/3 board only, no CPU £249.00 
PAK68/3, 33MHz CPU, TOS2.06req. £299.00 
PAK68/3, 33MHz CPU and TOS3.06 £359.00 


PAK68/3, 33MHz CPU & FPU and TOS3.06 £399.00 
Please telephone to discuss your requirements. 


MAIL ORDER, 

Windsor Business Centre 
Vansittart Rd, Windsor, SL4 1SE 
Fax: (01753) 830344 


(01753) 832212 


‘Kobold \_ 


This high Speed File Manager gives unbelieveable 
speed. Copies 1000 files (10Mb) in 45sec (GEMDOS 
5:35min!). Use Kobold for backing up; formatting 
floppies (DD,HD,ED); move, copy and delete files; 
use the learn function to automate repetitive 
jobs. Ease calls Kobold automatically for all desk- 
top file and floppy operations. Runas ACC or PRG 


Kobold 2.5 (RRP £59.95) IntroPrice £49.95 


Ease ol 


Use your Atari with EASE. Replace the old Atari 
Desktop. This program could not be more appro- 
priately named. Right click replaces the double 
click. Iconize windows for instant access to 
groups of files. Ease is aware of multitasking and 
comes with a sophisticated Colour Icon Editor. 
Works on any 5T, all TOS versions, any display and 
graphic card. Price £49.95 


DeskTopper 


No space for accelerators, TOS boards, hard 
disks, graphic cards and PC emulators? Convert 
your Atari into a desktop computer with more 
space. Simply replace your plastic top with the 
DeskTopper and fit your keyboard into FreeKeys 
(or replace with a PC Keyboard using ATl-Key). For 
more information - ask for aDeskTopper leaflet. 
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Freeper, 

Desk Topper - ST(FM/e)/Falcon £69.95 
FreeKeys £39.95 
AT-Key £49.95 
Cherry Keyboard £29.95 


728 &128e @ | 
Tired of waiting for your computer? Then speed 
it up with a 28Mhz processor. The T28 accelerator 
is now available for STe and STFM computers. 
Compatible with Cubase and Notator Logic. 


T28 - with 64Kb cache for STFM/MegaST £179.00 
T28e - with 64Kb cache for STe £199.00 


Comming soon : The MultiBoard, a TO$?2.06 IDE and 
graphic adaptor with 2-8Mb memory expansion. 


SHOWROOM 


17-19 Blackwater Street, 
London, SE22 8RS 
Fax: (0181) 693-6936 


(0181) 693-3355 


SCSI Drives 
MiniS hard drives are full SCSI systems, hardware 
compatible with all Atari, Amiga, Mac and PC 
computers. They are unrivalled in size, low noise, 
speed, and style. 

The ST(FM/e) version comes with The Translator 
and a FREE copy of HD-Driver Software. Please 
add £20.00if you prefer the ICD Link ll adaptor. 


Essential Buy of 92% - ST Review Christmas ‘93 
Gold Award of 93% - ST Format Feb. "94 
Quietfan Internal Power Supply 100-240V 
2 Year Warranty Small (2.5x6x8.5") (WxHxD) 
DualSCcSiPort Device Number Switch 


TT/Falcon ST(FM/e) 

40Mb IBM --- £199.00 
£209.00 

170Mb Quantum £259.00 £299.00 

270Mb6 Quantum £299.00 £339.00 

340Mb Quantum £329.00 £369.00 
540Mb Quantum £399.00 

£739.00 

1Gb AVY = Micropolis £799.00 £839.00 

£1039.00 


4,.3Gb Micropolis £2499.00 £2539.00 
For heavy duty Pra Cases with 60W Power Supply, add £50. 


CD Rom drive systems complete with ExtenDOS, 
for the Falcon withSCsiliCable,orTT £289.00 
for the ST(FM/e) with Translator £339.00 


Multi-sessionDrive Photo CD compatible 
DoubleSpeed Nocaddies Plays Music CDs 
DualSCSIport Headphone socket with 

Yolume control Stereo Phono connectors 


ExtenDOS v1.2x (CD-Rom Driver) £29.95 

ExtenDOS Prov? with music CDplayer £39.95 
- Atari Mega Archive, Volume 1, Sept 94 

1.9 Gigabytes of Compressed Data (UK) 


Bernd Lohrum Vol1 (German) £24.95 
Bernd Lohrum Vol 2 (German) £24.95 
Gemini (Atari PD/Shareware) (US) £24.95 
Clip Art Cornucopeia £24.95 
Clip Art Extravaganza £49.95 


syQuést ¢4 
SyQuest removable media offers fast and 
secure storage. Ideal for backing up, or as a main 
drive. Imagine all your music files and software on 


one cartridge, and all your DTP files on another. 
105Mb Drive, 14.5ms, inc. 1cartridge £399.00 


105Mb / 270Mb Cartridge £54.95 /£69.95 
128Mb Magneto Optical Drive £699.00 
230Mb Magneto Optical Drive £799.00 


128Mb/ 230Mb MOCartridge £29.95/ £49.95 


Prices include VAT and may change without notice - UK P&P £3.95 - Multiple or large items, add £10 courier. EXKOE 


With two service centres and Atari trained engineers at your service, 


the Atari Workshop is now Atari UK’s preferred and recommended 


service agent. Need it back ina hurry? Ask for our next day ProService. 


Callus for estimates and to discuss your upgrade requirements. We fit all 


quality upsrade products. Ask for our Courier collection and delivery. 
Call Windsor on(01753) 818816, or Londonon(0181) 693-1919. 


WORKSHOP 


System Solutions and the Atari Workshop are tradenames of Brandt Fernandes (Europe) Limited. Company registered in England 2612998. 
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The three biggest word processors — head to 
head. Protext 6.5, That’s Write 3 and Papyrus 
Gold. Find out which one’s for you on page 28. 


PYRUS rie Att Text Style Special Obje ud TEN Options 


page 
Hornal 
Printer resolution “> 


-Everyone’s talking about it. Hook your ST up 
to the Internet and you'’ll be amazed what you 
find. Follow our in-depth guide — page 15. 
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: hwy WY He’s gone but not forgotten. PROGRAMS 


p= Clive Parker answers your ST ON DISK paste oT aa eas 
questions on page 60. ¥ TURN TO PAGE 6 FC 
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FEATURES 


Yep, you can take part in the global revolution too. All 
you need is your ST, a modem, a phone line, a little cash, 
Clive's in-depth step-by-step guide and Jots of coftee. 
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45 DEGASART 3 
Got Degas? Still can " “t draw? Give this a try. Then throw 
it away and use the Grafix on our Cover Disk instead. 


28 j 46 PUBLIC SECTOR 
ae — eg eaastartle s He : oes Lig ee The man tapped on the glass. The rain Deep breath. There’s Dynabusters+, Darts 180, Jet Bike 
0 3 @ 2 = Mtge 
ek ee * Ws tes 0 ‘ et iia ; a ok ap lashed as she opened the window. “‘Here Challenge, Family Tree 2.1, ImageLab, Atari Museum, 
attle of the WPs. It's not pretty, Dut it is | they are,” he said. “The reviews.” Falcon Utilities and The TIFF demo. Blimey. 
fa J = LJ 
68 INTERVIEW: 20 ONNECT INDIES 
The programmers of Team, the great new soccer game at as 50 INDIES ‘ 
that Nick and Trent just can’t wait for, talk to us about, a want to get on to the Internet you're going to Plonker and Crazy Crafty Capers. Says it all really. 
ooh, everything. You won't believe the things they said. need some comms software. Luckily for us... SA Se eA 
21 FLASH 52 RUGBY LEAGUE COACH 
.. we've managed to get hold of two brand new comms Trenton gets in a gratuitous Tongan mention. 


70 TUTORIAL TIME: 


software packages this month - Flash and CoNnect. 


23 SPEEDCOM FAXMODEM 
It's fast, ae and i in a sleek black case. It's got 
flashing lights on the front. Yup, it's a modem. 


- SOn'SsS RE a LI 7 | TT, 
54 ROBINSON'S REQUIEM 030 


fn B 


How DO you use Personal Pascal? All the secrets The Falcon version of this fabulous iene 


revealed by Simon, our programming maestro. 
56 ST FORMAT ARCADE 


Oe 


74 TUTORIAL TIME: 35 om lIORTIMER ¥ ; Cue tacky eighties music. "D'you remember all those 
.. (snigger) No, no, it's a... (furious, muffled giggles) great old games, Trenty?” “Yeah. Tetris, Jetpak, 
How DO you use GFA Basic? Sorry, completely crap gag. Hmph Thwack. Sorry. It's a Desktop butler. Really. Dropzone - gameplay over graphics. Great.” Sigh. 


Simon tackles your programming education. 36 SCREENBLASTER 2 
You've got a Falcon. There isn’t enough room on 
your Desktop, Get this, and you can increase your 


resolution by scary amounts. 


38 SCREENEYE 
Scroenblester sounded like it should have been a 
video digitiser, but it isn't. ScreenEye, just to really © 
confuse you, is. ’ 


B Robinson‘’s Requiem 030 - can the Falcon-only version be 
as good as the ST version? Explore page 54 to find out. 
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@ Relive your misspent 
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ae | ae . youth. Load up Jetpac for 40 TWI IST 2 
oe Sey Gi some quality nostalgia. Despite its name, this is in fact a fabulous little 


database. A fabulous, quite ile database, in fact. 
43 CALAMUS UTILITIE 


Now that's more like it. Nice, literal product names. 
These are Calamus utilities, designed to enhance 
your use of the Calamus range of DTP packages. 
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CHANGE A CHARAUI=ME mY P=AAANCE, a 
ALL TEESE EFEADS HAVE THE SANE 6 agi ; . . : : 
CONSTRUCTION AND FEATURES. == Once again, Nick Peers introduces... The Cover Disk! 39 
Crammed with software for your delectation. : 
Lots of small but very, VERY important words. There's 
11 stuff buried in here that even we haven't seen yet. 
fixe More news than it's decent to print. Scurrilous gossip, 
2 <a ~¥ outright lies, provocative rumours. Just a few true 83 ; oe 
= 1“ @ ; 4 stories. ‘Atari win in Sega battle shock!" ‘Stardust to a ag tog athe asc just gle you 
hock! i now. Oh no. We'd proba et arrested. 
xs ae ., be released soon shock!’ ‘Atari shows to go ahead p v9 
a a shock!" ‘IDS change phone number shock! 85 
 Megees wr. ay 538 “Turn to page 85 if you missed it.” Or your chance to 
at 9 Go on. Think of all those millimetres of shoe leather grab hold of some classic ST FORMATs. 
td i you'll save not having to walk to the shop every month. 
@ Arrow bunging fun is yours with — f S6 
Darts 180. It's safer, faster and does : 60 In which Trenton gets possessive, offended, amused, 
the tricky subtraction as well - wow! More ST Answers than a man eat. This month Clive anarchic, tetchy, and verbose. Follow the emotional 
Parker takes up the challenge, once again. ups and downs of the ST world. If you can. 
°F | 78 90 
A FU LL COVER DISK G Ul DE “If at first you don’t succeed..." Gosh, | wonder if that The one page of the issue where our publisher allows 
z | line's ever been used in a Gamebusters intro before? us to be funny. We try, and fail. 
Production control asst Suzannah Angelo-Sparling ramps sr ae rg ie are SEN el Your guarantee of value We have a cast-iron policy of editorial independence an | 
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Grafix 
Exclusive demo of IDS‘ forthcoming 
art tutorial program. Start learning 
how to use your ST's powerful 
graphical capabilities. 

Uncompressed size: 511K 


Jetpac 


of memory is required. 
Uncompressed size: 289K 


Uncompressed size: 134K 


Arcade Classics 


Uncompressed size: 95K 


MONTHLY MENU 


By: IDS 

Machines: All STs 
Memory Needed: 512K 
Resolution: Low 
Uncompressed Size: 511K 
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you will enjoy discovering how to 


gets you going with the basics. 
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ST FORMAT ISSUE 65 


-—FARACTER REMAINS ° 
0 LTTES WHAT “ BOSITT OS TEE HEAD 
IS IN.KEEPING THE HEAD CONSISTENT 
ENABLES TOU TO DRAW THE SAME CHARACTER 
OrEe, ful. EN=Sh AGAIN KITEOUT LOSING 


Blast aliens and refuel your space- 
ship for no other reason than 
because you can. Note that 1MByte 


Dr Fox's Football Annual 
Make your fortune with this statis- 
tical database and prediction.demo 
featuring the four English leagues. 


Three more blasts from the past 
that run on any ST (but not all at 
once). Relive Dropzone, Tetris and 
Breakout and remember life as it 
used to be. When it was great... 


- Even the best art 


eS ° .« packages always fall 
neal down on one simple 
thing — teaching the 

_ graphically chal- 


lenged among us 


i 


B Ah, those amateur surgeons among 


attempt reconstructive surgery. Grafix 


CAH SEE 
CHARACTER‘’S EXPRESSION EF 
THE HOUTH. 
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how to draw neat little 
pictures in the first place. 
Grafix aims to fill that 
void, and it’s all thanks to 
those great people from 
IDS. This is an exclusive | 
ST FORMAT demo of the 
forthcoming 
(look out for a review ina 
future issue), 
tains the modules that 
detail how you go about 
creating basic and shaped heads, 
facial features and animation. 


HOW TO 


Slingshot 

Launch programs easily and with 
the minimum of effort with this 
excellent piece of shareware. 

Size: 31K 


Font Edit 2.5 

Change your Desktop font into 
something more exotic, mysterious 
or even just readable. 
Uncompressed size: 72K 


TinyPrint 

Cram loads of text on to one piece 
of A4 paper with this excellent util- 
ity all the way from the USA. 

Size: 42K 


Timezones 

Find out whether now is such a 
good time to ring Aunty Ada on 
holiday in Australia with this nifty 
little Desk BCCOREORY: 

Size: 28K 


Menu 
If you want to use any of the pro- 
grams on this month's disk, you're 


release 


and con- 


going to need the Menu program. 
Just double-click on STF_65.PRG to 
get started. 

Size: 10K 


Backup 

Protect that little piece of history in 
your hands (the Cover Disk you | 
idiot, not the peace agreement 
between the United States and old 
Soviet Union) with this indispens- 
able utility. 

Size: 12K 


Once you've decom- 
pacted Grafix to a blank 
disk using the menu pro- 
gram, re-boot your ST 
with Grafix in Drive A, 
and the program will 
automatically load from 
there. It's a simple point- 
and-click affair, and you 
really can't go wrong 
(well, | didn’t, which is 
saying something). Each 


tutorial shows you how each ele- 
ment is constructed and provides a 
basic walkthrough of how, for 


CHANGE A 
CHANGING 


@ Now if only your emotions could be controlled just by redrawing your own 
mouth. Sorry, bit of a profound thought there. Been a bit of a month, really. 


8 Grafix offers to teach you just about 
everything there is to do with drawing. 
But dithering? Why would anyone want 
to learn about time-wasting? 


example, different shaped heads 
are put together. 


The animation tutorial even 


includes sections where you can 
see the animations themselves. 
There's something horribly cute 
about seeing a pair of disemboa- 
ied legs walking along on the spot, 
or am | just sick? 


Grafixly speaking 
As the screenshot of the menu 
shows, the full version of Grafix 


will feature wonderful tutorials 
ranging from the rest of the 
body through to specific artistic 
techniques like perspective, 
dithering and sprites. It will also 
include an art package specially 
designed to enable you to create 
your own pictures using the 
tutorials provided. So 

now you've got — 
no excuse for Acayp 
not exercising 

your artistic 

potential. Send 

your creations into | 

us at: Pixel Painting, =a 
ST FORMAT, 30 Mon- 


mouth St, Bath, Avon, BA1 2BW. 


Now we've made it really 
easy for you to copy and 
extract programs from 
our Cover Disk. Just fol- 
low the ten steps below 
and make sure you have 
some blank formatted 
disks ready. 

We've assumed a 
double sided, single 
drive system in medium 
resolution for these 
instructions. If your ST 
is in low resolution then 
switch to medium 
resolution using the 
Preferences command in 
the Options menu at 


the Desktop. 
[7] drive and double-click on 
the STF_65.PRG icon. Wait 


for the ST FORMAT logo to appear 
and press any key. 


Put the Cover Disk in the 
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After a short time a menu 
screen appears with some 
instructions at the top of 


By: Pete Whitby 
Machines: All STs 
Memory Needed: 1MByte 
Resolution: Low 
Uncompressed size: 289K 


Tears filled everyone’s eyes in 
the ST FORMAT office when we 
found this litthke gem lurking in the 
archives. If you've ever owned a 
Spectrum or Commodore 64 then 
you must have played this game 
and loved it. It's one of those mad- 
deningly addictive games that has 
no real purpose (build your space- 
ship, kill the aliens, fuel your 
spaceship, take off, go to next level 
and do it all again) other than to 
enable you to vent your frustra- 
tions after a hard day of doing 
whatever it is that you find particu- 
larly taxing. 

The author has left the basic 
game well alone, concentrating on 
improving the graphics and sound 
and adding loads of extra levels 
(there are fifty in all). To play, you 
must first put the three bits of your 
spaceship together by picking 
them up and carrying them over 

the launch site 
where they 


arr 


oe | 


the screen and a list of programs in 
the centre. Check the text at the top 


of the screen for any other special 
instructions. 


Use the up and down arrow 


keys on the cursor keypad 

to select the program you 
want to copy or extract and press 
the [Return] key. 


After a few seconds a mes- 
Sage appears asking you to 
select the destination disk 


for the program. Press any key and 


wait for the file selector to appear. 


When the file selector 
appears select Drive B as 
the destination, even if you 


only have a single-disk drive. If you 


own an STFM with TOS 1.02 you 
should select the command line by 
clicking on it with the mouse, and 
replacing ‘A:\' with “B:\’. Do not 


press [Return] or click on OK at this 


point — click on the Close Box icon 
in the file selector instead. 

An alert box appears asking 
you to put Disk B into Drive A—-do 
so and then click on OK. When the 
alert box vanishes click on the OK 
button in the file selector. 


[el 


automatically fall into 
place. Once done you 
then pick up the fuel 
pods and drop them in 
exactly the same spot 
as your ship, all while 
avoiding {or blasting) 
the aliens that wander 
at will around the land- 
scape. There are even | 
bonuses, such as gold | 
bars, which can be col- & 
lected to boost your 
points score, while you can also 
pick up a bubble that makes you 
indestructible for a time. 


The alert box now asks you 
to put Disk A into Drive A. 


Jet away from it all 
Those aliens that get in your | 
way come in a variety of 
shapes and sizes. The earlier 
ones are easy to destroy — 
one hit and they self-destruct 
on hitting the floor or plat- 
form. Later aliens are more f¥¥ 
cunning and impervious to F&F 
your firepower, and you'll | 
soon find yourself desper- 
ately trying to prolong your exis- 
tence in what seems an impossible 
situation. Jetpac may be easy to 
get into, but completing it is 
another matter. 

Jetpac is part of the Budgie 
UK collection, the first ever 
licenceware scheme, whereby PD 
libraries who distribute their soft- 
ware charge a slightly higher fee 
for each program (usually around 


B Now | don’t want to cause unnecessary 
panic, but | think you're in the wrong 


place there, me laddo. It's all a 
case of survival, see. 


GULUED E'S: COVER cee ween ra 


Do so and click on the OK button. 
After the box vanishes press any 
key and the menu program loads 
the program you have selected into 
memory. An alert box tells you to 
put Disk B in Drive A. Put your 
blank disk into Drive A and click on 
OK or press [Return]. 
your blank disk and auto- 
matically makes any folders 
it may need. If the file is com- 
pressed then the Menu program 


automatically unpacks it, then 
deletes the compressed file. 


The program is copied to 


Some compressed files may 
be contained in more than 


one segment. Follow the on- 


screen instructions and keep swap- 
ping disks when requested. 


You finally come to a mes- 
sage telling you that the 
program has been trans- 
ferred. Press any key to return to 
the main Cover Disk menu. 
the Cover Disk menu you 
can select another program 
to decompress, or press the <Esc> 
key to quit the Menu program and 


return to the Desktop. It’s as simple 
as that, honest! 


When you have returned to 


8 This neat little picture accompanies 


each new level of Jetpac. This is in fact 
level ten, but the screenshot didn’t 
come out right. Honest! 


8 it's the mark of a great machine if 
there's a version of Jetpac for it. The 
ST has one (obviously), as does the 
Spectrum and Commodore 64. The 
Dragon 32 however... 


£3) so that Budgie can send a 
small amount of the money per 
game sold on to the authors. 

You can see the quality of 
Budgie games in Jetpac, and there 
are loads more available from all 
good PD libraries, details of which 
are contained in the libraries’ cata- 
logues (turn to page 48 for a full 
list of libraries). Go on — you know 
you won't regret it! 


By: Various (see below) 
Machines: All STs 
Memory Needed: 512K 
Resolution: Low 
Uncompressed size: 95K 


Even more tears flowed 
when these three classic games 
were played for the first time. 
Blaster, Tetriside and Breakanoid 
serve to remind all those horribly 
complicated games like Civiliza- 
tion and Robinson’s Requiem that 
games don't necessarily have to 
involve constant reference to the 
manual to be fun. 

Blaster is a Dropzone clone 
— run around blasting the aliens 
before they capture those 
humans stupid enough to be 
standing around waiting to be 
abducted. Once you've blasted 
the aliens you must grab the 
humans and return them gently 
to earth (or shoot them if you 
don't like scoring points and have 
a mean streak). 

Tetriside is, surprisingly, a 
Tetris clone. The main advantage 
of this version is that two people 
can play simultaneously -— one 
using the keyboard and the other 
a joystick. Full details of how to 
play are enclosed in the read-me 
file, but it’s not difficult. 

Finally, Breakanoid is a 
Breakout clone with no frills. Use 
the mouse to move your paddle 
left and right and hit the ball back 
into the bricks with the ultimate 
aim of removing them all. Some 
require more than one hit to be 
destroyed and, er, that's it really. 

50 there you are. Just use 
the Menu program to dearchive 
the three games together and 
you'll soon be able to relive those 
golden days of yesteryear when 
the sun shone for longer, you 
could leave your front door open, 
life... (Oh shut up! - Everyone.) 
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B Oh dear! Tetriside gives you yet 

another excuse for putting lifelong 
friendships under severe pressure. 
Er, if you have any friends, that is. 


| 
- 
i | 
; 
: 
i 
i 
: 
G 
| 
“tt 


ote se eb 


page 
= 


— fom 
ISSUE 65 ST FORMAT Bm 


= 


m= COVER 


* SLINGSHOT 


my liptrons 


~~ | Another Tear icord of Birninghan Cit 


== 4 


DIS K 


,— —" = 


By: Artisan Software 
Machines: All STs 
Memory needed: 512K 
Resolution: Any 

Size: 31K 


If you have a disk or hard drive 
full of folders and cleverly hidden 
programs, you'll find Slingshot is a 
gift from heaven. Simply boot 
SLINGSHOT.PRG and you'll 
instantly be able to swiftly access 
any selected programs with the 
greatest of ease. Just click on an 


Agshoi™ oi? 
RESOLUTION: 


DR FOX’S 
FOOTBALL 
ANNUAL 


By: Dr Fox 

Machines: All STs 
Memory Needed: 512K 
Resolution: Medium/ High 
Uncompressed size: 134K 


Hurrah! According to Dr Fox, 
this program will help you chart 
Birmingham City’s ‘triumphant 
return to First Division football. 
Unfortunately, what it won't do is 
actually secure that globally- 
awaited event. 

For the small minority of foot- 
ball supporters that don't follow the 


Season 1994/95 (eee 


OST RECENT KESSEL TS 


Bate 


Detue OFPoeesl 


SAlgreay 18th September Avey Geford Waited 
Tuesday 1Sth September farey Rotherham Wai ted 
Sunday 16h Sep lenber Home Pelerbordugn @ni led 
Satardey 24th Seplenber Heme Hell City 

Satareey ial Beteher ny Urenen 

Saturdey 8th October Home Hedderifieid Town 


LEAGUE FORA 
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HOE EY 
Fu ok F Bb wok F & 60 FO FITS 
1i & & DF VW .: ts F & 3 r 8 if 


= 


B Just look at that! In their unbeaten 
run of seven matches, Birmingham City 
FC have drawn five of them. Argghh!!! 
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GUIDES 


unassigned letter to be presented 
with your file selector, then you 
can find the program you want 
before clicking on OK to assign it 
to the relevant letter. 

You can even label each path 
to make it easier to find the pro- 
gram you want. Once you've 
selected the program to be loaded, 
just click on the pathline, delete the 
text therein (for example, A:\JET- 
PAC_1.MB\JETPAC.PRG) and 
replace it with a more user-friendly 
description of your program (such 
as ‘Jetpac’). 

lf you're — still 
stumped, read the 
SLNGSHOT.DOC file 
| for full details of 
| how it all works, and 
| remember to regis- 
ter the program if 
you use Slingshot 
on a regular basis. 


B Slingshot could 

be used as a menu 
program to access 

one of your blank 
disks containing a 
selection of dearchived 
software from this 
month's Cover Disk. 


Blues, the program thoughtfully 
also includes details of all the Eng- 
lish league clubs — from the mighty 
Doncaster Rovers all the way down 
to humble Manchester United. All 
the results from the 1990-1 season 
to the present are included, as are 
the fixtures for the present league 
campaigns. For the current season, 
all the results up until 24 Septem- 
ber are included and the demo ver- 
sion enables you to keep your 
results thoroughly up to date and 
save them to disk. 


Over the moon 
You can display all your team’s 
results and fixtures, as well as view 
their current league form. A graph 
shows you how your side have 
boomeranged around their division 
this season. 

The program is far more than 
a useful database of league statis- 
tics, however. It also includes a sec- 
tion in which future results are 
predicted, based on your side's cur- 
rent form. 

lf you keep your results up to 
date, the program has a wider 
range of results to choose from, 
which enables it to make more 
accurate predictions. For those of 
you desperate to make a quick for- 
tune the benefits of this are obvi- 
ous, but the program is also useful 
in that it can give you a rough idea 
of how your side is going to slide 
later on in the season. 


FONT EDIT 
2.5 


By: Paul Foster 
Machines: All STs 
Memory needed: 512K 
Resolution: Medium/High 
Uncompressed size: 72K 


Bored with the unglamarous 
Desktop font? Wish you could 
change it to something a little more 
attractive? You need Font Edit. 
Once you've decompacted the pro- 
gram using the Menu program, just 
open up the F_EDIT25 folder, and 
double-click on F_EDIT25.PRG. 


You'll then be presented with a 
screen like the one shown below, 


Save Font | 
{_ Save Proport. | 
[Save as Assen | 
(Save a5 ¥.PRG | 

es CHAR : 
L_Clear Grid | 


;__* INFO X 


from which you can alter the fonts 
quickly and simply, or even load in 
one of the 19 that are provided. 

Then, by selecting ‘Save as 
* PRG’, you can create a stand- 
alone file, which takes up a mere 2- 
3K and enables you to alter that 
boring Desktop font either by dou- 
ble-clicking on it directly from the 
Desktop, or by installing it into 
your Auto folder on your non-copy- 
protected disks. 

A word of warning however! 
Font Edit does not like NVD/ at all, 
and extremely strange things 
might happen. But then when you 
consider that NVDI comes with its 
own replacement font there's no 
real need to use it with the screen 
accelerator installed, is there? No. 
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- -= Quit to Desktop =- 


# Kung-fu. Now that sounds like an intriguing font to have on your ST’s Desktop. 
Unreadable, yes, but hey. Attractive all the same. 


Full details of how to get the full 
version are included on the title 
screen, and Dr Fox 
is offering all you 
lucky ST FORMAT 
readers £1 off the 


— = 


Date 


Tatches of Noruich Cit 
Saturday 26th August Auay 


B With a gun at his back, Nick 
reluctantly looks at a different 
team's set of fixtures. 


season 1994/% 
Venue Opponent 
y Chelsea 


Wednesday 24th August Home Crystal Palace 
price of the full |Saturday 27tn August | Hone West Han United 
: f th ednesday 31st August Ava Sheffield Wednesday 
version OF he pro- isaturday 1Gth September Hone Arsenal 
gram, which also po Te ee ah me ML Fe 
: aturday 2 ‘eptember Away Manchester City 
includes all the Saturday ist October Home Blackburn Rovers 
details from the tit ee meta tee sie “ne nite 
or Saturday 15th October vay Aston Villa 
Scottish leagues, Saturday 22nd October Home Queens Park Rangers 
and a selection of root: pact de Be ; a Hegel : 
Jednesday 2nd Novenber Away Southanpto 
non-leagues (such fcsturgay sth Novenber Hone Everton 


as the Northern 
Premier, so you 
too can wonder 
how Morecambe — — 
manage to thrash 

everybody away from home, but 
can’t win in front of their own fans). 


Saturday 19th November 
Saturday 26th November 
Saturday 3rd December 
Saturday 18th Decenber 


Alay 
Hone 
Auay 
Hone 


Coventry City 
Leicester City 
Aanchester United 
Chelsea 


Anyone serious about trying to win 


at pools will find these extras vital. 


TIME ON YOUR HANDS 


There are loads of files to be decom- 
pacted from Dr Fox, and it takes 
quite an age for your ST and the 
Menu program to dearchive them to 
a blank disk. So we've come up with 
a few things you might like to do 
while you're waiting: 


1. Make a cup of tea or coffee 
(rather obvious one that, I'm afraid). 
2. Wax lyrical on the sordid state of 
footballing 
players/manager/board (depending 
upon which 
blame for their recent poor form). 


your favourite side's 


one is currently to 


3. Hurl some ‘friendly’ abuse at your 
team's greatest rivals (actually, you 
might spend a hours 
doing that, and the program doesn't 
take that long to decompact). 

4. Ponder how it is that Jimmy Hill 
and John Motson are still employed 
by the BBC. 

5. Grapple with the idea that the US 
World Cup was wrecked by the 
dreadful final 


couple of 


between the two 


‘greatest’ teams, Brazil and Italy. 

6. Debate the potential guilt or inno- 
cence of Richard Ill with regard to 
the Princes in the Tower. 


a a 


Result 


Lost 
Or eu 
Won 
Or ew 
Or eu 
Won 
Lost 
Won 
Won 


By: Alan Butcher 
Machines: All STs 
Minimum memory: 512K 
Resolution: Medium 
(recommended) or High 
Size: 28K 


Ever wondered what time it is 
in Bangkok? About to pick up the 
phone to wibble on to someone in 
America) when you _ suddenly 
realise you don't know what time It 
is? Well, this is the program for 


By: Richard Kelsch 
Machines: All STs 
Memory needed: 512K 
Resolution: Medium/High 
Size: 42K 


We are not worthy! We are not 
worthy! This superb little utility 
comes all the way from California, 
and is written by a man whose cur- 
rent claim to fame is that he has 
appeared in Renegade, an Ameri- 
can TV show that’s aired over here 
in the small hours (even members 
of ST FORMAT have seen it). Tak- 
ing the classic ‘good cop framed by 
corrupt colleages’ motif he fights 
crime from the fringes of the law. 
Luckily, he happens to be a martial 
arts expert and rides a _ neat 
Harley... Sorry, back to Tiny Print. 
Luckily the program is excel- 
lent enough to stand up in its own 
right. It enables you to cram loads 
of text on to a single sheet of Ad 


you! Simply enter the current time 
in the UK, and click on your chosen 
city and hey presto! The time there 
is displayed. 

A quick word of warning 
though. The Accessory has prob- 
lems running in high resolution. 
When you exit, only half the screen 
is cleared. This is only a minor wib- 
ble however. To solve the problem, 
just open. a window and drag it 
over the affected area to wipe the 
screen clean. 


user-friendly interface — just click 
on the options you want before 
clicking on OK, and before you 
know it you'll have your text pour- 
ing forth from your printer. You 
can select either Pica or Elite 
pitches, draft or letter quality print- 
ing and you can even print out 
your text in dual columns. Finally, 
you can justify your text in a vari- 
ety of ways —- you'll be flabber- 
gasted at how such a small 
program can be so powertul. 

Tiny Print also works with 
various multitasking environments 
{including MultiTOS and MagiC), 
enabling you to get on with other 
things while the program does its 
job. It's shareware, so if you like it 
and use it a lot, read the unconven- 
tionally titled README.TXT file for 
more details. Now you've no 
excuse not to write unreadable let- 
ters to your favourite great-aunt. 


using Epson-compatible printers 
(up to 160 columns by 140 lines). 
The program has an_ incredibly 


B This is Richard Kelsch, and in 
his spare time he programs his ST. 
Er, sorry, in his spare time he acts 

in American TV shows. 


GUIDES COWER DIS 


Sete Ae Tt ee ae ee See 


By: Brian Tilley 
Machines: All STs 
Minimum memory: 512K 
Resolution: Any 

Size: 12K 


Look, don't ask why, okay? 
Just format a blank disk, put your 
Cover Disk into Drive A, open up 
the BACKUP folder and double- 
click on CD-BACK.TOS. Then fol- 
low the on-screen instructions 


and before you know it you'll 


TEN TIPS FOR COVER DISK SATISFACTION 


Write-protect your Cover Disk by slid- 
ing the black tab so you can see 
| through the hole; this prevents you from 
| accidentally erasing data. 


Always make a backup copy using the 
ST FORMAT Backup program, see the 


Send the disk and a padded self-addressed 
envelope to: 


ST FORMAT December Disk Returns, PO 


Box 21, Daventry, NN1 5BU 
We pay the return postage. Please, please 
please don’t send faulty disks to our Bath or 


Somerton offices because we don't keep | 


have backed up your Cover Disk. 
Easy, isn’t it. Now you can be safe 
and secure in the knowledge that 
only a massively severe magnetic 
storm in the vicinity of your room 
can possibly destroy all your 
hopes and aspirations. (Er, and 
your Cover Disk.) 

Oi! Don’t go yet! If you're a 
subscriber, (and if not, why not?) 
why don’t you back up your Won- 
der Disk while you're at it? I'll tell 
you why. Because | said so, that’s 
why. (Er, sorry about that. He's 
been under a lot of stress — Trent) 


K 


al 


instructions on page 6. 


Name 


stocks of Cover Disks there. 

lf you are having problems with a 
8 Cover Disk program go back and read 
the Cover Disk pages and any DOC files on 
the disk. If you still can't get the program 
running, call the ST FORMAT Cover Disk 
Hotline on @ 0225 442244 on Wednesdays 
between 2pm and 6pm only -— we can't 
accept calls at any other time. 


Always read the instructions for the 
program you are using on the Cover 
Disk pages and in any document file that is 


on the disk. 

4 | Never run software directly from the 
Cover Disk except the Backup pro- 

gram, and always use your backup disk. 


Address __ 


Daytime phone Program title 


Total size in K 


Never try to decompress self-extract- 
ing TOS files on the Cover Disk, 
always copy them to a blank disk. 

If you have any general problems with 
your ST, consult your manual. If you 
are still stuck then write to ST Answers, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 

if you can't load, copy or back up your 
2 
Cover Disk programs then you may 
have a faulty disk - it happens sometimes. 


On a separate sheet, explain concisely what the program does and why you 

happen to think it’s so brilliant. 

Remember to: Include on-disk and paper documentation I Write your name and address on the 
disk M@ Use a virus-free disk B Keep a copy of your program, because contributions are non-return- 
able @ Enclose an attractive bribe MM Not that it makes a difference, of course. 

Please sign the following declaration: This program is submitted for publication in 

ST FORMAT. It is wholly my own work and | hereby agree to indemnify Future Publishing against 
any legal action should copyright problems arise. 


lf you have other hardware or soft- 

ware queries, contact the manufac- 
turer or publisher. Alternatively, ring the 
official Atari Helpline om = 031 332 93233 
between 6pm and 11pm Monday to Satur- 
day and 8pm and 11pm on Sundays. 


~| ST FORMAT Cover Disks are double- | 
10 sided. If you have an old STFM and 
cannot read the Cover Disk then you should 
upgrade your ST to a double-sided drive. 


| Signed 


page 


ISSUE 65 ST FORMAT = 


GASTEINER feck. 


_ GASTEINER HARD ) DRIVES FORA ATARI ST & FALCON 


Award winner BEST Hardware—-ST HARD DRIVES FOR FALCON 030 
REVIEW | , 40Mb £169. 40Mb £159 
Gold Award AUG 1994 - ST Format 120Mb £715 120Mb £205 
¢ Auto booting & Auto parking. 170Mb £229 Sree ee 
¢ Front On/Off switch. 270Mb £260 S40Mb £365 
¢ Internal power supply. 1 8GIG £699 ) 
e New compact casing. | . 3GIG £1049 
Top quality software included. All the drives for ATARI ST come All the drives for ATARI ST come 
¢ 12 Months back to base guarantee. WITH our TOP LINK controller WITH our TOP LINK controller 
FALCON 030 COMPUTERS ATARI ST COMPUTERS PRINTERS 
FALCON 030 1Mb £255 1040 STE 1Mb £175 HP310 £189 
FALCON 030 4Mb £424 1040 STE 2Mb £230 HP320 £239 
FALCON 030 16Mb £7/65 1040 STE 4Mb £270 HP520 £289 
FALCON 030 4Mb 85HD £552 520 STFM 1/2Mb £130 HP500C £250 
FALCON 030 4Mb 120HD £594 HP560C £369 
FALCON 030 4Mb 200HD £850 7 : ay . Ss 
WE WILL BEAT OR ACCESSORIES 
FALCON 030 BITS . | 
280 DPI MOUSE £7.80 
SCSI-2 CABLE £24.50 MATCH ANY 400 DPI MOUSE £13 
32 MHz Accelerator £125 | DMA cable £5 
Mono monitors £75 y SCSI cable £5 
SVGA MONITORS £165 | ADVERTISED Scart cable £8.90 
ST monitor cable £8 ) Modem cable £8 
SVGA monitor cable £8 Trackball £20 
Midi cable £8 PRICES Optical mouse £20 
Dust cover £8 | Optical pen mouse £25 
Falcon 030 16Mb RAM £485 MONITORS SOFTWARE | 
Falcon 030 4Mb RAM £130 HI RES MONO MONITORS ~ £87 
= = , | PHILIPS COL MONITORS £206 EMAGIC Spel ted £230 
2.5" IDE INTERNAL HARD BRWiexe\auusent es: LL es ena ee 
ROS PRG ONEIR I MICROVITEC 1440 £557, CUBASE V3+ £284 
65Mb £120 MEMORY FOR ST, STEM (ageSaetance £550 
85Mb £129 PRO24 = 
120M C184 We sell MARPET XTRAM boards DTP 
170Mb g199 poe eae <5, CALAMUS 1.09 £60 
200Mb £284. « Saa ae 69 CALAMUS SL £175 
BRACKET FOR HD £15. tanec £104 TIMEWORKS £35 
OAR a igh an) WORD PROCESSORS 
NEW 2.5" TO 3.5" IDE CABLE £15 MEMORY FOR STE ts a ae 
1/2 Me £5 PAPYRUS £109 
) , 2Mb £46 WRITE 
170Mb £169 4Mb £92 ics AY | [ saa 
270Mb £230 = . BLANK DISKS 
540Mb £350 ATARI SPARES ae = 
1.8GIG £650 POWER SUPPLY £30  50DD £13 
External case with PSU INTERNAL DRIVE £40 500DD £100 
& SCSI cable £75 TOS 2.06 STE £30 10HD £7 
TOP LINK £55 TOS 2.06 STFM £45 50HD £23 
GE SOFT HOST AD £50 KEYBOARD ESS 500HD £200 


Official purchase orders welcome from Educational establishments and mz ajor corporates. (Strictly 14 days net). Please phone for approval. 
All prices exclude VAT. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E&OE. 
All goods under £50 please add £3.50 p&p and all goods above £50 please add £10 Courier Service. Next d ay service please call. 


‘Visa [“"] 126 Fore Street, Upper Edmonton, London N18 2AX 


Major credit cards accepted 


THE LATEST NEWS 


Atari get a cash injection, Stardust is nearly 
complete and IDS have a new phone number. 
Nick Peers gives you the low-down on what's 
hot in the Atari world at the moment. 


nA 


a battle strongly 
Seinen of the 
aguar's Alien vs Preda- 


tor, Atari recently made an extra 
$90 million at the expense of Sega. 
After a four-year legal battle over 


f video game patents which saw 


Atari filing a lawsuit against the worldwide success 
Japanese giants last autumn, the with the machine, 
two companies recently came to especially consider- 


b an out-of-court settlement worth 
- $50 million in cash for the rights to 
y over 70 Atari patents and another 
F $40 million in return for an 8 per 


cent stake in Atari. 

Atari had been experiencing 
some problems in terms of cash- 
flow which affected not only the 
advertising of the Jaguar, but also 
its construction. According to Com- 


q puter Trade Weekly Atari lost $48 
pmillion last financial year, so the 
y money from Sega is a big boost. 


The final settlement is excel- 
lent news for the Jaguar. Sam 
Tramiel, CEO of Atari, commented: 


A 
G 


“The increased cash 
position will be used, 
among other things, 
to enhance our mar- 
keting position this 
fall.” This improves 
Atari's chances of a 


ing the fact that the 

settlement will enable Atari to 
launch a fresh assault on the mar- 
ket in time for Christmas. Part of 
the deal is that Atari can also 
license certain Sega games, so 
look out for the likes of Sonic and 
Virtua Fighters on the Jaguar. 


More Jaguar news 

A licensing agreement between 
Williams Entertainment and Atari 
could see souped up versions of 
arcade classics like Joust, Defender 
and Robotron appearing on the 
Jaguar. These could well also be the 


first versions of these games to 
introduce first-person perspective 
ina realistic three-dimensional envi- 
ronment. Williams have already 


developed Troy Aikman  WNFL 
Football and Double Dragon V for 
the Jag. Byron Williams, president 
of Williams Entertainment was all 
chuffed about the whole thing: 
“We're very excited about the Atari 
Jaguar 64-bit platform and happy to 
support it with our finest titles.” 


SCPC KCTS SSCP TSK TSC CSCC SSS SCPC SPSS SCS CSS SCS SSCS CSCC CSCS CPPCC CCCP CCC CeCe eee ee eee 


IDS NEWS _ 


IDS HAVE CHANGED OWNERS IN 
the past month. Midland Software, 
who also run AWF PDL, have taken 
over the reins of the company from 
Wright and Hayes, who ceased 
trading in October. The phone 
number and address have stayed 
the same however. 

A provisional price tag of 
£24.95 has been put on Grafix, the 
art tutorial package featured on this 
month's Cover Disk as an exclusive 
ST FORMAT demo. The price will 
also include an art package to 
enable you to try out the tutorials. 

IDS have also revealed that 
HERO was completely written and 
compiled in STOS. The announce- 
ment has blown rather a large hole 
in the myth that S7TOS is too basic 
and slow be used in any serious 


ing a large public outcry on its 
demise (see Feedback, for a start). 


which, considering the quality of 
HERO, might be a valuable read if 


MY FIRST BBS 


FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE HAVE 
recently announced that their bul- 


There is also a Fidonet number for 
the BBS on 2:250/356. Turn to our 


ss +! pts : letin board, set up three months 
¥] a5 FC = * ago, is already proving popular 
| 2 Gi ow GO ¢ : according to General Manager 
me er: ae IS Pe + Bryan Cobley. Currently providing 
ae Sane oa i us : a forum for customers to place 
C a ON ak ae 3 * orders, download printer drivers 
E73 Ce < + and PD software or get technical 
3 ae a Ae qj ; help from First Computer's engi- 
8 : neers, the BBS is to expand with 
= a re | 5 an Atari file area for users to con- 
SE cis 2a ee dia G - tribute and download files specific 
ea ae et GS at * to the ST and company. 
xs tree See BES : The BBS can be contacted on 
! at. > = 01132 311422, and it runs 24 
form to write games. HERO’s pro- 2 O sc te oh aa ee hours a day up to V32bis, 14400 
grammer Tony Greenwood has Pe oded in STOS. Not bad! ,-‘Daud with a standard 8N1 com- 
also announced that the Stosser > munication protocol and Ansi or 
disk magazine is to return follow- Programmer's Guide to STOS ; AnsiBBS terminal emulation. 


Tony is also writing the Advanced 


you're into programming. 


comms feature on page 15 now! 
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BY Nick PEERS 
ue for release this month 
is the long-awaited Star- 


J 


ing. It's been coded in 

Sweden by Bloodhouse and } 
was a big hit on the Amiga . | 
last year (indeed, it was so \W 


= =e 


a °° = i. lok io 
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dust from Daze Market- ' 


seen a demo of one of the sub- 

levels, in which you fly ~ 

¥ \’ down a tunnel in a manner % 
similar to the ‘assault on 

4 the Death Star’ scene 

™ > << from Star Wars. And to 

4. \\ be brutally honest it 

\. all looks and sounds 


amazing. The 
\_ graphics whizz by at an 
incredible rate while 


remaining smooth and 
polished - the screen- 
#) shots don't do the game 
| justice because you have 
to see it In action to have 
any idea of quite how 
detailed it looks. The 


SB Er, dad. | just might have 


=o 9 eS a ea ee 
| accidentally done a teensy 


iment ek a all eee ae th ot 
weeny bit of damage to 
oT? a: eee Boakeanae ie 
yout! Pe a LL | NQgnter. ie 


— Wasnt my taut, honest! 


/ game is STE-only and 

#£ T// > requires 1MByte of 

~ ‘/'RAM, but you'll be 

pleased to know that the 

extra power ‘and memory have 
been put to good use. 

There’s the usual banal plot 
about princesses and evil lords and 
the like, but all-you really need to 
know is that it's them versus you. 
The game is based around the old 
classic Asteroids, but with the 
inclusion of sub-levels like the one 
shown here. Just blast those mete- 
ors and aliens, hang on to your 
hats and get ready to be blown to 
Stardust. It's looking darn 
good, and if the Amiga ver- 


sion is anything to go by it'll Ge 


be a winner. 
Stardust will retail at 
£24.99 -— you can contact Daze 


Marketing for more information on 
this and other products on @ 0171 


372 7435. 
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DESKTOPPER 
AMENDMENT 


SOME ERRORS, OMISSIONS 

| and downright mistakes featured 
our review of the DeskTopper (a 
replacement/expansion case for 
the ST) from System Solutions 
(ST FORMAT 64, page 25). 

Firstly we implied that the 
installing the Deskl opper would 
increase the levels of electro- 
magnetic radiation. This is not 
true. Being made of metal the 
DeskTopper significantly 
reduces such emissions. Apolo- 
gies to all concerned. 

The picture used to illustrate 
the review also featured the 
FreeKeys accessory (a replace- 
ment keyboard kit), which is a 
separate item and costs £39.95. 
The DeskTopper and FreeKeys 
are available as a complete kit 
tor £99.95. The standalone Desk- 
Topper costs £69.95, as we 
stated in the review. 

For information about the 
DeskTopper and clarification of 
some of the comments made in 
the review please see Feedback 
on page 88. 
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FOLLOWING OUR SOMEWHAT 
vague report in the October issue 
of ST FORMAT about this 
autumn’s Atari shows, firm venues 
have now been booked and the 
four shows will be going ahead at 
the following dates: 

November 12, Glasgow Forte Crest 
November 13, Leeds Hilton 
December 10, Birmingham Motor- 
cycle Museum 

December 11, London Novotel 

lf you're serious about your ST, 
and want to see all the latest prod- 
ucts on offer, you'd be mad not to 
pop along. Among the exhibitors 
will be CGS ComputerBild, 
COMPO Software, System Solu- 
tions, IDS, Goodmans PDL and 
Titan Designs. You'll be able to 
view the latest ST games —- HERO 
and Team for example - and try 
out the likes of NVDI v3.0, That’s 
Write 3, NeoDesk 4 and Janus. 
There'll be some great show prices 


2 
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(for example, Goodmans were 
offering Neochrome for a mere 
£2.95 at the July and August 
shows), so if you're after a bar- 
gain, you know where to go. The 


ATARI SHOWS 
FIRM DATES 


BB The latest round of UK Atari shows 
sounds like the place to be if you're 


serious about your ST. 


shows will run from 10am-5pm 
each day —- and tickets should be 
around £5. Call any of the compa- 
nies mentioned if you want more 
details of how to attend. 


BY Nick PEERS 


| ue around late Octo- 
ber is Towers 2, the 
Falcon version of the 


American RPG, previously 
released for the ST. It’s being 
released as a ‘try before you 
buy product, which means 
that you can progress through 
several levels before you have 
to shell out for the manual 
which, in the UK, will cost 
£19.95 from Goodmans Inter- 
national (@ 01782 335650). 
Towers 2 on the Falcon will be 
three times as large as the original 
release on the ST and run in true- 
colour mode with stereo sound 
effects and music — mind you, you 
will need 2MBytes of free memory 
and 4MBytes of hard disk space to 
achieve all that. The original game 


8 Cor, look at those 
screenshots! lowers 2... 


= 


Batirey you all shoul me, yes ‘ieret isa 
problem with Starbal/l from last 
month's Cover Disk — if you only have 
512K of RAM, that is. The Menu pro- 
gram refuses to dearchive the game, 
but fear not, for while | was being 
soundly thrashed for my mistake, | 
came up with a solution that is sim- 
ple, yet foolproof. (Does this mean 
you respond well to thrashing? - Jill). 

Open up the STARBALL folder on 
Cover Disk 64a =$j§.and = copy 
STARBALL.LZH to a blank disk. Next, 


TOWE 
COMING SOON! 


@ Towers 2 is Falcon-only as well as being 
American, which means it could well be 


good, but in a maple syrup kind of way. 


S TARBALS COCK-UP 


was reviewed in STF 57 and received 
86%. If you like role-playing games it 
should appeal, and being able to try 
the game first makes it an offer 
potentially too tempting to miss. 


Art for Kids 
Goodmans are also distributing the 
Australian release Art For Kids for 
Moving Pixels in the UK. It's a fun art 
package, featuring sound effects and 
animation, for IMByte STE, TT and 
Falcon owners, and it'll cost £24.95. 
Finally, although ST FORMAT 
subscribers have Munch on this 
month's Wonder Disk (turn to page 
58 to see how to subscribe), the less 
fortunate among you can now get 
this monochrome art package from 
Goodmans’ PD section. Write to 
them at: 16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay 
Estate, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent, 
staffs, ST3 1SW, or call = 01782 
335650, quoting disk GD2378. 


select ‘Show Information’ from the 
File menu on the Desktop and change 
the name of the i “file ' to 
STARBALL.TOS. Finally, double-click 
on the file and it automatically 
decompacts all the files to your blank 
disk. Once done you can delete the 
STARBALL.TOS file and re-boot. Star- 
ball now loads automatically and you 
can work off your frustration by rack- 
ing up the biggest score ever. Alterna- 
tively, you could wait for me to come 
out of hiding, but I'm not telling you 
where I'll be. stf 
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ST users like you 

and me are being 
robbed - right now! 
Our shareware 

and licenceware 
programs are being 
mercilessly ripped off 
which starves 
authors of 


Telephone Book 


Ad.Lib BBS 

Atlantis BBS 
Chaneleon BBS 
AindStorm PC-BBS 
STatic 2 BBS 

Tiff & Deb's PC-BBS 


development cash 
and YOU of software. 
Piracy is back. And 
this time it's personal 


‘Superb’ ‘ele- 
gant’ and 
‘playable’ is 
how Jon Nash 
described 

the Amiga 
incarnation of 
Stardust. Now 
it’s ready for 
the ST and it 
looks even 
better. Be 
prepared for 


the graphicaftide of your lifetime - and a playable 
demo to matehiVast watch out. 
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The ST will live forever - 

if you treat it right. The 

definitive guide to ST) 
health-care and first aid. 


Baa Te 

if you value your ST you SS 
just have to read this! = ——————————— s 
ju Vv i a 
. ' 
f That festive time of year is _ 


upon us! With stockings to 


fill and January sales on their 
way you'll want to know 
what to buy and what price 
to pay. The latest ST software 
will be reviewed and we'll 
hunt out the best bargains from the stars of 1994. 
Going shopping? Don't leave home without STF! 


“_ 
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rat, 
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Analogic Computers (U.K.) Ltd 


Unit 6, Ashway Centre, Mon-Fri. 9am to 6.30pm Sat 9am to 5pm 


Elm Crescent, TEL: 081-546-9575 
Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey KT26HH FAX/TEL: 081-541-4671 
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© COMPUTERS e * MO YNITORS ¢ | 
Tp wy AWY Cc ‘A Ay IT Dh ( r go ‘ala B ~) Vf EES ei 
R ] ¥: \IR RS \ Ww WT TH THOUT ‘D DL IA ( GNC ST T IC EE aES ES 
520/1040 ST/STM/STFISTFMISTE vessccscccceccccscessece £59. 95 mate 
Monochrome, Colour Monitors excluding CRT, L.O.P.T. ...sssceseeeees £59.95 service 


We pick up computers for repairs and memory upgrades for Next Day delivery 
to us by Courier Service for only £6.00 + VAT 


MEMORY UPGRADES y 
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520 STFISTFM to 1 Meg... smoapeyp? £59.95 520 STEto 1 Meg... SS aac a BITS 
520/1040 ST/STM/STFISTFM to 2.5 Meg me ¥9..£79.95  520/1040 STE to 2 Meg... aoe art £59.95 
520/1040 ST/STM/STFISTFM to 4 Meg GAN**”..2129.95  520/1040 STE to 4 Meg............GAY. ee enue? £114.95 
QJ PROTAR PROFILE SERIES HARD DRIVES 
‘ a ee ake F QUANTUM/MAXTOR MECHANISM WITH CACHE eek 4 oA 
“Compatible with all ST/ /STF/STFM/STE/Mega oT/Mega STE/Falcon 
Profile 500C & S5DC -4.....cccecsccesvss £POA  ~Profile 170DC................... ssesecase £309.95 
Protile 120D Gas. crested eecverecss £269:95. = Promle:27ODC wth. s cases eutedacone 111£909.95 


@ POA for Higher Range of Profile Series || and SCSI Bare Drive 


GOLD AWARD WINNER PROTAR PROFILE SERIES II HARD DRIVES have features such as: 

® Auto-Booting @ Auto-Parking @ Read/Write Access @ Password Privileges @ Selectable Boot Partition 
@ DMA Thru Port @ Quiet Fan @ Device Number Switch @ Hard Disk Management Software package 

® Full Utilities package and De-bugging Software @ 45 Watt PSU and all necessary wiring in place to 
mount another Bare Hard Drive in sai pavers 
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i ee ae WITE ic CACHE * a= 5 an ack | 

BOMb a OSMbs cen aces £POA TOMDG ee PR tee ean : 

OOM D rach icictersiseeten tact eeed sete cai 2 WAS ELS Lo ead bY) | cea eran Se ae 

CTEM CTE TA Th CON 20 CO ars T TL D< 

P] if STFM, d. ; Ly FAL UA YN Uc: 30) UL YN "i ir UT AL 
We shall try to beat any genuine ab: 

Beiyeesisee: Falcon prices YX’ 
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with ded Sait | 
The e only Solderless DIY Kits available 
STE TOS 2.06 Roms... seterento9.95  STE/STFM/STF/ST TOS Switcher 

STE TOS Switcher.. Bee eels ING. 2.06 ROMS ccc.ccccteeesdececeseeceersne Os 95 
MONITORS ————S™S rr COECE ne Tra.Crlti(‘CO;~t~t~*~™ 
VEU NI T J ORS RS a Zee tI se AC! CE Shy >>! OR uf : TE iS -, : 
= 3 Serre STEISTFM Scart Let... vsnnondht495. Blterchip + SOCK a non.n..844.95 
ami’ 1G STE/STFM Lead to Philing CMBR33 1214.95 MOUSE Mal......cssscsssssessssssssseseen £4.95 

| | Twin Joystick Mouse P of ext Lead..£5.95 10 Blank Branded Disks.............£9.95 

High Resolution Monochrome Monitor \ 290 DDI MOUSE ....oeseesssssessssasees £14.95 10 Blank Unbranded Dhsks.........£5.95 
ugh Resolution Monochrome ee Lt Dust COVE .ncsnesnonemanerne £4.95 Forget Me ClOCK sennunnnmri £95 
POW 1] ERS RS 5U PPLIES. ei D ISK C D ») at TV) ad | 
ae Pawar Supplies (Service EEE £29, 95 1 Meg 3.5" Internal Drives. ratte he teehee 
NEW STFM/STE Power es saunas ...£49.95 — High Density 3.5" Internal Drive .. yee eee. 
Dw ree lam, A a a oe Se EE 
tI PR PRI IN ITE EF Ss ae _ HP32 20/5 5 10 / 560 ¢ Colour ron - POA | 


®@ All prices include VAT 


a | @ Fixed charge for repair does not include Disk Drive Replacement & Keyboard [a ey 

@ All prices subject to change without notice - WIcs, 
@ We reserve the right to refuse any ST Repair es 
— @ Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance —————t 


@PSP £3 50 hv Boaval Mailorf’s6 «= VAT Ay Corer 


—————— 


NEW LOW PRICE FOR LIMITED PERIOD 
High Density 3.5" Internal Drive + Module......£59.95 


FREE TOS 2.06 SWITCHER FITTING WITH eh 
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OL CEL ATARI REPAIR CENTRE 


REPAIR/MEMORY UPGRADE 


FOR A 
LIMITED 


Visit the world from the comfort of your own Desktop. Blag 
billions of terabytes of data without moving a mouse. Talk to 
millions of people without even picking up the phone. It’s not 
only possible, it just has to be done! Get a modem, and a 
‘vast electronic cyber-world becomes your virtual oyster’. 
Clive Parker and friends showsyou nowAes ii 
revolution that is the Net, and” >m | 
contained in aie 


ou don't need a powerful 
UNIX workstation or 
even a PC or Mac to be 


able to access the terabytes of data 
and software available for down- 
load from the Net. Using your ST, 
a modem and a standard phone 
line you can hook up to the net- 
work everyone's talking about. For 
our full, step-by-step guide, turn to 
the panel on page 16. But first 
some background. 


What is the Internet? 

The Internet is a huge mass of net- 
works and computer systems 
linked together, which move 
chunks of information around from 


one location to another. Data may 
be sent from a UNIX machine, 
pass through a network run by PC, 


another running 
on Macs and 
finally be down- 
loaded over a 
phone line on to 
the hard drive of 
your ST. 

You connect 
to the Internet by 
calling a dial-up 
service using a 
modem and your 


ST at home. Using a dial-up ser- 
vice Is similar to using a BBS — you 
dial the number of your nearest 


jomain of the BBS 


iow t 0) 


¥e) 


Ch. 


Demon 


ES eer ed 
“Using your ST, 

a modem and a 
phone line you can 
hook up to the 
network everyone's 
talking about” 


«' 


Internet connection, 
instead of being connected to a 
single computer running a BBS 


INTERNET! 


BC: Beware 
ee — 


but 


you're con- 
nected to every 
computer in the 
world that’s on 
the Internet. It 
doesn't matter 
which type of 
computer you 
are using - as 
long as you are 
running the 
right communi- 


cation software and protocols you 
can access the whole 
There are loads of obscure techni- 


Internet. 


FEATURE, 


@ There's always loads of 
new stuff appearing on the » 
Net. This is, allegedly, the 
USS Voyager from the new - 
Star Trek series. 


cal terms and jargon constantly 
being bandied about on the Net, 
but don’t worry — you can ignore 
almost all the jargon and concen- 
trate on using the software and 
services available. 


wen 4 
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FEATURE 


[7] First, get a modem (see 


the modem round-up on 
page 22). The faster the modem 
can transmit data, the lower your 
phone bill is going to be. Modem 
speed is measure in bps (bits per 
second) —- this its called the baud 
rate. A 14,400 baud modem is 
fast and desirable; a 2,400 baud 
modem is slow and should be 
avoided at all costs. 


You'll need to be able to 
[2] use a phone line for long 
periods of time - computer data 
takes a long time to transmit 
over a phone line. Be prepared to 
get a telephone extension cable 
or to move your computer desk 
closer to the phone socket. 


Using the Internet — or any 

BES - is highly machine 
intensive. Ideally you want at 
least 2MBytes of RAM in your ST 
and a hard drive (see our hard 
drive round-up on page 24). 
Because you will be moving size- 
able files around you will want to 
be able to load and save them 


INTERNET! 


A multitasking operating 
system like MagiC is an 


advantage. It enables you to 
download files (which can be 
time-consuming) while you work 
on something else. 


- Open an Internet account 
G with Demon Internet. Give 
them a call on t 0181 349 0063 
with your credit card ready. lf 
you don’t have a credit card 
write to: Demon Internet, 42 
Hendon Lane, London N3 i1TT, 
enclosing a cheque for your 
start-up fee - see the price box 
below. Don’t forget to tell them 
you are using an Atari ST. 


If you pay by credit card 
| Demon will send you the 
details of your account and a 
phone number for the Demon 
BES. Connect your modem to 
your ST and run a standard 
comms package -— see the comms 
round-up on page 19 - then call 
the Demon BBS. 


stage you're looking for the 
Internet software that Demon 
supplies, which we recommend 
you use if you want to get on to 
the Internet quickly and easily. 
See the next page for full details 
of all the software they provide. 

Find ATARINOS.TOS' and 
download it to your hard drive. 
ATARINOS.TOS is a self-extract- 
ing archive containing all the 
software you need to connect 
your ST to the Internet. 


Now decompress ATARI- 
8) NOS.TOS. It's very big so 
you can only unpack it on to a 
hard drive partition. Don’t forget 
to read all the DOC files supplied 
with the software - they’re there 
for a reason! 


After ATARINOS.TOS has 

finished unpacking, run 
the INSTALL.TOS program. This 
sets up all the Internet software 
so that it runs correctly from 
your hard drive partition. 


quickly and easily. 


Log on to the BBS and go 
[7] to the Atari area. At this 


> Different systems 


All the different computers and 
systems on the Internet can link 
together because they use the 
same communication protocols to 
move data about. These are called 
IP (Internet Protocol) and TCP 
(Transmission Control Protocol). 

A version of this protocol 
software exists for your ST and is 
contained within the software that 
Demon Internet supply to get you 
on-line. See the panel above called 
Stepping on to the Infobahn for 
exactly how to get hold of the soft- 
ware, but don't worry about how it 
all works — it’s set up automatically 
for you when you install it. 


En route 
The communications software sup- 
plied by Demon also takes care of 
the breakdown, 
routing and 
transmission of 
data by slicing it 
up into chunks 
called packets. 


“ftp sites are special 
computer systems 
that store thousands 


What's your address? 

The addresses used by the routers 
are part of the domain name sys- 
tem. Each computer on the Net has 
its own unique name, which is 
made up of a number of different 
parts. Each part of the address 
nests inside the previous level, 
while each level is called a domain 
and is made up as follows: 


name@hostcomputer.domain. 
subdomian.top_level_ domain 


50, for example, cparker@net- 
mag.cityscape.co.uk breaks 
down like this: cparker is the indi- 
vidual computer user's login name; 
netmag is a unique name set up 
on the CityScape system for .net 
Magazine accounts (this costs 
extra); cityscape is the service 
provider's net- 
work name; co 
signifies that the 
network is a com- 
mercial organisa- 
tion; and uk is the 


Each packet is of programs and files, country code. So 


marked with a 
unique label and 
the destination 
address, then 
sent by your 
modem over the Internet. Special 
computers called routers study the 
address information and select the 
best route for each packet to get to 
its destination. When the packets 
reach their destination, the receiv- 
ing computer reads the labels and 
rebuilds the data back into its origi- 
nal form. Dead simple. 


which are available 
for you to download" 


when you set up 
your account with 
Demon Internet 
your name would 
look something 
like: stfreader@demon.co.uk. 


ftp - file transfer protocol 

Ignore the acronym, all you need to 
know is that you can use ftp soft- 
ware to connect to ftp sites. These 
are special computer systems that 
store thousands of programs and 
files, which are available for you to 


ge gm a “= = 0 oS 


When that’s finished, run 
10) enter 


DEMON.TOS' and 


download to your ST —- similar to 
downloading files from a BBS. 

However, instead of dialling 
up a BBS and browsing through 
the file lists, you enter the address 
of the site you want to visit into 
your ftp program, wait for the soft- 
ware to connect you and then 
search through the file areas for 
the stuff you want. Dead easy. You 
can even connect to more than one 
ftp site at once and download two 
separate files at the same time — try 
doing that on a BBS! 


Getting the software 

Suppose you want to get a file 
from the Atari Archive (oh, go on). 
You would simply run your ST FTP 
program from the DEMON.TOS 


/ER, HOW MUCH JS ALL THIS? 


your IP address and nodename 


supplied by Demon. Your IP 
address is a funny number like 
124.22.252.19 and your node- 
name is usually just the address 
demon.co.uk. 


== Select E from the main 
WwW menu to configure the Net 
software supplied — there's just a 
few simple options of the yes/no 
variety. When you've finished 
setting it up, select S to save the 
configuration. 


That's all there is to it! 
j12 Now you can get on-line 
to the Internet and send e-mails 
to ST FORMAT, download the lat- 
est shareware and PD and get all 
the latest ST info from Usenet. 


NS Same eee 


menu (see the panel on the next 
page for exactly what this means) 
and enter ftp atari.archive. 
umich.edu/atari/ to tell the soft- 
ware to contact the archive at the 
University of Michigan and take 
you directly to the Atari software 
directory. Now you can just browse 
through the software and select the 
file you want to download. It's as 
easy as that. 


Usenet - the news of 

the world 

Usenet is huge area where you can 
find text-files about almost any 
subject you care to think of, using a 
piece of software called a news- 
reader. If you have a hobby or 


interest, you can bet that an area o 


All of this software has 
converted from original DOS 
programs on the PC, which 
means that there's a_ distinct 
lack of GEM functionality when 
you use the WNet software. 
Although this may seem to be a 
drawback at first, after using the 
software a few times you 
quickly get used to using the 
various utilities. 

The shell program, 
DEMON.TOS, enables you run all 
the ST Internet software sup- 
plied by Demon from a single 
menu, so that you don't have to 
mess around loading the sepa- 
rate programs for ftp, Usenet 
and e-mail. There are complete 
document files for all the pro- 
grams supplied with 
DEMON.TOS, and the latest ver- 
sions of each are uploaded to 
ftp.demon.co.uk/atari on a regu- 
lar basis. Technical support for 
the ST KA9OQ/NOS software - the 
communication protocols § that 
enable your ST to talk to other 
computers on the Internet — is 
handled in the newsgroup 
demon.ip.support.atari. 

These ST programs are pub- 
lic domain and shareware, and 
they enable you to connect into 
the Net using a (reasonably) 
local phone number called a 
point of presence (PoP) supplied 
by Demon Internet. You just call 
the number of your nearest PoP 
and you are connected to the 
Net via their dedicated leased 
line, enabling you to talk with 
the rest of the world for the 
price of a (reasonably) local call. 

To make Internet access 
even easier on your ST you 
should run a multitasking oper- 
ating system like MagiC, which 
enables you to download soft- 
ware and grab e-mail in the 
background while you get on 
and do something else. 
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The World Wide Web is a new 
area of the Internet that enables 
you to move from area to area 
by using hypertext links in docu- 
ments. Specific words are high- 
lighted in a page of Web text, 
and when you click on them 
using the mouse you are trans- 
ferred to the linked page - what 
could be easier than that? The 
Web can even display graphics. 

It all sounds too good to be 
true, huh? Well, it is too good 
because there’s no usable World 
Wide Web software for the ST at 
present. There is a Lynx text-only 
browser - as used by UNIX ter- 
minals -— but this doesn’t display 
graphics and it only works when 
MiNTnet is running. It doesn’t 
work very well because Lynx 
was originally designed to work 
with VT100 terminals, and the 
VT52 terminal emulation on the 
ST just can‘t cope with it. 

A version of Mosaic, an 
Apple Mac and Windows Web 
browser, is under development 
already, and should be ready in 
the next few months. So, you'll 
just have to be satisfied with the 
enormous areas of the Internet 
that are currently usable with 
the current ST software. Sigh. 

Remember that the World 
Wide Web is only a year old, so 
being able to use the Web is very 
new even on the computers that 
have browser software available. 


for it exists in one of the 6,000 
newsgroups on Usenet. 


Usenet has two main func- 


tions. Basically it's 
the world's biggest 
bulletin board, 
with millions of 
people accessing it 
daily - chatting, 
leaving messages, 
posting  informa- 
tion and answering 
questions. Sec- 
ondly, Usenet acts 
as a relay for dis- 
tributing news and information — a 
kind of on-line news service. Spe- 
cial areas called newsgroups 
upload information daily. 

All Usenet newsgroups are 
open to everyone. To take a look at 
the postings in a newsgroup, just 
enter the name of the newsgroup 
you want to look at in the 
ST_NEWS program (again, see the 
panel on the next page for more 
information about this program). 
All the messages within the group 
can be viewed or downloaded. If 
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bet that an area for 
it exists in one of the 
6,000 newsgroups 
on Usenet” 


B When the Mosaic 
Web browser for the 
ST is available you'll 

be able to access — 

FutureNet, a series ST Format 
of Web pages run by 

Future Publishing 
enabling you to 

get news and 
information direct 
from ST FORMAT. 


ST Formak 


J0 Monmouth Street, 


Tel (0225}442244 
Fax (0225)}446019 


Watch this space! 


Future Publishing Ltd, 


FutureNet : 5T Format 
Rite: / foe, futures, oo etapa ting at format hie 


the internet magazine 


elcome to the .net Homepage. You can read and search the full preview issue or check out Issue 1 - over 100 
pages of Internet gold. The preview is available with PCFormalt, MacFormat and Amiga Shopper in from all UK 
lewsagents. Geta FREE PREVIEW COPY - justfill in this form. 


Preview - Issue Zero - November 1994 --- V’hal's in Issue One 
Stay in touch: Join our net mailing lists --- Addresses and Staff Contact 


Subscribe to .net magazine 


Guide: ¥/here to getthalessential Internet software 


& if you really get into the Web you can explore areas of FutureNet dealing exclusively with the infobahn, take a look 
at .net magazine's Web pages - the complete text of .net issue zero is available on-line. 


you want to reply to a message, 
select the ‘reply’ option; if you 
want to post a new message ona 
different subject 
simply select 
the ‘post article’ 
command. If 
you don't want 
to post a public 
message then 
you can reply 
by e-mail, either 
from within the 
ST_NEWS soft- 
ware or you can 
take a note of the address and send 
whoever it is a normal e-mail. 
Pretty flexible, huh? 


“If you have a hobby 
or interest, you can 


But there’s more 


The Internet is the new kid on 
the block but computer users 
have been using modems to 
send messages, data and all 
manner of stuff to each other 
for years. This scene, comms, 
hasn’t faded away. It's there. 
it’s hugely useful and it’s yours. 
Read on for more modem fun! 


HANDY ST E-MAIL ADDRESSES 


ight. It's all very well buying a modem 

Re but what can you use it for? If you want 

to know about the Internet, read the 

main feature, but you'll also need to know about 
systems called ‘bulletin boards’ or ‘BBSs’. 

Bulletin boards have absolutely nothing to 
do with the Internet. A bulletin board is simply a 
computer in someone's home, which its linked 
up to a dedicated phone line, and acts as a large 
database. It enables you to send messages or 
files to anyone else using the same bulletin 
board. It’s not linked to the Internet in any way - 
BBSs are completely different systems. 

The Internet is like the British Library — in 
that it has outlets all over the country. Should 
you want a book that’s currently residing in 
Newcastle, you can request it and they'll ship it 


down to your local library. It's a big, intercon- 
nected thing. A BBS is more like a bloke setting 
up an independent library in his front room. If 
the library doesn’t have the book you want, try 
another library -— there's no higher structure. If 
your book isn't here, you're stuffed. 

But this bulletin board system idea is a 
good one. It has no real costs (apart from rental 
on a phone line, though all the calls are incom- 
ing), and users aren't charged. If you can find 
something on a BBS it's yours for the taking. 
People thus contribute more than they normally 
would, because everyone benefits. 

Once the UK was full of BBSs, Fidonet 
came along. Simply, Fidonet means that at pre- 
arranged times the BBSs ring each other up, and 
pass mail on. So, just like the Internet, you can 
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send a message to someone using a BBS hun- 
dreds of miles away, by simply calling your local 
board. This is still nothing to do with the Inter- 
net, though, it links bulletin boards as opposed 
to universities. These bulletin boards are still 
easy to get on to, using the comms packages 
covered elsewhere on these pages. You'll find 
enormous lists of boards to call just about any- 
where you look. Even if you only manage to find 
one board (such as Ad.Lib on @ 0191 370 2659, 
the BBS that ST FORMAT like to hang around 
on), it'll contain a list of several hundred others. 
So when you do get yourself a comms 
setup, give a few boards a try — if you can find a 
good Fidonetted board in a local area, you'll 
have nothing to lose. Failing that, if you feel like 
dropping ST FORMAT a line, try out Ad.Lib. 


You've got a modem, a hard drive, even a Net 
account. But there’s another pile of files to 


explore. You just need some comms software. 


Once you're set for the Net you'll 
also be able to raid another library 
of essential ST info and programs — 
all found on bulletin boards. In fact 
the only thing that’s holding you 
back is the software that tells your 
modem who to talk to and how to 
display what they say on screen. 
You need a comms package, then. 

Primarily, all you really need 
is a program that reads characters 
from a modem, displaying them on 
screen, and a program that read 
your keypresses and squirts them 
down the phone line. That's your 
basic terminal package. Things get 
more complicated when you want 
to start transferring files, because 
this operation comes with many 
transfer protocols, most of which 
you need. To get even more com- 
plicated, you need to add auto- 
dialling facilities, a phone book, 
and other, less important features 
like spooling. 

Let's make it simple by start- 
ing with a few suggested comms 
software packages... 


Freeze Dried Terminal 
(Fizzydizz) 

Slowly becoming the most popu- 
lar ST comms package, Fizzydizz 
manages all kinds of file transfer 
protocols (from X-modem to Z- 
modem), as well as being an off- 
line text editor for creating‘ 
messages to spool off later, a 45 
number auto-dialler, and an auto- 
matic log-on macro creator (to save 
hassle when you're logging on to 
the same board twice). 

As one of the easiest pro- 
grams to get the hang of, Fizzydizz 
is the perfect choice for absolute 
beginners, because nearly all 
important functions are run from a 
one-screen menu. What's more it's 
absolutely free to try out, being 
shareware. The full version will set 
you back $25, but the limited ver- 
sion comes courtesy of Merlin PD 
(= 01453 882793). Worth a look. 


STalker 
Although it’s a full price package 
(£40 from COMPO § Software), 
STalker carries its price tag well. 
Even as a full-price package, 
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= Return Online -— 


B Fizzydizz, one truly wonderful little 
comms software package. Give it a 
try today. No - go on. No, really. 


STalker has a slight edge. The most 
popular option in America, STa/ker 
works with a GEM-style interface, 
with some heavy customisation. 
STalker has the full range of 
transfer protocols, and an impres- 
sive spooling system, using a vir- 
tual window as opposed to a 
throw-away text display system. 
Singing its praises yet further, 
STalker can work in background, 
emulate VT52, VT100 and PC-ANSI 
terminals, work well with the 
GDOS system, work easily in con- 
junction with NeoDesk 3, and 
works on absolutely any machine. 


TeddyTerm 
Available most readily from Ad.Lib 
BBS, or most PD libraries (it’s free 
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8 Alternatively, STalker’s got the full 
price end of the market worked out, 
still being good value for money. 


the terminal screen, meaning you 
don't have to mess around with dif- 
ferent screens or settings. 

Being largely automatic, Ted- 
dyTerm sits patiently while you log 
on to a new system, and memo- 
rises what you did to log on, so 
that the next time you automati- 
cally dial, your name and password 
are entered for you. 

Though it's not such a good 
system for beginners, TeddyTerm 
comes with an easily-viewed help 
file, giving less-then-helpful docu- 
mentation on the various features, 
amongst which are spooling, just 
about any baud rate, ANS! emula- 
tion, automatic everything, and 
automatic-flippin’ everything. 
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Much as I'd like to go around | 

stealing other people's thunder, 

CoNnect and Flash are reviewed 
on pages 20 and 21, so we won't cover them here. Read the reviews, 


to try, and £5 to register), Ted- 
dyTerm is a good package if you 
don’t want to mess around. The 
program starts up and runs from 


though - these are packages well worth considering. 


The Internet may be 
all the rage but all 
these other comms 
packages just keep 
getting more and 
more powerful — 
here’s one to try. 


ook, before we start can we 
just make one thing clear: 
they really do spell CoNnect 
with a capital N in the middle. It's 
not our fault, it's not a mistake, it 
just is. Okay? Anyway, getting back 
to the review. 

CoNnect 2.46 is the latest 
incarnation of a shareware termi- 
nal package from Germany, dis- 
tributed and registered in the UK 
by System Solutions. In common 
with most German programs, it's 
actually more than it first appears 
to be — but more on that later. 

CoNnect uses an enhanced 
version of GEM as its interface. 
Absolutely everything is in a win 
dow, from the terminal itself to the 
dialog boxes, making its use under 
a multitasking system like Geneva 
or MagiC a joy to behold. Standard 
GEM is also enhanced by keyboard 
short cuts in dialogs, and you can 
redefine keys for menu items to 
suit your own style. The main ter- 
minal window also boasts menus 
of its own, either normal drop- 
down or Mac-like pull-down. 

Configuring the terminal for 
your modem and machine is sim 
ple too, with all the possible 
options presented in pop-up boxes 
within each dialog. The end result 
is that dialog boxes are compact, 
and quick and easy to navigate 
Extra ports on the Mega STE and 
TT are supported, as is the MIDI 
port for local connections. The ter- 
minal offers VT52, ANSI and <?> 
emulations, and the ANSI mode is 
probably the fastest we've yet seen 
even on a standard ST. Incoming 
text from the modem is displayed 
very fast, and you won't find 
you're waiting for the screen to 
catch up with your modem. CoWN- 
nect even has a ‘smooth scroll’ 
mode, where text is scrolled 
upwards by pixel rather than line, 
but this tends to be a bit gimmicky, 
and slows screen updates slightly 
A much more useful option is 


win ST FORMAT ISSUE 65 
¥ 


erninal Setup Mise | 


—Telephone Book Er 


Ad.Lib BBS 
Atlantis BBS 


Chaneleon BES 
AindStorm PC- 


STatic 2 BRS 


Tiff & Deb's PC 


where the terminal is only updated 
during pauses in the incoming data 
— it's slightly jerky but makes for a 
faster display. 


Soe eee 


File transfers in CoNnect are han- 
died both internally and externally. 
The internal protocols are fast and 
run in windows too. CoNnect is 
able to support the fine shareware 
program GSZAZ, and will happily 
communicate with it as an acces- 
sory. GSZRZ is marginally faster 
than CoNnect’s own protocols, and 
is fast becoming the yardstick by 
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which file transfer pro- 
grams are measured. 
Protocols available 
include the usual X, Y 
and 7-Modem as well as 
CompuServe- 


| 


the transfers performed 
admirably, with excel 
lent transmission 
speeds on both low and 
high speed modems 

CoNnect has a 
script language too, 
called CoSHy. Actually, it's much 
more than that - it's a full com 
mand line interpreter capable of 
running batch-files on or off-line, 
as well as handling your log-on 
procedure automatically. A 
dynamic ‘learn’ function takes the 
pain out of script creation, as your 
every action is recorded and stored 
for use as a script. This is brilliant, 
and much easier than wading 
through a manual just to create a 
simple log-on script. 

Speaking of manuals, you can 
leave CoNnect’s on the shelf. An 
on-line help system is provided ina 
hypertext style — clicking on high- 
lighted words looks up the entry 
for you. A full index is provided for 
checking individual commands, 
and the help system is context-sen- 
sitive — pressing [Help] will bring 
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up the relevant page, depending on 
where you are in the program. 

If you have a ZyXEL voice 
capable modem, CoNnect is also 
able to act as a ‘voice-mail’ system, 
like a digital answering machine 
based around your Atari — one of 
the few pieces of software in Eng- 
lish that currently does It. 

lf you're after a fast Terminal 
with excellent ANS! emulation, or 
you multitask a lot (as itt were), 
then CoNnect is for you. The great 
help system means that you'll soon 
be navigating cyberspace without 
endless hassles, and the sheer 
speed of it ts hard to beat. It has 
more features than you can shake a 
wet kipper at, and comes highly 
recommended. 


£29.95 System Solutions 
@ 01753 832212 


a Rip-snortingly fast 
@ Built-in CLI 
@ Superb hypertext ‘help’ 


@ Er, we're thinking... 


@ Flash 2.2 (see 
review facing page) 
@ Slalker 3 £39.99 
COMPO @ 0148/7 773562 


ConNect was pretty impressive, 


but can Flash beat it? Can comms 
software really get much better? 


ne of the best comms 
packages from the STs 
infancy was the leg 
endary Flash from Antic Publish 
ing. It's now” recetved§ a 
long-overdue update —- Flash 2. 
Australian programmers Sunsoft 
secured the rights to the name, and 
re-wrote the ST conversion of their 
S-bit program Megalerm Profes 
sional to incorporate features from 
the original Flash. The result is a 
modern and streamlined terminal 
program, which still manages to be 
compatible with the old favourite. 
Flash 2 comes on a single 
disk, which needs to be registered 
before you use it, and a custom 
program takes care of everything 
for you. The manual is easy to fol 
low, and written with a fair amount 
of humour. Even if you're a com 
plete comms novice, the helpful 
sections on modem configuration 
and use will help you without bog 
ging you down in technical jargon. 
Flash 2 has two main screens: 
Editor and Termi 
nal. The Editor ts 
well-featured, 
with word wrap, 
and also captures 
a permanent copy 
of your on-line 
sessions. You can 
use it to compose 
messages off-line, 
and either sections of text or the 
whole buffer can be uploaded later. 
The capture buffer stores all con- 
trol codes, so ANSI or VT52 graph- 
ics can be replayed later using the 
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FILE TRANSFER STATUS 


AODES: 2@noden —- Download 
OPTIONS: Mode: Binary 

FILE: #1 D:\FLASH2\B00TS168.L2H 
TOTAL LENGTH: Mins: 1, Bytes: 
CURRENT LENGTH: Alins: 8, 
Bytes Per Second: 819 
STATUS: OK 


Download Protocol (F=List}): Znoden 


25184, 


Bytes: 4896, Blocks: 5, 


Hnodem blocks: 197 
Errors: @ 


perdu to Send (CCntrl-* to Abort Transfer).. 
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‘Review’ function, which plays back 
your sessions for you as if you 
were on-line 
The Terminal screen ts where 
you interact with the remote 
modem. Unlike some programs, it 
isn’t in a GEM window, and isn't 
happy about running under a mul 
titasking environment either — the 
forthcoming version 2.3 will run in 
a window and multitask properly 
Flash 2 offers a 
healthy selection 
of terminal emu 


lations, with 
Compuserve's 
Vidtex sitting 
alongside the 
more standard 
ANSI, VT52, 
¥T100 VT101, 
VT102 and VT300. The options 


available for configuring the termi 

nal are the best we ve seen in any 

comms software. Terminal speed 

at higher baud rates is respectable 
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but not blistering. The emulations 
perform well, with the exception of 
PC-ANSI, which suffers from a lack 
of speed when displaying complex 
ANSI graphics. RS232 options also 
enable you to configure the serial 
port to suit your modem, and the 
extra ports on the Mega STE and 
TT can be used. 

Up to 40 phone numbers are 
stored in each auto-dialler file, and 
you can change files on the fly to 
access more numbers. Each entry 
is separately configurable, and it 
will even keep track of call costs, 
how long you spend on-line, and 
how many files you've transferred. 


Jurassic’s Law states that the first 
thing a new user on a BBS will do 
is head for the file sections and 
download lots of juicy PD. Flash 2 
offers an excellent selection of file 
transfer protocols, with rarities like 
SEAlink, Kermit, WXModem and 


US $49.95, 354 N Winston 
Drive, Palatine, Illinois, 
60067-4132, USA 


@ Fast background 
transfers 

@ Powerful scripting 
language 

@ Excellent manual 


@ Slow ANSI emulation 


@ CoNnect 2.46 (see 
review on facing 
page) 

@ STalker 3 £39.99 COMPO 
=@ 01487 773582 


Modem? sat alongside the usual 
X,Y and Z-Modem. CompuServe 
users also get the benefit of their 
own CIS B+ protocol. Transfers are 
handled internally rather than with 
a separate program, and we 
couldn't get them to misbehave no 
matter how hard we tried. An Auto 
folder program called Silent Line 
enables file transfers to work in the 
background, and operates with all 
protocols except 2-Modem and CIS 
B+. You can even quit Flash 2 after 
starting the transfer and come back 
when it's finished. 


One of the favourite features of 
Flash was its comprehensive and 
powerful scripting language, where 
you could write scripts to carry out 
repetitive tasks automatically. The 
most obvious use is to automate 
the log-on procedure for your 
favourite BBS, but Flash 2 offers 
much more. The script language is 
almost a version of BASIC, and you 
can use variables to _ store 
responses and even use GEM Alert 
Boxes during a script. The scripts 
are even powerful enough for you 
to write a simple BBS system. 

While Flash 2 may not be as 
pretty as some terminals, it's very 
stable in use. The sheer number of 
options available might seem 
intimidating, but the manual 
explains everything sensibly. Flash 
2 \s ideal for beginners, yet power- 
ful enough for hardened data- 
surfers. Future support looks 
excellent, and you won’t grow out 
of this one in a hurry. 
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ERNET! 


Viodems. Without them the 


Net wouldn’t exist. Which 
one’s best for your ST? 


You've read our extensive guide to 
the world of telecommunications, 
and now you want to get on-line. 
To do that, you'll need a little box 
to help your ST talk down a tele- 
phone line. lf you're looking for a 
modem, then, here are a few little 
boxes to consider. 


Supra FaxModem V32BIS 
FIRST CHOICE COMPUTERS Jim 
@ 01132 319444 
PRICE: £178.60 
ORIGINAL RATING: 93% f 
A slightly expensive option, this 
modem works at speeds of up to 
14,400 baud, but it has built-in 
compression, effectively giving 
rates of up to 57,600 bits per sec- 
ond. It also features fully automatic 
speed adjustment (it automatically 
finds the highest speed of the 
other modem). With less in the 
way of flashing lights than the rest, 
it doesn't look quite as good in a 
darkened room, though. It also 
veers away from Hayes standards 
in places, which can be a problem. 
STF RATING: 90% 


Supra 2400 


@ 01132 319444 

PRICE: £58.75 
ORIGINAL RATING: 90% 
You might not want to send faxes. 
You might not want to transfer 
huge amounts of data. You might 
not want to run a bulletin board or 
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even let your modem have the free 
run of a separate phone line. If you 
just want to occasionally call a 


local board and pick up your 
Fidonet mail or something, you 
might find this appropriate. With 
very few features it's a perfect, 
cheap introduction to comms. 

STF RATING: 92% 


Best Smart One Fax Modem 
HCS = 0181 777 0751 
PRICE: £139.99 
ORIGINAL RATING: 82% 
This is another cheap ‘n’ cheerful 
modem in speed terms — it goes as 
high as 2,400 baud and stops there. 
However, this is a modem with 
9,600 baud fax system, making it 
the obvious and cheapest choice if 
you're primarily concerned with 
sending and receiving faxes with 
their ST. With the right software, 
this modem can perform miracles 
with faxes. The option for turning 
them into bread and fish may be 
especially useful. 

STF RATING: 85% 


Best 2400 Smart One 

HCS = 081 777 0751 

PRINT: £59.95 

ORIGINAL RATING: 77% 

The final one in the run of cheap 
‘n’ cheerful modems, the Best 


@ The Supra modem range was one 
of the first modems to achieve the 
high speeds we're used to today. 


im & That's one way to sell a modem - call 


it ‘best one’ or ‘buy this now’. It’s a sales 
technique that can't fail. 
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2400 Smart One is the fax version 
without the fax facility. Given that, 
its price does reflect the lack of fea- 
tures inside the box. Whereas other 
modems have full, automatic com- 
pression and error handling, the 
Best 2400 Smart One doesn't. How- 
ever, the price seems low enough 
to make this a good modem if 
you're only planning to use it occa- 
sionally. If you don’t want to splash 
out massive amounts of cash on 
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B Buy yourself a modem and 
you too can make use of these 
big, expensive, err, things. 


anything more sophisti- 

cated, this should last you. 

-| You may find yourself get- 

“® | ting weighed down with it 
after a while, though. 

STF RATING: 85% 


Ladbroke FaxModem 
LADBROKE COMPUTING : 
@ 0772 203166 
PRICE: £159.99 
ORIGINAL RATING: 85% 4 
Now we're getting there. | 
Reviewed last month, the Ladbroke 
modem has just about any ability 
you'd expect from a modern, up to 
the minute, jet-setting modem. It 
has a fax facility, and a variable 
speed modem system, working 
with Hayes commands for total 
compatibility. Lots of winky lights 
indicate when it's doing things like 
auto-dialling, auto-answering, wait- 
ing, sending and receiving — func- 
tions that it performs admirably. 
And comes in a tasteful black box 
with lots of ridges. Compared to 
the other modems reviewed here, 
the Ladbroke model gains a mark 
or two, partly due to the price. 

STF RATING: 90% 


@ The Ladbroke faxmodem, a fast and 
powerful piece of kit to be sure. 


INTERNET! 


SpeedCOM 
FaxModem 


S Give them a little credit, though - 
the box does look slightly different. 
| Same circuit, though. 


There’s a new modem on the loose, from Siren Software. 
But haven't we seen this somewhere before? 


éja vu is a funny thing 

indeed, readers. Just 

when you think you're 
happily trundling through time in a 
linear, day to day fashion, you go 
through a sequence of events that 
you're sure you've experienced 
before. Some say it’s a leftover 
from our underexplored clairvoy- 
ant side, while others attribute the 
phenomena to temporary synaptic 
spasms. Personally, | think it’s all to 
do with branding. 

Last month, | reviewed a 
modem from Ladbroke Computing, 
a high-speed faxmodem, capable 
of so many bits per second, etc, 
blah blah. This month, | was 
pleased to see another modem 
available for review, this time from 


Siren software. When the box 
arrived on my desk, | eagerly slid 
the cardboard away to reveal yet 
another compact, black box, this 
time swapping sharp edges for 
smooth curves. Looking at the front 
of the modem, | noticed something 
familiar about the arrangement of 
lights on the front panel, the loca- 
tion of the control button and the 
arrangement of the plugs on the 
back. | noticed something familiar 
about the specifications, about the 
manual, and about the packaging. 
And then | realised - only the 
colours have been changed. 

It's exactly the same. It's all 
exactly the same. This ts the Lad- 
broke modem in a slightly different 
case. This is the modem that's 


YUP, IT’S JARGONBUSTERS 


Jargon can be a horrible thing. If you're baf- 
fled by some of the words, phrases or terms 
you've heard during this whole “Surfing the 
Internet’ type thing, look no further - the 
ST FORMAT phrase book is here. How to get 
around the Internet without people thinking 
you're a complete idiot. 


Address - Either the address of a user of a 
system (such as an e-mail address) or the 
address of a site on the Internet. 
Analogue loopback - a self-test mode for 
modems, testing frequency. 
ANS! - American National Standards Institute, 
responsible not only for ANS! codes but for a 
few other standards of data exchange. 
Are = The verb meaning to create a com- 
pressed archive of any files. 
Archre = A system for finding publicly avail- 
able filles over the Internet. 
Area-A message area, as found on echomail 
systems like Fidonet. 
ARP Anet = The network the original Internet 
was born from. 


ASCI) - American Standard Code for Informa- 


tion Interchange. The system of assigning — 
codes to characters a5 a way of numerically 
storing text, employed by computers since the 
dawn of man. 

Baud - A speed rating for modems referring to 
data bits per second (though not always, but 
it’s all very confusing, really). 

BES - Bulletin Board System. 

Blancmange — Jill likes this word. 

Bounce - An e-mail’s return, on failing to 
deliver. 

Bridge - A system connecting networks and 
managing data packets between them. 

Buffer - An area of memory used to store 
information befo ed. 


CiX = Compulink Information eXchange, the 
largest conferencing system in the UK. 
Conference - Subject-specific message area or 
forum on a system such as CIX. 

CPS - Characters per second. —_ 
Crash - System failure. 

CRC = Cyclic Redundancy Checking. It's error 
detection, basically. 

Daemon - A program that sits on a system, 
waiting to perform a specific task. 

DARPA - The people responsible for ARPAnet. 
Data compression = The art of shrinking files 
to make them easier to transfer, to be 
expanded (decompressed) at the other end, 
when they need to be used. 

DNS - The Internet system for converting 
names into numerical addresses. 

Down —- Not working. 

Download = Transfer a file from an on-line sys- 
tem to your own computer. 

Duplex - The communications system cap 
of carrying a signal in both directions. 
e-mail - Electronic mail;sent across the Net. 
Ethernat —A local area network (LAN). 


F 


__—EUNet - European Unix Network. 


Fidonet - Worldwide bulletin board network. 
Flame - An abusive or personal attack on the 
sender of a message. 

Forum - CompuServe message area. 
Frame = Full block of data, complete with 
headers, etc. 

FReg - File request. 

FTP - File Tranfer Protocol is 3 system of 
defining how files are to be transferred. 
Gateway - A system for transferring data 
between two incompatible networks. 
Gopher = Internet exploration software. 
Hacker - Someone who explores the areas of 
computer systems that you're not supposed to 


Carrier - The actual signal passed between Handshaking = process of two computers 


telecommunications signal, though used 
mainly to refer to the live phone tone. 

CIM - CompuServe Information Manager, 
which is the official off-line reader and +g 


gator toga re.- as 


— 


swapping synchronisation timing to keep 

them timed together correctly. 

Hayes - A language for communicating to 

your.own modem, before you even think 
ing a call. 


quite obviously being sold in more 
forms than baked beans. 

In fact, the only way in which 
siren have deviated from the norm 
is in offering three different ver- 
sions, starting at the SpeedCOM+B, 
through +Et and finishing at the 
+Bf. For the basic, 14,400 bps 
model you know and love, the 
specs are the same as those in last 
month’s Ladbroke review. As the 
modems themselves get faster, just 
increase the speed figures. 

lf possible, could any hard- 
ware companies reading this 
please make sure all releases are 
repackaged versions of previous 
releases. It'd make my life so much 
easier. Thank you. 

SIMON FORRESTER 


Header - The chunk of «4 data packet that 
defines where the packet's going, how 
the packet is, that sort of thing. 
Internet - Worldwide network « 
networks. Absolutely & ling, basically. 

JANET - The Joint Academic NETwork, link- 


ing col 
JUNET 


sausing corrupted data. 
Lurker - Someone who listens, watches, 
learns, but never contributes. 

Mailing list - A discussion group who's mes- 
sages are distributed by e-mail. 

MHS - Message handling system. 

Modem - MOdulator/DEModulator. It's the box 
that connects your computer to the phone line 
$0 you can do all this stuff in the first place. 
Moderator - Someone who watches over a 
Message area. 

MUD - Multi-UserBungeon, an online text 
adventure for : al players at once. 

Node - oo caer aitathed to'a network, 
Nodelist - Alist of Fidonet nodes. 

Null modem = A cable that pretends to be two 
modems linked together, usua y used with 
R523? interfaces. 
Off-line - Not connected to any system 
Off-line reader - A program enabling you to 
read mail, etc, while not connected to a sys- 
tem, having downloaded it earlier. 

Packet - A chunk of data. 

Phreaking = Messing around with the phone 
system to get free calls, or generally mess 
things up. 

Post - Send a message of some kind. 
Protoco! - Standards relating to information 


SpeedCOWNMi 


£139.99 Siren Software 

= 0161 796 5279 

Highs 

@ it’s a damned good modem 
for its price. 

@ With a fax thingy on 
the back. 

Lows 

@ You'll spend huge amounts 
of cash, even after you've 
bought it... 

@ ...but you'll increase your 
software collection 
massively for free 

@ Guess I'll never 
learn 


What else? 
@ The Ladbroke version? 


interchange between machines. 
Public Domain - Freely copyable software, 
that’s copyrighted. 


OWK = A system of packing mail into bundles 
read off-line. Used mainly on Fidonet 


il — Normal, boring, smelly old surface 
fou know, the Post Office. 

Sysop = The System Operator, in charge of a 
bulletin board. 

TCP - A tranfer protocol on which the Internet 
is based. 

TLA - Three letter acronym, such as PDO, 
PDF, ASAP (four’s fine, too). 

Topic - A subdivision of a conference. 

UNIX = A common operating system on the 
Internet. 

Upload - Send a file to a remote computer. 
WAIS - Wide Area Information Servers are 
used for searching databases across the 
country. 

World Wide Web - A hypertext-based informa- 
tion and resource system for the Internet. 

Zip -— A file compression system, otherwise 
known as PKZip. 
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You're ready to scour BBSs and 
the Internet for the very best 
ST software, but where are you 
going to keep all the data you 
drag back? On a hard drive! 


MiniS Tower Drives lone 
SYSTEM SOLUTIONS | 
= 01753 832212 < 


a 
ST 120MBYTES - £289 Ria 
FALCON 120MBYTES - £249 
There’s not much you can really say 
about hard drives, but the MiniS 
tower drive lends itself to description 
the best, being not only fast and reli- 
able, but the wrong way up. No 
more hassle fitting all those boxes 
on your desk — they’re beginning to 
take up much less space. As well as 
being nicely designed and_ built, 
these aren't too expensive, which 
makes them a good choice. 

STF RATING: 93% 


ANALOGIC COMPUTERS = 
@ 0181 546 9575 Ay 
120MBytes — £299.95 iy 
240MBytes — £449.95 
Built for the serious power freak, 
these drives come with through 
ports for chaining more hard drives 
on to the machine at once. With 
room in the case for you add another 
drive or whatever (and probably 
damage things), they're handy 
things to have. But you might feel a 
little let down by the driver software. 
STF RATING: 92% 
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DEVON AND 
SPEEDCON 
COMPO 


GASTEINER = 01813456000 <mee | 


TT/FALCON 170MBytes - £259 N@~ 
ST 170MBytes - £299 Rig 
Witness, reader, the classic struggle 
of hard and software portrayed in 
this humble hard drive. The drive is 
well-built, fast and efficient, sitting in 
an upright case to make life on the 
Desktop easier, struggling to work 
while being dragged down by not- 
so-good software. The drive itself is 
a masterpiece, though. 

STF RATING: 91% 


FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE 

@ 01532 319444 

52MBytes — £339.99 

2GBytes —- £1,345.99 

Following the school of thought that 

big boxes are impressive, 

the ICD FaST drive is 

roughly the size as an 

(admittedly small) shopping 

centre and nearly as expen- 

sive to buy. Having said 

that, it's got to be one of the 

quietest, fastest and most 

reliable drive around. Pay 

through the nose for it. stf 
STF RATING: 83% 


TUMBLEVANE PDL 


(Dept 1), 6 West Road, Emsworth, Hampshire PO10 7JT 
Telephone: Emsworth (0243) 370600 


GAMES & ADVENTURES 
ADV 038: Darkness is Forever 
GM 109: Colour Clash 
GM 112: Rebound 
GM 115: The Obscure Naturalist 
GM 120: Braindamage 
GM 027: Monopoly 
GM 132: Quest for knowledge 
ADV 028: A Night on the Town 
ADV 035: Deena 
ADV 052: Heavy Bunch/'Investigation 


'SPECIAL STARTER 


PACK OFFER 
ANY 5 DISKS £6.99 


GM 101: Psycho Pig 2 (2 disks] 
GM 111: The Glass Buttock of Tharg 
GM 114: Course Angler 
GM 119: Insectroid 
GM 097: Fatemaster 
GM 124: The Klingon War (Stor Trek™ 
GM 133: Snacman [Pocman clone} 
GM 134: Starball 
ADV 009: PORK 2 
ADV 032: Christian Adventure 


MUSIC AND MIDI 
MUM 26: Alchime Jr, Sequencer + 200 tracks 
MUM 53: Kawai Kl<>K?, Hites, 1 Mb 
MUM 55: Yomaho SY2? Editor, Hi-res, 1 M 
MUM 36: Guitar “ie feria Bras ea ae deci t E PHONE FOR DEtAne. is 
MUM 58: Roland ‘D’ series Sound Banks ay ae ee te 
MUM 63: Score Pertect - At lost score writing programme which works in all resolutions 

ART AND GRAPHICS 


AAG 29: Paintpot, best half meg package AAG 54: Cosmic 4 Pyschedelic Art 
AAG 31: Metatile Format Objects AAG 55: Cosmic Slide Show 
AAG 35: Creative Titles, Video titler AAG 57: Photochrome Version 3 
AAG 39: Atari Image Manager V1.96, 2 disks AAG 58: Clipart, Judo & others 
AAG 38: Crockart V1.34 Full English Manual 1Mb 3 Disk Set - Wedding Clipart £4.00 


EDUCATIONAL 
EAC 01: Maths Test for the under 10's EAC 011: Maths Made Easy 
EAC 02: Body Search, Basic Human Anatomy EAC 018: The World (Quiz] 
EAC 20: Telltale chemistry, GCSE Levels A, B, C EAC 019: Planetarium 
EAC 21: CA Word Factbook, Info on over 240 counties, 4 disks EAC 006: Shipwreck (Maths Cartoon] 
EAC 29: Workout. A learning aid EAC 009: Chunnel (French,/English] 
WORD PROCESSING & DTP 
WPD 03: Typing Tutor 
WPD 22: Printing Press extras 
WPD 24: DB Writer support disk 
hy. UTILITIES 
UTA 28: Aword Moker, now with 286 listed awards UTA 53:-German Translate, 27,000 words 
ewords ond insiructions, create your own cerfiioales UTA 006: Fastcopy Ill + 3 more 
UTA 34: DB Master, create your own database UTA 048: Sagrotan Virus Killer 
UTA 38: 5 Databases, one has got fo do the job UTA 057: Astubank [Personal accounts] 
UTA 51: 70,000 word spell checker UTAOO1: Hitchhickers Utils with Dock Displayer 3 


WPD O1: ST Writer Elite 
WPD 19: Printing Press 
WPD 23: DB Writer 


Please pay by cheque or postal order only, payable to: Tumblevane PDL. 


Latest Update May 94 
Catalogue with FREE PD £1-00 or 50p with order 
Disk prices: £1-75 each. Postage included 
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NEW SERIES 9. High quality case with p.s.u., cooling 
fan.device selector and double scsi plugs.(Ready to run) 


TT/Falcon STE/STFM STE/STFM 

with ICD link — with Top Link 
| 234Mb £289.00 £339.00 £324.00 
| 270Mb £349.00 £369.00 £354.00 


NEW SERIES 3. Tower case for two drives with 65watt 
| p.s.u. For prices add £30.00 to series 9 prices. 


SMALLER CAPACITY DRIVES OFTEN 
AVAILABLE. RING FOR PRICES. 
Build your own drive system. Cases, controllers, 
drives and leads in stock at good prices. 


All prices include VAT (@ 17.5% but exclude delivery. Orders can be placed by 
telephone quoting credit card details or by mail order. Please make cheques and 
postal orders payeable to “THE UPGRADE SHOP”. | Year warranty on all 
products unless stated.4 months on repairs. Prices subject to change without notice. 


FREE FITTING ON 2MB & 
4MB MEMORY UPGRADES 


STF/STFEM. Same day fitting £15. 
MRAM UNPOPULATED £24.99 


920 to 1MB £32.99 
920 to 2MB £79.99 
520 to 4MB £129.99 


1MB XRAM and DOUBLE 
SIDED DRIVE £72.00 


STE KITS Same day fitting £7.00 


520 to 1MB £8.99 

920 to 2MB £55.00 

920 to 4MB £109.00 
FOR OTHER VARIATIONS ON 


UPGRADES PLEASE CALL 


TOS 2.06 SPECIAL 
STE KIT. solderless installation, 
with switcher and Tos manual. 


£49.00 © 
STF/STFM FITTED with 
switcher and Tos manual 
£59.00 
HIGH DENSITY 
CONTROLLER 
For Tos 2.06 machines. 
HD module £25.00 
HD module & 2mb Drive £63.00 
With Tos 2.06 only £55.00 


Internal drive kit 


£39.99 
keyboard £49.99 
STFM motherboard £59.99 
STE motherboard £69.99 
Power supply (new) E299 
FITTING AVAILABLE CALL. 


Fully trained engineers for a 
reliable repair. Please ring for a 
quote. Long 4 month warranty. 
One off fitting charge of £15.00 
on upgrades unless stated. 
Courier collection/return £14.00. 


DELIVERY Small items under £60.00 add £3.00 P&P. Large items and orders over £60.00 add £7.00 courier charge. Courier Pickup for Upgrades and Repairs £7.00 


[ MON - FRI 9:00AM - 6:00PM SATURDAY 9:00AM - 5:00PM TECHNICAL SUPPORT TUE. WED, THUR 6:30PM - 8:00PM 
| SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR UPGRADES AND MOST REPAIRS. PLEASE RING BEFORE YOU BRING. 


_ 37 CROSSALL STREET, MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE. SK11 6QF 


VISA 


ACCESS 


PROTEXT 6.5 at new Low Price £74.05 


Professional Word Processing for your Atari 


Auto-Correct 


Preview 


Features 


Now with Auto-Correct and Preview 


* Learn from your typing errors and next time correct them automatically 
* Abbreviations expanded as you type * Capitalises sentences and proper nouns 


* Shows a full page just as it will appear * Works in any screen mode 
* Shows different size fonts, bold, italic, underline, sub/superscript and graphics 


* Unrivalled printer support including PostScript (over 400 printers listed) 

* Fast spelling checker and thesaurus * Graphics import and viewer 

* Flexible find and replace function works across multiple files * Hyphenation 

* Styles with scalable font and colour support (printer permitting) 

* Index/contents * footnotes * indent tabs * file sort/conversion * add column 
* Multi-column printing * up to 36 documents open * programmable mail merge 


| Exfile, the Magazine for 


Protext users 


Exfile is now the essential read for all 
Protext owners. Relaunched and being 
edited by Arnor, Exfile includes 


* Authoritative articles by the 
programmers of Protext 

* Contributions by knowledgable 
Protext enthusiasts 

* Readers technical queries answered 


* Protext discussion forum 


* Compatible with Falcon 256 colour mode and graphics cards * Hints and tips about using Protext 


* Programs and macros 
* Ideas to help you make the most of 
your printer 


| Value * Last year Protext cost £152.75. Today, though it is better than ever, it can be 


yours for just £74.95. Upgrade prices are also down - see below. 


“The most powerful word processor for the ST ... 

leaves the competition gasping” ATARI ST USER, Oct 1994 £ } 4 

“Builds on its predecessor's impeccable reputation” 

ST REVIEW, Oct 1994 (90% overall) Protext 6.5 , 95 
For Atari ST, TT, Falcon. 1Mb required. (Also Amiga, PC). 


6 issue subscription costs only £16. 
Back issues £3 each. 


“The Protext Companion" 


New Protext tutorial book by Alan 
Bradley (Sigma Press) £15.95. 


7 


Arnor Ltd (STF), 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 01733 68909. Fax: 01733 67299 
| All prices include VAT, postage within U.K. (Europe add £5, elsewhere add £10). Access/Visa accepted. Cheques payable to Arnor Ltd. 


| Do you have an earlier version of Protext to upgrade? Perhaps you originally tried a cover disk 
| and now have version 4.3. You can take advantage now of the lowest ever upgrade prices. For 
| these prices you get the full program and benefits as described above. Call 01/33 68909. 


Protext 6.5 Upgrades: From 6.0£29.95 5.5 or 9.0 £39.95 4.3 or earlier £49.95 
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for him. But he packs a pow- 
erful punch, and is fast on his 
feet. His image has been 
updated by manager Arnor 
lately, and he’s even adopted 
a couple of limited graphical 
moves from his newer com- 
petitors. But he doesn't go 
along with all that windows or 
GEM malarky, it slows him 
down too much, he says. 
Although he’s always won 
Gold in his previous fights, 
version 6.5 scored 85%. Pro- 
text is actually the favourite 
among many ST journalists 
who have grown to love him over 
the years, and at £74.95 is the 
ago, his style is rather spartan — cheapest of the three. But is he get- 
none of those fancy on-screen fonts ting tired and stale? 
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That’s Write 3 

PURSE: £129 

MANAGER: COMPO 

= 01487 773582 

LAST FIGHT: STF 63, 91 POINTS 


CONTENDER: 


Protext v6.5 

PURSE: £74.95 

MANAGER: Arnor 

= 01733 68909 

LAST FIGHT: STF 63, 85 POINTS 
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In the Red corner, it's Protext 6.5. 
This dangerous old British pro from 
Peterborough has been around for 
ten years or so, and is content to 
slug it out on his own, largely non- 
graphical terms. He knows every 
textual trick in the book and is 
unusually fluent, with a huge dictio- 
nary and well-developed thesaurus. 
Having started his career so long 


Insert words 
Delete words 
Edit wser dictionary ... 


it Hasn't long ago (in Issue 60, July of 
Edit exclusion dictionary ... 
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@ They don't come older, meaner or 
more powerful than Protext 6.5. 
Beware his simple and somewhat 
unattractive appearance — he’s no 
one’s fool and, when cornered, can 
produce excellent results. 


THE CONTENDERS 


8 Masquerading as a Mac 
lookalike, That‘’s Write 3 is 
a real smoothie. He's a 
traditional text-puncher 
on the face of it, but with 
all that fancy footwork he 
often out-manoeuvres 
many of the old school. 
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ie) smack you in the face 
with any SpeedoGDOS 

font you want — with no 

wie) extra purchase needed! 
Meeer At £129 his purse is 
heftier than Protext’s, 


In the Blue corner is That’s Write 3, 
who hasn't been around as long as 
Protext, but isn’t a newcomer 
either. Owing to his good all-round 
performance, this chap has 
become popular. He has that 


Mords Strokes 


Pages 
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352 
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smooth continental flair, but is liv- 
ing near Cambridge now and speak- 
ing perfect English. Manager 
COMPO is gradually building him 
up, and sees a Jong career in front 


of him. A nice looking fellow, That's 
Write 3 has a talent for exhibiting 
pictures, and can write in many a 
delicate hand while you watch. His 
favourite ‘ploy is being able to 


but he's prettier, although he lacks 
a thesaurus. He impressed the 
judges with a recent 91 point win in 
STF 63, but is he a match for the 
third even newer boy? 


The word processing scene for the ST has 
never looked so good, with three major 
releases - Protext 6.5, That’s Write 3 and 
Papyrus Gold - having just appeared at/once. 
But which one’s for you? Peter Crush presides 
over the’big fight. 


ow it wasn’t long™@ago 
| (back in issue 60, in fact) 
ithat ST FORMAT looked 


at all the word processors available 
for the ST, from 


programs - in fact they're more 
eerrectly referred to as ‘document 
processors Allle@rthem can work 
with multiple fonts and pictures to 

give you almost 


need. This happily drives a cheap 
dot matrix printer, and is fine for 
the average user. If however you 
have pretensions of grandeur, and 
want to produce more impressive 


cheap public | desktop publish- illustrated documents like 
domain packages “You'll need plenty of ing power, but if brochures, fanzines, or even books, 
to expensive docu- you intend to you need something more capable. 
_ ment processors. RAM, possibly a hard fork out a hun- That's where a document processor 
since then things dred notes or comes in handy, but bear in mind 
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have moved dra- 


drive, and a decent 


more you want 


that you'll also need plenty of RAM 


matically, with inkjet or laser printer to know who _ in your ST, possibly a hard drive, 
three major new ig you want to obtain boxes clever. and a decent inkjet or laser printer 
packages hitting if you want to obtain the best 
the market: Protext the best results” Who needs a results. The output quality obtain- 
6.5, That's Write 3 document able now (especially with the 
and Papyrus Gold, processor? advent of SpeedoGDOS 5, 


all reviewed in issue 63. Forget sim- 
ple text processing -— these three 
are all powertul, top of the range 


lf all you ever do is write the odd 
letter, a simple, inexpensive PD 
program like ist Word is all you 


reviewed in issue 63) is quite stun- 
ning, and if you're after profes- 
sional standards, a DP is for you. 


CONTENDER: 


Papyrus Gold 
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MANAGER: HiSoft/AVR 

= 01525 718181 

LAST FIGHT: STF 63, 91 POINTS 


In the er.. Gold corner, Papyrus, 
the new kid on the block, who 
appeared from out of the blue after 
a short advertising campaign. He 
crashed in and won a superb 91 
points on his first appearance in 
STF 63. If you want him in your 
ring you need to be one of the big 
boys yourself. Unless you can 
boast at least 2MBytes of RAM and 


are equipped with SpeedoGDOS 
he’s really not interested. He's now 
in the HiSoft stable, speaking fault- 
less English like his bosses. 
Papyrus’ instant display of sophis- 
tication is a revelation in such a 
new contender, and he outshines 
even That's Write 3 in the presen- 
tation stakes, being a dab hand at 
all kinds of semi-DTP tricks and the 
most highly charged graphical 
contestant. On the other hand, he’s 
lacking in the thesaurus depart- 
ment, like That’s Write 3. He's cer- 
tainly not cheap to book, at almost 
£130 plus £30 for SpeedoGDOS, 
but he’s quite a crowd pleaser and 
a force to be reckoned with. 
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Welcome to Papyrus the powerful, yet easy-to- 
use Word Processor for your Atari. As you wall 
find the many text procesang and DTP feahr 
ces of Papyrus makes the cezton of profes- 
sional documents child's 
play. 


To the lower right of this 
text is a graphic imported 
| linto Papyrus, the graphic 
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the text so that when 3 
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) igraphic. (Try paly a 
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objects including 


Fonts & Printing 


Quality font support is available via the acchi- 
med SpeedoGDOS outline font astem. Papy 


mis i hewever quite 
lpppy to us beth 
GDOS 1.1 and Signum 
bitmap fonts. 


Papyrus boasts excep- 

orally flemble printer 

support gwing you full 

control ower every aspect 
a Lm 


8 Papyrus Gold - flashy, expensive, brand new and damn good. All that gold 
might look vulgar on most youngsters, but he manages to carry it off. Trouble 
is he only spars with those big boy ST power users. 


Let battle commence 

OK, enough boxing metaphors. But 
it's a tough market out there for 
new word processors, and it's hard 
to choose the best one. We've put 
the three through a series of tests, 
directly comparing and contrasting 
our champions. 


ROUND 


The first consideration is whether 
your ST setup can satisfy the sys- 
tem requirements needed to oper- 
ate the software, and how easy 
each program is to get up and run- 
ning. Protext 6.5 only requires 
IMByte of RAM, either a colour or 
mono monitor, and a double- 
sided disk drive. There’s no 
need for loads of spare memory 
for fonts — Protext only uses the 
fonts already resident in your 
printer, and a hard drive isn't 
essential. That's Write 3 also only 
needs 1MByte, but will suffer if you 
utilise lots of memory-hungry 
fonts. That’s Write 3 works happily 
on a colour or mono screen, and 
although it will exist on a floppy 


drive system, it really needs a hard 
drive to perform properly. Papyrus 
Gold is the most demanding pro- 
gram — it only works on a mono 
display, needs 2MBytes of RAM 
and, because it requires Speedo- 
GDOS, it more or less dictates that 
you have a hard drive too, 
although it will (just about) work on 
a twin d/s floppy drive setup. 

All three programs run beau- 
tifully on a Falcon, looking 
smarter on your monitor, 
although final output quality 

isn't any better than that produced 
by an ST. Setting up all three is 
fairly straightforward — each has 
its own installation program, 
which takes care of everything 

for you, and good user manu- 

als are provided. 
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What do these programs actually 
do? What is their word processing 
prowess like? What about their dic- 
tionary and thesaurus features? 
Protext can do just about any- 
thing you want with words, 
enabling you to hold up to 36 


documents in memory at once and 
cut and paste text between them. 
Protext’s spelling and thesaurus 
facilities are the most comprehen- 
sive, and you can edit your own 
user dictionary from within the pro- 
gram as well as using its massive 
standard dictionaries, including 
legal and medical supplements. 

That's Write 3 can simultane- 
ously handle nine documents, each 
in its own enhanced GEM window. 
It boasts a reasonably good dictio- 
nary, which works in a_user- 
friendly manner and, like Protext, 
can auto-correct as you type. 
Shame there’s no_ thesaurus, 
although promised future versions 
of the software may include this. 

Papyrus Gold can operate 
with up to six documents in its 
GEM windows at any one time, and 
its dictionary contains all the usual 
features. Papyrus, however, lacks a 
thesaurus, which keeps Protext 
well ahead on points in the pure 
text-handling stakes, important if 
you use your WP for really serious 
writing. Each program imports text 
from other sources like 7st Word, 
ASCII and RIF, Protext being the 
most capable. 
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font, which means that it's defi- 
nitely not What You See Is What 
You Get (WYSIWYG), although the 
new Preview feature gives you a 
small representation on screen of 
how your printed pages will look. 

TW3 is a different kettle of 
fonts, and shows a proper on- 
screen version of your text as you 
type. The fourteen Speedo fonts 
provided can be printed out at any 
size up to two inches, no matter 
what printer you have, and there 
are plenty of extras available. TW3 
is able to utilise Speedo fonts with- 
out needing SpeedoGDOS, a bonus 
if money is tight. 
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happily drive a cheap 
however you have 


dot matrix printer, fine for the average user. If 


inpressive illustrated documents like brochures, fanzines, or even 
books, you need something more capable, That's where a document 
processor comes in handy, but you'll also need plenty of RAM in you 
computer, possibly a hard drive, and a decent inkjet or laser printer 


to obtain the best results. The output qual 
1 UHRECOGHISED WORD - '‘pretentions' 


pretensions | 
Z pretension 


3 pretentious 
4 hypertension 

5 partitions 

6 precautions 

7 portentousness 
8 pretentiously 


ROUND 3 


All WPs and DPs can_ handle 
straight text to a greater or lesser 
extent. But what about the way 
they present it, utilising alterna- 
tive fonts to jazz things up? 
Protext cannot use any 
fonts unless they‘re already 
available on your printer, not 
much good if you only have a 
cheap dot matrix, but great if 
you've got a laser printer with scal- 
able fonts. On screen Protext 
shows all text in the ST's system 


Store | {USER,LEX } 


| Change {pretensions } 


| Ignore | Mark Ign | SKip | 
| Learn | ‘cha All | Cancel | 


ity obtainable now 


Edit Original: 


Store in Dict: 


Papyrus is also WYSIWYG and can 
use any Speedo, GEM or Signum 
fonts, both on screen and on the 
printed page. You will however 
need version 4.2 of SpeedoGDOS 
to access Speedo fonts - it's avail- 
able from HiSoft for £30 if pur- 
chased with Papyrus. The ability 
to compose and view documents 
as they will look when printed is 
obviously a great advantage, and 
Protext suffers here, although its 
printed output Is just as good. 


Protext may look dull but can actu- 
ally be surprisingly bright. With a 
colour printer like an HP DeskJet 
560C you can have multicoloured 


page 
bs al 


ISSUE 65 ST FORMAT Bi'i 


| me | 
— - 
ne 


Es DE rOo- HEAD WORD BLE SS) See eli 


—— = — ee Se - = _ — SS = = 
= cme — —— a — 


wo 


| PROTEXT Document 3WPS,DOC 25K 
Page 1 Line i C=8,66" Insert 


ie HELP : 


How to use Help 
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£129 


Protext v6.5 
£74.95 


Program 
Price 


Papyrus Gold 
£129.95 


Oo 
Minimum RAM 
ST resolution 
Needs Speedo? 
Hard drive 
Runs on Falcon 


IMByte 

High, Medium 
Definitely not 
Optional 

Yes 


IMByte 

High, Medium 
Nope 
Recommended 
Yes 


Z2MBytes 

High only 

Really does 

Almost essential 

Yes é File menu, provides access to all the help information, Sone of the 
Wicmaioptions such as ‘General help topics', ‘Command line help' and 'Helpi| 
“igjabout stored commands' will bring up a further menu of help — | 

uiEisubjects. ‘Command line help' includes general information which 

relates equally to using the menus as well as the command line, 


Yes Yes Yes 
Yes No No 
Printer’s fonts Speedo fonts Speedo, GEM, Signum 


Spell-checker 


Thesaurus 
Fonts used 


Yes No 

Colour & mono Mono IMG only 
All embracing Good range 
7/10 8/10 

3mins, 35secs 2mins, 10secs 


Colour text 
import images 
Printer drivers 
Ease of use 
Test print time 


Yes 

Mono formats only 
SpeedoGDOS drivers 
9/10 

zmins, 18secs 


wiiEach screen of help information is displayed in a window which may 
i j\be scrolled up and down using the cursor keys, Sometimes words are 
ee |ighlighted in bold or a different colour. This means that you can 
click on the word to get help on that subject, 


text (if that's what turns you on) 
and pictures in a number of colour 
formats can be imported and used 
in your documents, albeit dithered 
into mono. 

TWS doesn't offer coloured 
text at all, and because it only 
imports IMG pictures you'll also 
have to stay in the monochrome 
domain for pics. Although you 
might only currently use your 
word processor for black and white 
pages, this is changing fast, and 
you may want to plan ahead for 


Protext CONFIG v6.51 


Current file! D:\PROTERSaeo Tone aorta Noe help Pros eee 


Printer drivers. RETURN to select, > for nore, 


ESC to edit name directly, 

point sizes and fonts for effect. To 
do this we used a standard STFM, 
coupled to a Protar hard drive, and 
to-abtain optimum output quality a 
Hewlett Packard LaserJet 4 at 300 
dots per inch. 

Protext’s skills in handling 
text and scalable printer fonts 
meant it had no trouble with the 
words, but bear in mind that you 
can't produce such large headlines 


#9 pin Epson conpatible 

¥9 pin IBM conpatible 

#24 pin Epson conpatible (new) 

4274 pin Epson compatible (old) 

#274 pin Epson compatible colour (new) 
#74 pin Epson conpatible colour (old) 
#24 pin Epson ESCP/?7 colour 

#74 pin Epson ESCP/Z compatible 

#24 pin IBM conpatible 

¥Acorn JP350 

#fnstrad DMP2608 

#fnstrad DMPIOOD 

¥fnstrad DHP4000 

*Anstrad LOS588 - Epson Mode 
¥Apricot Writer 3i%L 

¥Atari SLM 804 - Diablo node 


*Brother HJ-4688 - Epson Mode 
*Brother HL-4 

*Grother HL-4PS - PostScript mode 
*Brother HL-6 

*Brother HL-6) 

*Brother HL-ge 

[Brother HL-160h 

*Brother HL-10V/DV 

SBrother HRiS 

*Brother HRZ5 

*Grother 4-1109 

SBrother H-1709 

SBrother H-1224L 

*Brother H-1409 

SBrother H-1405 + font card 
*Brother 4-1709 


the day you get a colour printer. 

Papyrus Gold offers text in 
nine colours, although you can’t 
see them on screen, because the 
program only runs in mono on 
your ST! Papyrus doesn’t handle 
colour images at all, like the other 
two, but expect better colour sup- 
port from all three packages in 
future releases. If you own a Fal- 
con, Protext and Papyrus show 
you much more colour text infor- 
mation, while with TW3 everything 
is still mono, and it just shows the 
dialogs in nicer colours. Things are 
never quite as simple (or colourful) 
as you'd like them to be! 
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ROUND 5 
A vital consideration is how easily 
your.document can be printed, as 
well as the thorny question of 
printer drivers. Protext has literally 
hundreds of separate printer dri- 
page 
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*Atari SLM 804 - Epson mode 
*Brother HJ-i8B8i - Epson Mode 


Use ¢ & & to select options, 


vers builtin, and it’s easy to switch 

printer drivers. Protext needs this 

strength because it can only use 

the fonts and capabilities built into 
your printer. 

In contrast, TWS3 has a 

smaller range of printer drivers - 

you just specify which one 

you want during,the instal- 

lation process. ~ Because 

TW3 produces most Ofpits 

output graphically rather 

than by using your printer's 

inbuilt fonts, the generic 

printer drivers included are 

suitable for almost any 


machine from 9-pin dot matrix 
to inkjets and laser printers. 
The same is true for Papyrus, 
which uses an included set of 
SpeedoGDOS printer _—_ drivers. 
Either way, there's no worries with 
all three programs, and each pub- 
lisher is good at providing support 
as new printers appear. 


RETURN, © 


*6rother 4-1709 + font card 
SGrother W-1724L 


& * to change, ESC to quit menu 


ROUND 6 


How do all the individual features 
come together? How fast and easy 
to use are our three document 
processors, and what do the results 
look like? To evaluate this we used 
each program to 
produce the same 
dummy magazine 
page, complete 
with heading, 
subheading, body 
text and graphics. 
This also illus- 
trateSehow. you could useesthé’ soft- 
ware to produce different 
documents — straight text-based 
output (an article or essay), illus- 
trated reports or brochures includ- 
ing text and graphics, or even more 
complicated semi-DTP type pages 
using multiple fonts 


“All three are superb 
packages, and excel 
in different areas” 


if you own a simple dot matrix or 
inkjet printer (unlike , TW3 > or 
Papyrus). Protext has only just had 
its graphical abilities bolted on, but 
these performed well. Yau import 
the graphics using a dialog box, 
specifying the position On page 
and size of the picture in inches or 
cms - which is easier than it 
sounds and makes for @xact lay- 
outs. To see the resulting appear- 
ance of the page before printing, 
use the Preview feature, which isn't 
bad for what is basically a tradi- 
tional text-based 
program. There is 
no way at present 
to flow text 
around the  pic- 
tures. Printing out 
the test page from 
Protext was the 
slowest of the three, owing to the 
graphics — it's much faster when 
printing text. 

TW3 took more of a graphical 
approach. As text is restyled into 
new fonts and sizes, you can see 
what it looks like, and imported 


a Z = 
and styles. 
' | 
We imported | Text connands: cD 
the same ASCII text | [Ctrl] DI } next data line for nail nerge 
in h | [CTRL] DH : text nane (info, password,...) 
to each package, | [CTRL] OS : save font attribute 
plus the same three |) (CTRLY OR : recall font attribute 
|| (CTRL] OH : pause 1 second 
screenshots, then '| (CTRL] DP : insert page break 
|) (CTRL) MG...9 ! place marker G...9 
restyled the text | (RLY DF copy paragraph 
et 1 transter block to Search 
using the same Til 8) 


! transfer block to Replace 


1: test.tw Pi Al Page 
2 6 
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images are also visible on screen. 
There is a Page Preview feature 
that shows the full page layout in a 
mini GEM window —- useful for 
viewing the overall effect of your 
design. Moving images around on 
screen is easy compared with Pro- 
text - just drag them with the 
mouse pointer. Changing the size 
of the picture is possible by drag- 
ging the corner of the pic, and you 
instantly see the result. However, 
as with FProtext there is no easy 


The wordprocessing scene for the ST has never looked so good, w 
appeared Wondering which one to get? You need to read this detail 
6,5, That's Write 3 and Papyrus Gold! [t'sall you need to belp you s 


Helvetica iZpt 


Times L6pt 


method of flowing text around pic- 
tures. In use 7WG& is slightly more 
friendly than Protext, and it had the 
shortest printing time. 

Papyrus, however, gives the 
other two a bashing. Not only is it 
the easiest to use, the screen dis- 
plays are fast and the interface slick 
and intuitive. Its ‘non-modal 
dialogs’ enable you to try new set- 
tings quickly, leaving the dialog 
box on screen in case you make 
further amendments. The most 
modern looking program of the 
group, you just can’t help liking the 


way it all works. Reformatting text 
is dead simple, using a Mac-like 
ruler control, and to select a block 
of text you merely double-click 
within it. It is also the only program 


of the three that 
runaround, which tmproved the 
layout of our test document 
immensely — just take a look for 


enables text 


yourself. Not only that, Papyrus 
enables you to zoom in and out of 
your page to view it. It’s almost like 
real desktop publishing software, 
but quicker, and the printing time 
was only marginally. slower than 
That's Write 3 


lf you intend to use your WP for 
formal, business or purely textual 
purposes, Protext is ideal — it's 
tremendous value for money, has 
the best dictionary and thesaurus 
facilities, runs on a modest ST sys- 
tem and yet is extremely powerful. 
No doubt Arnor’s continuing devel- 
opment of Protext will gradually 
introduce more graphical abilities 
in time. 

That's Write 3 is a solid prod- 
uct, has a good turn of speed and 
gives you an instant WYSIWYG dis- 
play. There are plenty of powertul 
WP features built in, and if you 
want a word processor with graphi- 
cal abilities it may be just what 


Mut Boe 


PROTEET “eich 
Fase | Press a oF next page, of enter mest page nomber’ 


Triple Whammy! 


Triple Hhimmy! Three naw heanapeight Wu hit the ST scone ava aheg it Gut 


RESETS Fe TET 
——— 


The wordpreeng come te the SF ham rarer booed ac gage eae Te aipe Hegiseeed Wve 
bk Fae ped moe. Wondering whet oy i get! Fi seed oo reed Gale cleo 
“Haned 62 Ieigaed to Meg” competes of Proteet 6.6. Thar e Werite 2 peed Paeepricg Cesdel! fri all pcos 
Fetes ah Pols rceat tebe i 


go in awn GC), uty ef Sie peer Ge ibe geeciead chan SUF locked ot af ihe 

meraorecesson avatebia tor te 37, frees cheap Pubic Gea Geet eight up ip agperiee 
eae el Daldiriee Siicn thes thiege hws ceed Geer er eh Lee ae Dee ee 
Faeyr pects Faery che mericet. Farge sled Oe pee ae ce el ooeertel, ip cl 
Tha range yer or Pec ep ee Pete Gore meity ceterced fo oe eT ied oe ee al 
WP A ef eee oe sear eet seicigig ee ar BCS Mo gee peu elect dinsicinep 
caaiasiaa foot, be op Poe wo foe Gut 6 Red Ace oe Gre poe) eet fp ee 


@ The Preview option in Protext displays a little 

representation of the full test page on screen. It's 
= sketchy but good enough to convey a reasonable 
‘ impression. You can't zoom in to see more detail. 


B Using HP's LaserJet 4 to print out the test 
document from Protext 6.5 you get a splendid 
result - the scalable fonts in the printer are used 
to good effect. 


Triple Whammy! ae 
rE aR fa ae Me La you're looking for. Its use of 
re Wham : Sf PA aie — speedo fonts without Speedo- 


=| ane iomekormey whe cae ie pei? ew ord ace ee ddr! Heed i Pra im Heed capri Pee 
sb peg Cn a a 
——+ 


GDOS is ideal if you lack memory 
and money, and it's slightly easier 
to use than Protext. And if you 
have a modest printer it can deliver 
good results and multiple fonts 
where Frotext can't. 

Papyrus is the hottest of the 
three in terms of presentational 
power — it really does set a new 
standard in ST software. But you 
are looking at £160 for Papyrus 
itself plus SpeedoGDOS, and you 
need plenty of RAM, which makes 
it a power-user's toy. If HiSoft were 
to add colour picture import, 
Papyrus could seriously challenge 
some DTP software. The manual is 
well written and produced too. 

All three are superb pack- 
ages, and excel in different areas. 
None of them would disappoint, so 
why not contact the suppliers for 
more info and demo disks if you're 
really interested in becoming a 
document processor? stf 


|The meres ese fe: ae ee ped, wil d "i 

Sppeeed Westies whet see cn ger? View seed to eed thie dete 

45, Tanta ede 3 aod Pace Codd! ire ] yrs Bec ba Sel vee pect 
a 


pe le aed Ge), ey a he paras fh eee | he ET bee ed a ee Pola fer 

Gray Pedi [beeen cere fg ee pe Se pee ee Bey Gea kee eed 
drome, wel or bo Gen oor mg eo pecs eg Ee ei Pepe eee ee eg, ee ie 
el eect, wp eT ca! Rage de Te eS ee rey mle ede ee perce” Ui 
A oe are cae ee eh epg Lee ee peta ie py ee alee deep pobiedors fees. el 0 or rel 
@ ew cee ed ee oe ee ee ed eee ee eed pe ee. 


@ That's Write 3 shows the test page more clearly 
than Protext. Note the small Page Preview window 
as well as the usual size page display. Both are in 
the familiar scrollable, movable GEM windows. 


@ The printout from That's Write 3 doesn't vary in 
quality from Protext’s. We've used slightly different 
fonts for some variation and the print speed was 
slightly faster than with Protext. 


STEST. PAP 


BI a Triple Whammy! 
8G = 


fa fo Tag male me BSS) Se.« | 


Three new A¢awypeeignt Are Ait the 87 scene and slog it out! 


Full sage a) Tier wordproccming sorer for ther $7 bas eee looked ao goed. wah krce cuajer high-cod 

torn 2 a WP reknekes buiey poet appekred Womdesing whech one fo pet! Yeu need fo poed! dhs 

Printer reso lution a ota “Head to Head wo Cee coomperiess of Pree 65, Thet's Wree 3 eed Poppe 

= Chott! bine atl pou mend to brip poe ere the eed ceer for poner partimmlar peeebs. 

_ Setup. Spe ee . 

e fear Sh, Peg cl teen poe ca be pricier) thor 
CW beak ae al a orp. ve le foe ee ET free 
ies Pei CA a a GP es epi deel 
remem Lees aes og be mee Sra, ee eo 
Ye Se Ry he) Serie, Pepe 
py GT pee dines ee 
Poe ied eerresiity redotrrd fa a.“ 
proomeeer” ihes B  a  e eei  e 
ate) a TS LY ee oe i Seb liebe Repeal 

fie Be hy bee cee Re a ee pe Eee ee ee eee eed | 


Three new heavyweight WPs hit 1 


The wordprocessing scene for the ST has never, te 


AB pert 


@ Papyrus Gold provides the best on-screen views. 
You can see the full page or zoom in at various 
factors to reveal the fine detail of your masterpiece. 
a = Screen redraws and scrolling are fast too. 


@ The print produced by Papyrus Gold is the most 
attractive owing to the fact that it can run text 
alongside graphics, which gives the test document 
a much more professional appearance. 


page 


ISSUE 65 ST FORMAT 


IMAGERY 


Comprehensive drawing and filtering tools 
include a soft airbrush and analog masks 
for superb, fast retouching 


ANIMATION 


Extensive Deltafilm and direct-from-disk 
sequence and editing facilities 


VIDEO 


Software interface allows the user to capture live 
video as stills or animation from hardware 
digitisers such as TITAN Designs’ Exposé 


MORPHING 


Simply the fastest and most versatile morphing 
engine available on a sub-workstation processor 


£119.95 inc. VAT from 


TITAN Designs Ltd 
6 Witherford Way, Selly Oak 
Birmingham B29 4AX. U.K. 


Tel/Fax: +44 (0)21-414 1630 
CIS: 100345,2350 
Cheque, VISA, Access or Mastercard 


APEX media is © 1994 
BLACK SCORPION SOFTWARE 


OPEN SUNDAYS 
11 AM TP 4 PM 


-ate Night Opening 
dnesdays & Thurdays 
till 7.30 PM 


HOW TOORDER DELIVERY TARIFFS 


Order by telephone quoting your credit @Standard delivery........- 
make payabie to: FST COMPUTER @2-3 WEEK DayS.ereeeneu£2.95 
CENTHE Inanycorrespondenceplease @Next Week DaY...........£4.95 
Allow 5 working days cheque clearance Delivery subject tostock 
@All prices include VAT @ 17.5% 
@Large showroom with parking 


SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 
®Multi-million pound company FARNELLS oe 


DEPT. STF, UNIT3, ARMLEY 
PARK COURT, STANNINGLEY 

@Overseas orderstaken amncy “Oe 
®Educational purchase orders welcome 


RD, LEEDS, LS122AE. 
mm sce GYRATORY 
OPEN7DAYSAWEEK 


Prices are COmedct al the time of going to press. Please check our 
Iaiest prices before ordering. Se ee 
terms & Concihons{copy avatianle upon re ques! 


(NEW LOW) 
PRICES! 


This modem has full 14400 baud. bochucies W Jibs, V3 Wats, Wied, 
Vil, MNP2-5, V.42, Vaibis, Class 1 & 2 commands, 9600714400 


TelephoneO532 319444 


24 isa MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 0532 319791 
NEVW!BBS Modem sales & technical line Tel 0532 311422 


| M62/M621 


Why not place your orders on 
our new bulletin board. First § 
comm is not just a means of or- 
dering, italsogives youaccessto ff 
read or download technical sup- 
portfiles and advice, 


FIRST COMPUTER 
CEN TRE 


Era ie AT take the hamoti for the A&4. This menges with ihe A58 [by- 
passing Leeds town cenion) which meets the Armley gyraiory 


COMPUTER CENTRE 


PRINTERS 
All our pesos homaven ribbon 


2% surcharge on Amex 


Myw|SUPRA MODEMS 


PUBLIC DOMAIN 
Archivers... n= £1.50 
Astronomy Programns1, ‘2or3..each£1.50 


» V Astronomy Programns a Bess £1.50 | 
= Group d Fax. Incluces free men corns (mot Fle a First Falcon Utils Disk. “89.00 
C an on age, Amiga Easytext.... Se Se oT 
_ Format Midi Sequencers... veveereeee 1.50 


avenvyets Heat 
FP epehr oy Pea 
souk 1 OO) 


G27 PC Format 


Speccy Emulators... 
Packers... micas 


Laser quality oulpel Large buffer 
Virus Killers... 
Databases 


i Even faster than the standard 2400 from Supra with auto dial & auto 


receive, 5600 bos Hayes comp. V22Bis, V42 Bis, MNP 2-5 & auto The amazing new Seas ee for the Atari. 86% Pave Thane: ona ereae £150 
a page a min 5: a 2 amma merce & 60 page adjust to maximise transmission speeds. Includes tree modem ratedin ST Format January issue! Datahases Collection lor... "each? 50 
eee. comma (not Fax) awd cable, 


new Bubble pel irom Ganon 


CITIZEN 


COMPUTER PRINTERS 


Citizen printers have a2 year guarantee 


Simple (4 Sent as ABC) to ue jo printer. Comes as standard 
with 50 sheet Auto sheet feeder. Tractor feed opGonal af 
if ee Wiihtut thé colour onan 


Sanne oul part as the 240 but with bess facilities 
24 pin, 240cps draft, 10 fonts, quiet mode, 2bcps. 


ree inkjet print er rwith bullt in auto sheet fonder 


ta HEW LETT 

LA PACKARD 

NEW! 

NEW!H 

ph lt ian ae {ANP prinkersc come wiha 9 year | 
SEQIC 


Spincolour, Bionts, 180 cpsdrait, 44cpsNlO 


24 pin quality, 210 cps draft, 67 cps LO, 243K butter, fonts 
& quiet mode. 


Stunning affordable colour printer. PPM, low nunning costs 


CONSUMABLES 


| QTY DSIDD DISKS Branded DS/DD 


aspera Naas are 


Disk labels 500..¢ a 4 
Citizen Swift mono ribbon............ 
Citizen Swift ee ribbon... 

Star LC100 mono... are De 

Star LC200 mone... coven hicesiaet lebih 
Star C100 colour... intrennkon eee a 
Star LC200 colour... 

Star LC24-30 mono. idee — 
ae ee at he te sent Vf 
eeoeeeet 11.99 
Star Lot 0/20 cover.... 

Citizen Swift/ABC... 

HP 500/550/510... 

Star LC24-300/30/100/200... 


eave a fortune in running costs wilh your Ink/bubble jet. 
| Compatible with HP, Sk aes & many others, 


Single refills........... ( page 
Twin refills.. ..(44mi1).£1: 
Three colour kit. 66ml).© 
Full colour kit.......(88ml) 
Bulk refills......... (125ml). , 
Canon BJ10 cartridge... esinnsenece 1. 
Double life 500 cartridges............... 
HP550/500 Colour cartridge...... 
Star SJ48 cartridge... 

Star $J144 mono or colour (3 pack). 
Printer Switch Box 2way.... 

Printer Switch Box 3 way... 
Printer Stands (U onspaces 

3 Metre printer cable. 

5 Metre printer cable... 


10 Metre printer cable.. 


Low oon version of the classic Va2bis Fax mockem, Features as 
bedow but class 7 fax onty and LED cis 


paay 
Sapna modems are nol BART aporored, however they periarm ants 


often cut perio BABT approved modems. Supra Modems have a5 
lenied wurranty 


/ 


Modem cable tor Sportster and Courier ES 
if you thought V32bis was fasttry V34 
(28,800 bps). They come with as year 
warranty & are BABT Approved 


All our monitors are UK spec. All monitors 
come compe with @ free Amiga lead" 


High resolution 14" mone monitor. 40" 400 resolution. Stable | 
image and razor sharp quality. Comes with builtin tilt S swivel | 


Praniior stand. 


28 dpi, 
compatible. No audio, tilt & swivell stand, 


NEW! 


This famous Stereo, colourmon- 
itor ig back. Complete with 12 
manths onsite maintenance 


with monitor 


GENLOCKS 


15) (Sa (SWS) [SWS [Video (MIE 
HAMA TRIIOCK suitable for 


VHS, VHS-C, S-VHS, 5-VHS-C, Hi8 and 
Video 8 


tiltand swivell stand only €9.9¢ 


ROM SHARERS 


Upgrade your Atari to TOS 2.06 with 
this easy to install add-on. Gives you 


the capability to switch between your 


old TOS and 2.06 


inc TOS 2,06 ROM 


Miarpet RAM 


Marpet products come witha 12 month warranty. 


uses SIMM boards for AM $0 justadd the cost of SMMS to get 
your populated price. Prima products comes 
witha full year quaranbee 


15/38 KHz, all Amiga modes, AGA | 


Get on line wing this great value fasl modem with auto dial & 
recelve. 2400 baud Hayes comp, V22 BIS. Includes tree modem 
connie aw 4 cabia!! 


These drives are fully auto booting and auto 


parking. The metal case has a very small | 


footprint, fastaccessandis VERY QUIET. 


| The DC range come with a built in real time clock | 
land disk cache as standard that can reduce disk | 


accessing time by 50%. Standard warranty 1 year. 


SIZE SPEED 


BARE SCSI DRIVES 


ADD £25.00 FOR FITTING 


OTHER 
PERIPHERALS 


Thés isa powerful sgesersyton with builtin Stened areier. i vill 
plug inte an Aten STE, Commodore Amiga or Acorn Archimedes. 
Complete with ita own power supply the 2y-Fl system can also be 
poweredby batteries _ 


Higher spec ification version of above 


Real time clock that plugs inte cartridge port. Software far setting 
time & date. Marpet products carry a2 year guarantee 


(manual version) 
kool heb ee ot 


awilches behveen aalek cohoeur mexniltcrs, 
suchas 5M144 4 BES3MK2 


Lee 


Quality Mouse Mats... 
10 Capacity Disk Box : 

20 Capacity Disk BoX.........1:escceceeeee: ; 
40 Capacity Lockable Disk Box... 

100 Capacity Lockable Disk Box.... 

"90 Capacity Stackable Banx Box.. 
Si raid hati atta De sak beta 7 


Sraetey he purchasing just one Posso or Banx box. 
tei! ba stare ene ih other product or when 

hoes fymelt 

14" Monitor COVEF...........0.00 aerial 


sey to Scart Cables 
$S701.8MTRoprinter lead... 4.06 
Modem/null modem cables... eae 9,9! 
STFM/STE Power Supplies.... 
Key 
Internal Disk Drives. .........--...-...cec1s0 19 
STe Motherboards 


STEM Motherboards... ies 


2 way Parallel port sharer...... | 
| Joystick/mouseextension leads..........£ of 


Pees Z 


| Atari 5200/1040 dustcover........c...£ 
| DMAchibp..... febeeded : 
| WAMU chili en ayaa 


Pre triiet ieee tote ots 


Video Shifter chipp.......cccreccccses srtmeerive dee 


COMPUTERS 


Th Mha 32 bit technology tor teal processing, 1.44 Mb floppy disk, 1,40r 
14 Mb configurations. Software bundle comes with CALAPPT 
Pri 


4 personalini chee heres ocalc spreadsheat, Talking Clock, 


plus Larederairers ane Breakout 


Atari 1040 STe 
Refurb Packs 


NOW BACKINSTOCK!) 
Limited Stock, Fully tested | 


12 month warranty on all computers 


from only £129.99 basepack ) 


or £139.99 for Family Curriculum 


90% rating. 
) for 400 Dpi version 


1 mag external drive, high 
Gissiify low migedrive. Ine 
PSU 


This] meg extemal drive comes with Virus checker, Guill in 
Bitz turbos and boot ewiich fordrive &, Includes PSU 


VIDI 12 ST 
BY ROMBO 


As official dealers for Rombo, we are able to 
offerthis excellent package at agreat price. Vidi 


12 ST replaces the famous Complete Colour} 
Solution with a higher specification butalower 


price! 
Contents include multimedia digitiser, software, 


manuals and phonocable 


| Main Features: 


Both colour & mono image capiure, no separate AGB splitter 


of fillers required, fully fumctional animation workstation, mix 


} imeapes bo almost any resolution, all anny Ae colour modes are 


supported, ma proceaan effects, Glo lonmabes include 
IMG, ART, IF, EF. SPI SPC, EO, BMP, EF: 


SCANNERS 


This scarner comes wiih the latest version 2 software. Wilh 


brigini i sharp grey Scale performance 4 flexible scanned image | 


display manipulation options. Options include Clean wp, 
embokien, resize & fig. 


Hew wersional this famous 400 DP scanner. includes Touch upand 


Merge softwant enabling you to alter and manipulate high resolver 
images. Needs 1 Mb of AM and nuns inimoanoonly.< 


This hand scanner isavailable onhy forthe Fabcon. Specincudes 


) 256k colours, 5010 400 Dpl 


O/T pal ree eee er Spiecavek vabivanges £1.50 
Noisetracker 1.5... £1.50 | 
Games Pack, Asteroids, Astrpanic, Atax, 
Ballzone, Bellum, Blaster..........0.0e0 £1.50 | 


Blobs, Breakanoid, atc. 
Games Pack, Blox, 
Kingdoms demo.... 

Games Pack, Gravy, Grav2, Maz. Cacti cheats at 20 
Games Pack, Llamatron 1/2+1Mb version, | 
Revenge ofthe MutantCamels..21 50 
Games Pack, Cybernetix, Daleks, 
Entombed, Happy Worm etc............. £1.50 | 
Games Pack, Tetris, Downfall, Kubesetc..£1.50 | 


APPLICATION 
SOFTWARE 


éaiged, Cloud 


MUSIG/SOUND 
16(Falcon only). 


Cubase Lite, 16track, score printing capability... 


Cubase V3, midirecord, score printing capability 
Cubase Audio Falcon... 


integrated d igital audio midi with score pri n ting capa bili ity 


UTILITIES/PROGRAMMING 


backup utility..£44. 


VIDEO AND GRAPHICS 


~ pata Ly sere 


WORD PROCESSING & DTP 


TIMEWORKS/IST WORD PLUS» 
SPECIAL OFFER!! 


This excellentbundlecomes with 
Timeworks 2 and First Word Plus 3.2 


ATARI REPAIRS 


We offer a FREE quotation on your Atan or any 
peripheral (monitors, printers etc). A delivery tart of 
justES.00is changed forretum delivery oraltemativery 
You can visit our showroom. We can also arange a 
couner pickupatan additional costof£11.00. 


All work isf 
carried out by 
our highly 
gualified 
engineers in} 
custom bullt} 


premises. We 
willalsalinstall 
any Upgrade 
soliware or 
accessory 
from our main 
= advert free of 

| chargé unless | 
otherwise 
stated. 


Allrepairs are covered by a 90 ‘Q442 


Tel. 0532 319444 


Our catalogue is not a simple ABC list of programs, but is over 220 
pages of information, with screen shots and descriptions for hundreds 
of disks of the very best in ST/STE & Falcon P.D. and Shareware. 


aT AE eva 


eb Bek a 
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Discover why thousands of ST 
users Worldwide have, for over 
eight years, chosen Goodman's for 
all their Public Domain and 
Shareware needs. 


Order any 5 disks from the list below for 
only £9.95 inclusive, and receive a copy 


Loose Leaf Format 
For Easy Updating 
Divided Into 11 Main 
Reference Sections 


Complete With Card 
Index Dividers 


Subscription Available For 


Updates & Amendments 


Includes the STOS Source 
Code Selection 


Send for your copy today 


Still Only 


£2.95 


Inclusive of UK Carriage 


Offer limited to | free catalogue per household 


| GAMES 
| GD2170 DAVE MUNSIE GAMES 
| | GD2178 TOWERS (2 Disks) 
| | GD2256 WALLS OF ILLUSION 
| | GD2253 TRIYAHOO 
GD2267 BLOX 
| GD2276 SNACMAN 
| GD22735 DCS Compilation 
| GD2284 PACMAN ON ‘E’s 
| GD2290 MEDIEVAL CHESS 
| GD2315 STARBALL & PAINTER 
| GD2352 DARTS 
| GD2357 FRANTICK (2 Disks) 


EDUCATION 
GD1883 WEATHER TIME 

| GD1884 PLAYTIME 

| GD1888 ALGEBRA 
GD2184 ADVANCED FRANGLAIS 
GD2248 CLOCKTIME 

| GD2283 ST GLOBE 
GD2176 PICTS TO PARL’ 3 

| GD2293 PICTS TO PARL’ 4 
GD2296 ROMAN EMPIRE 
GD2299 LABORANT PRO 
GD2273 KV PHONIC 


HOME & OFFICE 

GD1601 IDEALIST 

GD1672 DB WRITER 

GD1673 DB WRITER EXTRAS 

GD2064 ROUTE FINDER 
| | GD2175 INVOICE MASTER 

GD2255 RECIPE BOX 

GD2198 MARCEL WORD PRO 
| | GD2295 HEBREW WORD PRO 
GD2291 CAL MUSIC FONT 
GD2209 SUPERCARD 3 
GD2254 O.C.R. 
GD2318 GROCERY LISTER 
GD2347 ADDRESS MANAGER 
GD2317 EVEREST & GRAMMAR 


STOS 
STOSSER DISK MAGAZINE 
ALL ISSUES TO 18 AVAILABLE 


SPECIAL INTEREST 
GD1380 MORSE CODE 

GD1853 GERMAN TRANSLATE 3 
GD2187 FAMILY TREE 

GD2251 R.A.E. TUTOR DEMO 
GD2271 BATTERY EXPERT 
GD2203 ZX81 EMULATOR 
GD2205 SPECTRUM EMULATOR 
GD2331 ST NEWS 9.1 

GD2355 ST NEWS 9.2 

GD2250 DATACHESS 2 (2 Disks) 
GD2278 CREATIVE TITLES 2 
GD2338 BIORHYTHM 


UTILITIES 

GD2065 LET THEM FLY (English) 
GD2120 TERRA DESK 1.40 
GD2280 MASTER BROWSE 4.5 
GD2129 TWO IN ONE (English) 
GD2173 ST ZIP 2.6 & LZH 3.1 
GD2188 MOUSE KA MANIA 
GD2314 OMEN 

GD2326 ICON JUGGLER 


TRACKER 
GD2259 STORMTRACKER DEMO 
GD2286 OCTALYSER STE 


GRAPHICS 

GD 1347 PRINTING PRESS (English) 
GD1348 PRINTING PRESS Support 
GD2020 CRACKART (English) 
GD2035 GEMVIEW 3.05 

GD2038 KOZMIC 4 

GD2055 KADINSKY 

GD2277 ART FOR KIDS DEMO 
GD2308 MULTICAD 

GD2309 SPEED OF LIGHT 3.5 


FALCON 

GF71 TOWERS 

GF74 ICDRAW 

GF79 BACKWARD 2.52 Etc 

GF84 GSPOOL & SPEED OF LIGHT 
GF82 LAZER 2 DEMO (2 Disks) 
GF90 BOOM GAME DEMO 


Hundreds of other disks available including Budgie UK 


Programmers: For maximum circulation, forward your work direct to 


Goodman's for inclusion on future catalogue updates. 


Association of Shareware Professionals Approved 


StormTracker 


| produced sound and graphics 


S23 


a 


From ASTRAsoft 


StormTracker 1s the first MOD editor on any 
computer to ditch the cryptic code method and 
allow you to get on with writing your music 


Slorntrecker File Edit Options Semple Extras Help 


Storatreacker : Bataline Thingy [BSSSLINE AOD] «= 


= ae Be —- || Fattero Effects 


= 6) BASES. 


ee ued 


* Can use raw, AVR and WAV samples 
* Samples Disk Included 
* 100 Page Illustrated Manual 


Art For Kids 


From Moving Pixels 

Designed with the help of Children, Parents and 
Teachers. An Entertaining, Educational, and 
Productivity Tool all in one great package. 
= . 
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* Crazy Sound Effects 
* Built-in range of Stamps 
* Hidden screens, and much, much more 


AVAILABLE NOW 
The MONULATOR 


The Commercial High Res 
Emulator for ST & STe 


Only’ 9.797 
AVAILABLE SOON 
VIDEO SUPREME 2 


The follow-up to the popular 
version |, with more features 
and loads of new effects Qty 


TOWERS 2 au 


For the Falcon only, with full 50 
screen scrolling, professionally 100 


All Prices include UK carriage 


Goodman's (Dept STF) 
16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate, Longton, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST3 1SW. 


Tel: 0782 335650 Fax: 0782 316132 


> PARAL EEC PZRE SS 


OTHER TITLES 
Mobsters City, Degas Art 2, 
Club Dominoes, Video 
Supreme, Screen Maker, plus 
our own MicroMagic Budget 
Software Range 
BLANK 3.5" DISKS" 
GOLDMASTER BULK 
FULLY GUARANTEED 


£19.00 
£36.00 
Labels Included 


For the ST/STe 
TT & Falcon 


(Min IMb Memory) 


16 Bit sound on 
the Falcon 


Available 
Now 
for ONLY 


£14.95 


For the ST/STe 
TT & Falcon 


(Min IMb Memory) 


Not compatible 
with STFM 


Available 
Now 
for ONLY 


DD HD 
£4.95 £5.95 
£27.50 
£49.95 


ae 


ha 
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ortimer is a butler that 
promises to make your life 
W Measier by doing almost all 


those unpleasant, boring, repetitive 
little tasks on your ST for you. Once 
installed you can call it from within 
any program using a simple combina- 
tion of keypresses. It can easily be 
banished when 
not required, and 
takes up just 64K 
of your memory. 
This might cause 


“It’s certainly useful, 
but it fails to provide 


Improve your ST's 

pedigree with its own 

butler. Mortimer enables 
you to live the high life. 


even use the fiddly command line 
(why, why?). Mortimer contains a 
built-in text editor, screen magnifier, 
various disk utilities, a snapshot func- 
tion, IMG file displayer, print spooler, 
RAMdisk, memory allocator and cal- 
culator, among other things. Mor- 
timer also acts as a resident virus 
checker, although 
it's rather primitive 
and merely reports 
all executable boot 
sectors or programs 


problems if any more than that attempt to 
you're = running E F = write to other files. 
really | memory- basic functions’ As a result, more 


hungry programs 
on a _ machines 
with the minimum memory configu- 
ration, but if you've got RAM to spare 
then Mortimer should pose you and 
your ST no problems. 


Mine’s a Perth Pink, Jeeves 
Calling the program brings up a pic- 
ture of your butler and a list of 
options, which can be activated by a 
variety of means. You can click on 
them, type a keyboard short cut or 


than a little caution 
is required when 
using this option. Be warned. 

All of these features can be 
found elsewhere, but not together in 
this form or as a memory resident 
program. Programs that do cover the 
various options built into Mortimer 
usually come as Desk Accessories, and 
are therefore inaccessible from pro- 
grams that don’t support GEM (such 
as STOS). Mortimer, on the other 
hand isn't restricted in this way. 


o 
Soft & Hardware GmbH 
A. Stdler, S.Rinke 1989 
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LITY REVIEW 


MORTIMER MEMORY ALLOCATION 


available: ae 


editor : 
spooler 1 
spooler 2: 
Magnifier: 
Macros | 


hentop 


SMAAPMPERELEASED | 


RAM disk | 
Mortimer : 
i convert Li 
6 convert 2 
32066 access 
i cut/paste: 


SSAVE SCREE 


emergency lock [ON | Gigi 
reserve memory Nax: 67584) Mini __65536 


8 Mortimer works by accessing various 
sub-menus, which then enable you to 
perform your changes effortlessly. Er, 
Your Lordship. 


Mortimer is further complemented by 
an editor program, which you can 
redefine to your own preferences. 
You can alter all the menu com- 
mands, perhaps replacing the Hard 
Drive Ship option if you aren’t fortu- 
nate enough to own such a miracle of 
storage capacity with something 
more relevant to your immediate 
needs (a calculator function to calcu- 
late your lack of funds, perhaps?). 


Will you hire or 

fire Mortimer? 

Mortimer’s a difficult program to rec- 
ommend unreservedly. It’s certainly 
useful, but it fails to provide any more 
than basic functions. You can format 
disks, but with no more flexibility 
than if you were to select Format 
from the Desktop menu. The virus 
checker, too, is crude but effective... 
possibly too effective if you're not 
sure what you're doing. For example, 
when decompacting Personal Pascal 
from last month’s Cover Disk with 


command: | __ 


Hot on the heels of Mortimer is the enhanced Mortimer 
Deluxe, the Jeeves of all Desktop butlers. Apart from being 
TOS 2.06 compatible, it also boasts extra features not 
available in the cheap ‘n’ cheerful version. 


New features promised in Mortimer Deluxe include a 
more controllable file selector, with which you can find 
out details like file sizes, dates and attributes as well as 
sort the file selector to your requirements. You can also 
convert pictures between PAC, PIC, Degas and IMG 


@ “Yes, there is something you can do for 
me Mortimer. Get me another girlfriend. 
You can’t? Call yourself a butler, man?” 


formats, or even search files for specific strings (such as “I 
am now a bitter and disillusioned Disk Editor” in letters to 
ex-girlfriends). Mortimer Deluxe will also feature a calendar 
and alarm facility, so you can give yourself a five-minute 
warning before the world ends (enabling you to quickly 
save all your data before Armageddon). : 

With all that and more, it sounds like it could be 
worth the £34.95 asking price. Keep your eyes peeled (no, 
not literally!) for a review in ST FORMAT soon. 


Ata 
oe lete 
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8 Mortimer can be called up from 
within any other program by a simple 
combination of keypresses. 

Mortimer installed, it claims that the 
assembler and compiler programs 
contain link viruses simply because 
they write to other files - as such pro- 
grams do. At least the manual warns 
you of this. 

Nevertheless, if what you've 
seen attracts you, then Mortimer 
should satisfy your ST’s needs in a 
strictly no-frills fashion. Of course, 
you might want to wait for Mortimer 
Deluxe (see the panel below for more 
details) to see whether all the 
improvements contained therein jus- 
tify shelling out an extra £20 for the 
extra features. stf 

NICK PEERS 


£14.95 FaST Club 
@f 0115 945 5305 


B@ Unobtrusive, yet 


easily called 
@ Functional and fast 


@ Basic 
8 Not TOS 2.06 
compatible 
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veryone loves high-quality 
Ex: on their machines, 

don't they? But one of the main 
problems with using an interface such 
as a Desktop is that you tend to run 
out of room. Looking at three differ- 
ent windows at once is impossible if 
you're using low-res mode, and only 
slightly easier in medium. This is 
because as the pixels get smaller and 
smaller the amount you can fit on to 
the screen increases directly with it. 

Compo Software have devel- 
oped Screenblaster 2 to address this 
problem. Screenblaster claims to 
increase your Falcon’s resolution by 
up to 300 per cent. When you go 
into scarily-high-res, provided by 
ScreenBlaster, the amount you can fit 
on screen increases by terrifying 
amounts, giving you what the Falcon 
honestly believes is a screen approxi- 
mately three times the size of the nor- 
mal one, on a 


, Increase the graphic capabilities of your 


&/ 
\ =H | 


= 


modification and some software to 
make use of this modification. The 
system works well -— because the 
hardware is all external there’s no 
need to rip the lid off your machine, 
and definitely no need for things like 
soldering irons. The other hint that 

this might be an 


normal sized moni- insanely effective 
tor. Screenblaster nie little modification 
is more than just a Screenblaster is the improve- 


piece of software, 
though. It's a 
machine extension 
— modifications like 
this actually alter 


claims to increase 
your Falcon’s 
resolution by up to 


ment in resolutions 
now available —- 
after all, a screen 
with 1,152 by 832 
pixels is what we 


the way your 300 per cent” call a definite 
machine operates. improvement. 

In this case, it SSeS The only 
directly affects the problems you're 


data written to the monitor, replacing 
the original image with its new, more 
detailed signal. 


Insanely effective 
Like most other machine extensions, 
Screenblaster consists of a hardware 


ao 


likely to come across will be caused 
by your monitor rather than the 
Screenblaster itself. Although the Fal- 
con doesn’t exactly run in low resolu- 
tion anyway, you should consider the 
possibility that your monitor just 
won't be able to cope with this new, 


aes 


ce ce 


jo] cee Tu 


Paula*=s+ Bim 


| 8 And here it is in action - a truly 


enormous Desktop for people who 
like a bit of space to breathe. 


FORMAT 


ISSUE 65 


higher resolution. This won’t be a big 
fault, but you might find that your 
monitor just isn’t capable of display- 
ing pixels that small — while, at worst, 
things might be a little hard to read. 
If, however, you decided to do your 
Falcon justice by purchasing a high 
quality monitor with it (we use a 
Memorex Telex which works 
absolutely wonderfully), you 


) Falcon with COMPO’S update to a clever 
little bit of hardware. 


shouldn’t experience too many prob- 
lems with Screenblaster. 


Softly, softly 

The software driving the system 
works simply. Resolution is either set 
at startup or from a Desktop Acces- 
sory, accessed with the Desk menu. 
Not only can you select the resolu- 
tion, but you can also choose the 


a Te 
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RES ENHANCER REVIEWS 


BLASTER 2 


WHO NEEDS IT? 


Monitor data 
Monitor: | SYGA Multiscan 


31.08 kHz 
68.868 kHz 


68.88 Hz 
88.88 Hz 


6.68 us 


min. Line frequency: 
max. Line frequency: 


refresh rate : 
refresh rate : 


HBlank-Length: 
HBlank-Length: 
YBlank-Length: 
YBlank-Length: 


Aininun 
naxiaun 


nin 
max 
nin 
max 


Monitor Connect: 


SYGA Hultiscan 


Atari SMi24 
Atari SMi44/46 
Atari $€1224 
Atari PICi4xx 
Amiga i884 
OverScan GENLOCK 


Hor-Freg: 31 - 60 KHz 
Yert Freq: 686 - 88 Hz 
Monit.Type: Multi Freq. 


correct ports and mon- 
itor configurations for 
your particular setup. 
However, the configu- 


ration package does 
leave a little to be 
desired - It's not 
exactly the most 
friendly, §GEM-based 


system around — but, 
having said that every- 
thing you might want 
to change is at least 
readily accessible. 


2 Colors 
4 Colors 
16 Colors 


256 Colors 
Col 
TT 


Colors: 


Slection 


SO OK OK OK OK ORE 


iguration...— 


The only real problem comes with the 
manual, which is, well, terse to say 
the least. But then, manuals are 
always a problem, aren‘’t they? You 
get the sneaking suspicion that 
installing and operating an entirely 
new graphics system on your Falcon 
should take a few more than 11 
pages, particularly considering the 
fact that no explanation is given 
regarding how you should go about 
making full use of this virtual screen 
in assembler. Or any other language, 
for that matter. 

For straightforward use you 
can’t go far wrong, though. You're 
taken through every step of the instal- 
lation with or without a hard drive 
with close keypress guidance, right 
down to selecting your resolution and 
KHz rate. Be warned, though — a cer- 
tain amount of technical knowledge 
on your part is assumed bythe 
author, and you don't find too many 
explanations. At the worst you might 
get the Screenblaster installed, work- 
ing, and impressing all your friends, 
except you won't have a clue what 
it's doing and why. At best, you'll 
have Screenblaster up and running, 
and you'll be able to take advantage 


Screenblaster Resolution Selection Ss? 


Virtual: 
is] 888 || x 
ie] 688 |) 7 


of this excellent system. And impress 
your friends. 


At the end of the day, this is a little 
box that your Falcon needs. The Fal- 
con’s capabilities as a home computer 
are exceptional, and the ‘Screen- 
blaster, although simply a graphic 
enhancement package, expands 
these capabilities yet further, increas- 
ing the size of your Desktop so that 
it’s no longer just a screen with sev- 
eral windows crammed tightly on to 
it. If you want enough room to get 
some proper work in, Screenblaster is 
a good option. stf 

SIMON FORRESTER 


Screenblaster 2 


£79 COMPO Software 
@ 01487 773582 
Falcon only 

Highs 

@ Massive resolutions 
@ Creates a usable 


desktop (at last!) 
Lows 
@ Hangs off the 
back of your Falcon 
@ Slightly unhelpful manual 


What else? 
@ There's nothing else like it 


Triggering: Paddle Port Al aos 
ee! 
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REVIEW VIDEO DIGITISER 


@ This was an animation using one 
of the smaller windows, giving 
around 170 frames. of animation. 


You too can capture real-time 

{oi video and impress your 

J) friends. All you need is 

Sf your Falcon, ScreenEye. 
Er, and a VCR or camera. 


hen the Falcon first arrived 
on the Atari scene, it was 
worshipped on _ several 


counts. The first and definitely fore- 
most feature was its sonic capabilities. 
Next came the processing speed, 


aided with enough hardware backup 
to blow most other home computers 
clean out of the water. 

But the other hyped feature of 
the machine was its graphical capa- 
bilities - it could supposedly handle 
true-colour palettes as well as high- 
resolution displays. Unlike the sound 
and speed, this video capability 
hasn’t really been pushed to the full 
extent. Other than some really rather 


@ The editor enables you to splice, 
delete or insert frames — just like : 
. the pros (but you're not paid for it). —ipe 


Now this is the scary bit. To get 
ScreenEye working well with your 
Falcons, Screws have to be 
Unscrewed, and Circuit Boards have 
to be Fitted. It gets progressively 


scarier from there on. The manual 
advises you to either take the whole 
lot to your Atari dealer or a qualified 
technician, or attempt the job your- 
self with the instructions provided. 
In the true spirit of home com- 
puting, we decided to fit it ourselves. 


. § The animations run backwards as 
» well. You just can't tel! that from 


. the screenshots. 


natty JPEG animations, nothing's hap- 
pened on the video front. 

Until now. ScreenEye, available 
primarily from COMPO (but devel- 
oped by Overscan for the German 
company Matrix), is a video digitiser 
with a difference. Whereas machines 
like the ST are capable of grabbing 
frames from video and manipulating 
them, the Falcon is one of the few 
machines actually capable of stealing 
whole real-time sequences at a high 
frame rate. This task, although theo- 
retically simple on a machine as pow- 
erful as the Falcon or PC, has so far 
only really been mastered by the Fal- 
con to any realistic degree. 


Digital nightmares 

The ScreenEye system comprises an 
internal board, which is slotted into 
the standard extension bus, and soft- 
ware to drive this hardware. The 
board itself is smaller than tiny, not so 
much fitting inside your Falcon as 
falling into it. 

But what exactly does it do? 
Well, ScreenEye works in three main 
ways, furnishing your Falcon with the 
following abilities: 

H The ability to display real-time 
video on screen. 


WIRES ‘N’ STUFF 


After all, you can’t call yourself a 
proper Atari nut until you've sat with 


a cold feeling in the pit of your | 


stomach for half an hour, trying to 
work out how to put the several bits 
of identical-looking circuit board 
back together. 

The fitting was, however, fairly 
hassle-free, except for trying to 
remember where everything went. 
Just remember, don’t touch anything 
that looks even vaguely fragile. 


@ The ability to 
capture short video 
sequences to disk. 
B The ability to 
| grab _— top-quality 
= true-colour images 
em from video to disk. 
Once you've 
installed it (there's 
=) 6a panel below cov- 
= ering that bit), you 
Seq have a Falcon look- 
ing exactly the 
same as it did 
before, except for a 
small piece of wire 
trailing out of the 
cartridge port with 
a plug on the end. 
This plug then fits 
into your video 
camera or other video input device 
(with a little work), leaving the soft- 
ware to do the rest. 


What's it like? Eh? 

The quality of the video this package 
can produce is excellent, making full 
use of the Falcon’s true-colour sys- 
tem. Working with over 100 frames 
of data at roughly ten frames a sec- 
ond means that you can store some 
fairly lengthy film clips (about 170 
frames with a bit of hard work). 

The software matches up to the 
video quality — it too is excellent, giv- 
ing you not only live video action, 
but frame-by-frame editing and full 
graphic manipulation capabilities. 
And with the ability to deal with vari- 
able image sizes, display quality and 
input sources, every angle has been 
covered by ScreenEye. 

in short, if you want to get into 
video, and you've got a Falcon, you 
really do want to get hold of Screen- 
Eye. It’s fast, effective, and of a mag- 
nificently high quality. If you want to 
match your machine's graphic ability 
with the already excellent sonics, 
ScreenEye is a must. st 

SIMON FORRESTER 


£249 (including Studio 8) 
COMPO Software 
a 01487 773582 


B@ Excellent software 
@ Amazing quality 


@ Fast frame updates 

Easy to use 

@ Takes a camera, video, 
or anything else you 
can plug into it 


@ Erm... 
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Great offers on a selected range of software, 
EE BOTTOM PAN peripherals and accessories. Plus, if you are thinking of 
upgrading to a Falcon, these are the lowest prices ever seen from Silica! 


14" HIGH RES MONO MONITOR 
FOR THE ATARI ST & FALCON | 


© TATUNG 


FOR THE _ ATARI ST & FALCON 


@ 72° GREYSCALE MONITOR 
® UNLIMITED SHADES OF GREY 
® RESOLUTIONS 
FALCON 
LOW (320 x 200) 


MEDNUM (O40'x 200! 
TRUE COLOUR (440 x 400) 


® 14" HI-RESOLUTION MONO MONITOR 

® WORKS IN ST H-RES MODE (640X400) WITH 
ATARI ST AND FALCON RANGES 

® STEREO SOUND AVAILABLE THROUGH 
OPTIONAL SCREENBEAT SPEAKERS 
(REF: SPK 7260 - SILICA PRICE: £14.99) 

@ VLMF LOW RADIATION © SMALL FOOTPRINT 

® SUPPLIED WITH TILT & SWIVEL BASE 

® EASY ACCESS TO CONTROLS 

® INCLUDES CABLE FOR ATARI ST-E- THE 
FALCON REQUIRES AN EXTRA ADAPTOR 
ee CAB 5772 -£9 


HIGH 1640 x 400) WwiTH 
FREE SOFTWARE INCLUDED 
® STEREO SPEAKERS BUILT-IN 
| @ VOLUME, BRIGHTNESS, CONTRAST CONTROLS 
| @ TILT & SWIVEL BASE AVAILABLE 


Requires cable - £9.95 each 
Atari ST/FM - ref: CAB S912: 


Previously | 


INC VAT - MON 3144 


PREY PRICE OFFER PRICE 


LAAO900 DRUM UNIT - ATARI SL804 LASER 


Replacement drum unit. Lasts approx. 8/9000 copies. 


SPA1074 DMA IC - ST-FM/MEGA ST 


|_ Controller chip for high speed hard drive port. 
SPA5432 TOS 2.06 ROM INT. UPGRADE - ST 


Operating Systen Upgrade for any ST-e. improves desktop. 


SPA5448 T-BOARD 68 INC. TOS 2.06 -'ST-E 


Internal TOS 2.06 upgrade. Inc socket for accelerators & emulators 


SSA0652 41/FX-MULTITRACK RECORDING S/W £29900 £199.00 


Falcon realtime mixer. Sequencer controllable. 4-track to hard drive. ~ 


SAVE £20! . 


7 SOFTWARE + PERIPHERAL OFFERS!|: 


® |nternal | IDE ai Drive Option 


System Architecture: 

2 CPU: Motorola 68030 opera eg at 1GuHz 
® BUS: ge- it Gata; he 92-bit address 

® FPU: Optional Motorola 68881/2 - 1Gset 
@ RAM: 1,4, 14us configurations 

® ROM: 512K 


Digital Signal Processor: 
® Motorola 56001 DSP mur fining at 32m 
® 16MIPS performance at 32ve 


Daag 
PLP 


i ao ie Sp fl 
@ 327% lo-Di Stain 


Interfaces, Ports & Expansion Slots: 
® (nternal direct processor slot 
® SCSI-2 Port with Direct Memory Access 
® High-speed LocalTalk//Apple Talk 
compatible LAN port 
® Connector for VGA, composite v RF 
(cable supplied), or broadcast analogue 
RGB Imo miter Gul put 
requires adaptor T\- 
see below" 
® Bi-directional 
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Data Storage: 
44un Floppy Diss Drive 


(127 or Jiu 
i® (5- DOS form ni 
Graphics: 
® VGA 640 x 4802 256 colour 
® True colour 16-bit mode: Gisplay upto 

65,536 colours froma 26 


versions available) 


lat COM Pati Dilaty 


262,144 palette 

® Accepls ext. video syne signal for 
genlocking - up to 65,536 possible 
colours from a palette of 262,144 

® Hardware-assisted 

@ BLITTER graphics processor 


1 Sound: 


® Eight 16-bit digita audio DMA record and 


play hark Cha nes | Uo to Ale aH? Samp 


4 


horizontal fine scrolling 


aot 
RABE 


INCREDIBLE POWER 

At the centre of the Falcon 030 lie 
two powertul hearts: the super fast 
68030 processor which runs 4 
million instructions per second and 
the Motorola DSP 5601 processor. 
Working together, they give 
processing speeds up to 10 times 
quicker than any other multimedia 
system at a comparable price. The 
Falcon 030 also boasts an 
impressive array of interfaces for 
linking peripherals. 


THE (MPACT OF COLOUR 

The Falcon 030 produces images 
indistinguishable from a real picture 
displayed on your TV. Every pixel 
on screen can be shown in a 
different colour and 65,536 colours 
can be displayed at once, from a 
palette of 262,144, producing a true 


colour display of the highest quality. 
SUPERB VIDEO 


The Falcon can be used to 
create special effects, overlay 
pictures, lighten any that are too 
dark, even get rid of the unfocussed 
bits. Video editing and special 
effect, techniques are both easy 
and affordable. 


CD QUALITY AUDIO 
The Falcon 030 comes complete 
with a stereo input into which can 


® Ser ti) 16bit Dh AA j nD tk output 

® SOMA sou nwo A co- “nronesear 

System Software: 

® Multiple w fuser it 
and droodown menus 

® [con-based user intertace wrt 
self-explanatory command functions 
® Mult 


nt fer process ¢ com 


SSC0332 CUBASE LITE 


Beginners’ MIDI software. Realtime functions through graphic interface. 


SSC0412 C-LAB COMPLETE PACKAGE 


Music presentation pack with Notator 3.1 , Unitor 2 & Mouse Mat. 


SSC8962 CUBASE V3.0 


Flexible four track sequencer & MIDI manager. Inc sound editor. 


"S§SE4632 EMAGIC NOTATOR SL 


MIDI sequencer, score edit & print out management system. _ 


SoF2672 FASTCOM 2 - when purchased with any other hil c 


Communications package. Integrated ASCII/Viewdata functions _ 


SSH9752 HYPERCHART — 


Presentation graphics system. Takes info direct from existing data. 


SSL2642 LDW POWER SPREADSHEET V1 


Lotus 1-2-3 v2 compatible. GEM/Lotus interchangable interface. 


| §ST1222 TECHNOBOX DRAFTER 2 


| High precision drawing package. Colour at 640 x 400 pixel resolution. 


STM7400 ST BASIC SOURCE BOOK 


For current ST BASIC programming language. Inc. all commands. 


RAM8100 4mb/14mp RAM BOARD (ercaittreo) ~ FALCON 
Expansion board for Falcon 030. Max. addressable 14m 


| HAR7000 HARD DISK BRACKET - FALCON 


Allows a 2%" hard disk to be fitted to the Alari Falcon. 


CALCULATORS | © POCKET | © CREDIT 


© Large 8 character LCD display SIZE | CARD SIZE 

® Up to 32 slaps can be 95 95 
retraced and reconirolled 

® Durable folding case INC VAT-XxXx 1920 | INC VAT- XXX 1800 


ITC 
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E3ss00 £249.00 


tasking operating system with 
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munication (Mutt 


INCLUDING VAT STCTO00 INCLUDING VAT Breroe) 


MONITOR CABLE ADAPTORS: 


OFFICIAL * 
_ ATARI MOUSE 


® Quality 2 button 
mouse 
e Official Atari model 
. eal ST Ai Falcon 
Compatible 


Previously ot Ole .99 


IMS WAT = MOU 2000 


© VGAS 


~ IPSWICH Debenhams - ‘ted Foor). Wesigate Street 0473 221313 | I 


ROMFORD — __Debentiams - (Sea Roorl, Market Place 
; ams - ted Fox), The Moor 


NOW IM AB: Tel: 081-308 0888 


742 768611 — 


| @ MAIL ORDER: 

FREE DELIVERY on orders over £40-yat 
Small'administration charge (£2.50.vaT) 
on orders under £40.var. 


i 
I 
I Tel (Work): 
I 
l 
l 


STORES NATIONWIDE le STORES NATIONWIDE: 
= <2 1 stores including 18 in branches ot De benhams 


mes oe le i ee AE 


INCLUDING VAT stcrier | INCLUDING VAT sTCre 


“1294-226, Sica House 


| : F = — rr = SS eS 
on To: Silica, STFOR 
“3; © ESTABLISHED 16 YEARS: 1 To: Sica, STFO 
= > THE SILICA fo ae MAIL ORDER 081-309 Hil 
¢ : == PLUS TECHNICAL AND HEAD OFFICE 
— — skye dae Mr/MrsiMiss/Ms: .....0.. 
slots you decide WHEN to buy. we | @ EXPERIENCED STAFF: BRISTOL Debenhams - (scar, StJames Barton 0272 291021}, 
¢ your sosups see Gonsider WHERE to buy and | All are ‘Customer Gare trainied anid at Yourservice. | CARDIFF Debenhams -lisiRoor. St. David's Way 0222 399789 | | surname: 
| With our unrivalled etperience =o ha we wi | © ee hen ad SO tan aoe CHELMSFORD Debenhams - (ted Fcor), 27 High Street 0245 355511 , Pe ame 
5 all the extra help. advice and new product | /AEEelp and adv Buss: CROYDON Debenhams - (2a read. 11-31 North End 081-688 4455 |) Co pt 206canty 
fica yeu ay oad th nw a in the future, | @ A FULL PRODUCT RANGE: | GLASGOW ——Debentams ies ros) OTAgye Svest_0a7-271-008g | 1 “°™P=TY " "ce 
begin to Seo anes’ —— pt mnie GUILDFORD Debenhams - (cure, Millbrook 0483 301300 ADOTESS: .sscccsssccsscsseereve 
PRICE TCH = HARROW Debenhams - psd Foe’. Station Road 081-427 -427 4300 
. We neainn tars Sea — _ } HULL Debenhams - Gnd Flood. Prospect Street 0482 25151 JP ou... 


FREE TALOGUES: : 
With sal Gtiere ard product aaa Fal LONDON ~ Silica = 52 Tottentiam Court Road 071-580 1-580 4 4000 J ssbsntatatchansednasednertonssetentned 
We accept most major credit cards, cash. cheque or a ig iN Debenhams i roa “Amal Centre 0582 21 201 i TeTTiTT Titi Trev itrire titi iirc tiie 
monthly terms (APR 29.6% - ates on request}. MANCHESTER Debenhams - tec Reo, Market Street 061-832 8666 , 

> : AVA e. PLYMOUTH Deben: a Parade DVS? SEEGGG |b eceeer eee 
Business, Education and Government. OTO8 766066 
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MONITOR 
OPTIONAL 
EXTRA 


be plugged a microphone, a 
Walkman, or a hi-fi system. To 
reproduce the sound, a convertor 
mixes the eight 16-bit channels, 
then outputs crystal clear stereo 
sound at a sampling frequency of 
up to 50khz, better than CD quality. 
The Digital Signal Processor with 
direct-to-disk capability, means that 
the Falcon can store sound 
samples, including the human 
voice, on hard disk and play them 
back in real tire. 

= 

2 PROCESSORS 

Motorola 68030 OWES 32-bit Proc 
+ Unique 32mrH: DSP (Digital Sig 

d 


CD QUALITY STEREO SOUND 

& x 16-bit Digital Audio DMA Channels 

Stereo 16-bit DMA Audio Input/Output 
r 


BRILLIANT GRAPHICS LIKE 
REAL PICTURES ON TV 


VGA Graphics & 16-bit Colour, 
640 x 480 in 256 Colours 
* 
FULL RANGE OF INTERFACES 


SCSI-2, LAN & MIDI Interfaces 


INCLUDING VAT stc721e 


“, « ATARISS » COMPOSITES: » £9% EACH 


LOGITECH 
PILOT MOUSE 


® Quality 2 button mouse 
@ Fully ST + Falcon compatible 
e Free Pipemania game 
(levels 1,5 +9) 
@ Free Accessories Disk 


£9-°° 99 
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TABASE 


HiSoft’s latest database Twist 
aims to be champion database 
of all time. Does it succeed? 


wist is for the serious database 

‘ user. If you just want to keep 

tabs on names and addresses 

then Dynamic Address Database (on 

Cover Disk 63 - page 85 if you 

missed it) is perfectly acceptable for 

the task. If, however, you want to use 

a database for a multiplicity of tasks, 

from home to business, Twist is the 
answer that you're looking for. 

At £90 it’s not particularly 
cheap, but if you need a database for 
use at work, this is the one for you. 
The manual is excellent, and features 
a step-by-step tutorial that introduces 
all the functions and 
features of Twist at a 
level that never 
leaves you wonder- 
ing what's going on. 

All the usual 
database —_ functions 
are included, but 
what really gives 
Twist its extra adapt- 
ability is the variety 
of extra features on 
offer. Once you’ve played around 
with it for a few hours you'll realise 
just how powerful a package you 
have at your fingertips. 


Enables you to force the field to contain a specifically 


defined piece of data. 


You can make fields to be the product of calculations, 
saving you time and patience working out certain figures. 


ESS 
“if you wanta 
database for a 
multiplicity of tasks, 
from home to 
business, Twist 
is the answer” 
SSE aa 


Twist supports all the features you'd 
expect, and the GEM interface is ver- 
satile enough to enable the more 
experienced among you to set up 
simple examples before you even 
glance at the manual. But if you want 
to delve deeper into the program 
(and believe me, there's a lot of delv- 
ing to be done), you need the man- 
ual. Just follow the three-part tutorial 
and you should have no problems 
using Twist to its full capability. 

Fields can be created to a host 
of user-defined parameters. As well as 
the usual 
options - text 
and numerically 
based fields - 
there are extra 
options, which 
give Twist its 
versatility. For 
example, one 
prevents a field 
from being left 
blank (a data- 
base containing a list of every single 
player who has ever turned out for 
Birmingham City FC would be incom- 
plete unless each of their names was 


FIELDS OF DREAMS 


There’s so much you can do with your fields in Twist, 
short of ploughing them. Like: 


You can create text fields of a predeterminate length... 


...Or, if you prefer, numbers... 


..Or even integer fields. 


Why not create a field containing dates (such as when an 


England side last won a Test series)? 


You can assign 
self-explanatory to a field. 


specific attributes 


that are largely 


Index enables you to store all the data for that field in 


ascending or descending order. 
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entered), while another limits a field 
to containing specific entries (for 
example, a field storing VAT values 
would, by necessity, have to equal 
zero or 1/.5). More details on exactly 
how much control you wield over 
your documents are detailed in the 
panel below, but perhaps the most 
flexible function Twist offers is in its 
Calc function. In the example shown 
(bottom left, next page), the ‘Total’ 
field is not editable by the user and is 
made up of the ‘Value’ field after VAT 
has been taken into account. The 
obvious benefit of this is that you can 


Field name:Total__________ 


(YValue¥(VAT/100)) #Value 


= * Edit form: NEW.DB 


save time and hassles by leaving cer- 
tain calculations to Twist to perform. 


You've entered all your data. Perhaps 
you've decided to set up a PD library 
and you want to keep details of all 
the disks in your library so that you 
can make queries concerning your 
collection. A customer may want to 
know what games your library fea- 
tures or, more specifically, he may 
want to know what high-resolution 
art programs you have that will run 
on his 512K machine. 


Attributes- 


<1 
i 
- 


Fixed length 


bJ Hot editable 
[)] Required 

[] Fixed 

[] Zero if empty 


Index 


Rather than spending hours manually 
wading through your disk or paper 


display your data in exactly the way 
you want. Twist features full GDOS 


catalogue, marking each program and SpeedoGDOS support, enabling 
you find individually, you could use you to spruce up your displays and 
Twist’s powerful —— give them a 
Search functions to more profes- 
look for certain “Powerful features sional feel. 

parameters that you According 
can set in a fraction belied by a to the manual 
of the time. You can comprehensive you can even link 
then enhance your ri files together, 
reputation by send- manual and easy- enabling you to 
ing him a printout to-use interface" keep customer 
of all the programs details on one 
that fit his require- disk and current 
ments — attracting SESE orders on 


more custom for yourself (hopefully) 
as well as saving precious time. 

Twist enables you to search spe- 
cific fields for a variety of reasons. 
Using the example provided in the 
manual’s tutorial you might want to 
find out how many orders you have 
processed that have brought in £100 
or more. No problem. Using Twist’s 
highly flexible Expression option you 
can select your search criteria accord- 
ing to a set of calculations involving 
your fields - and the values and oper- 
ators you can set seem to cover just 
about every question you could ever 
ask. For example, the equation 
‘IInStr(Customer_number,”SE")' — will 
search for all records that contain the 
term ‘SE’ in the ‘Customer_number’ 
field. It’s a simple example, but one 
that you can make as complex as you 
require it to be. 

Sorting records enables you to 
keep them in alphabetical or numeri- 
cal order depending on the criteria 
you set (a database of names and 
addresses would require sorting first 
by surname and then by forename). 
All good databases offer this, and 
Twist is no exception. 


It’s pretty too 

Twist should also appeal to the busi- 
ness user because it offers many and 
varied options regarding how you 
display your databases, either on 
screen or as printouts. You can create 
a multiplicity of record layouts that 
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j Customer_nunber 500 
Quantity ; 
Description 
Order_tupe 


Unit_Cost 
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53.45 


Value 


another. This is done by creating a 
report that joins both together, so 
that you can determine who's 
ordered what, how often they use 
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@ Llama carts? Monkey tyre swings? Giraffe neck mufflers? ls there nothing Twist 


won't deal with? How about Star Trek... 


Cost per unit:UnitCost 


fo, ordered:Quantity | Total value: pare 


Product:Description = 
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@ You can, apparently, couple two databases together with Twist. We had problems 
however, despite following the manual to a tee. 


your company and so on. This is fid- 
dly to implement however, and even 
following the manual’s tutorial to the 
letter failed to produce the results 
promised. A pity, because until this 
point Twist had exhibited many of 
HiSoft’s trademarks: powerful features 
belied by a comprehensive manual 
and easy-to-use interface. 

This criticism aside, Twist 
admirably carries out all the other 
tasks assigned to it, and features even 
more nice touches to enhance its 
credibility as a professional piece of 


Custoner_nuaber 


Parakeet Travelling Vanity Set 


@ Now I'd like to think that a Parakeet Travelling Vanity Set was one of my jokes. 
Unfortunately, it seems that HiSoft have beaten me to it. 


software. You can edit the record 
form to your heart’s desire, adding 
shading, boxes and even background 
pictures to make it more visually 
appealing. Whether this has any prac- 
tical use is debatable, but if looking at 
a picture of your favourite television 
show makes it easier for you to enter 
and amend your records then it’s got 
to be a bonus. 

Finally, Twist has full mailmerge 
capabilities, enabling you to create 
ASCII files (letters to your customers, 
perhaps) and import the relevant 
data from your database (their names 
and addresses) into the document 
you wish to send. You can also 
update your data regularly enabling 
you, for example, to keep a close eye 
on how certain products have sold 
recently. In fact, you could probably 
terraform a dead moon using Twist — 
it’s just a case of working out how. 
(Oh all right, I’m lying. But it’s power- 
ful, anyway.) 


So what you're saying is... 

yes, Twist is excellent. It's difficult to 
justify the price tag unless you have 
big plans involving databases, but if 
you're after a database for business 
use, you'll find that Twist more than 
meets your requirements. There are a 
few minor quibbles, however. The 
program had trouble linking two or 


(cue 


much breaking of bones). 


more databases together to produce 
an integrated report, and it creates far 
too many data files, which can 
quickly lead to a cluttered file selec- 
tor. It would be far better if each 
database was restricted to a few 
larger data files: one for the data itself 
and another dealing with all the vari- 
ous options available to it. Having 
said this, moaning at such a minor 
point highlights just how difficult it is 
to fault the program. 

Nevertheless, Twist will _ still 
excite you with its power and versatil- 
ity — just follow the manual’s tutorials 
to quickly and effortlessly discover 
how much depth there is to it. The 
price tag is a little high, especially 
considering the fact that its big 
brother, Superbase Professional (last 
reviewed STF 46, 86%) is only £10 
more and supports graphics as well as 
text. That said, Twist offers power 
without too much hassle involved. If 
you need a straightforward but pow- 
erful database, then Twist should be 
the answer to your prayers. stf 


NICK PEERS 


£89.95 HiSoft 
@f 01525 718181 


All STs with IMByte of 
RAM, TT, Falcon 


@ Powerful yet easy to 
use functions 

@ Fully comprehensive 
manual 

@ Supports GDOS and 
SpeedoGDO%$ fonts 


@ Expensive for the 
‘casual’ user 

@ Fiddly in combining 
databases 


M Superbase 
Professional, £99.95, 
also from HiSoft. 
Supports graphics, but 
is more complex 
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( (DadbroKe 
SOM PuUciine 
— 33 Ormskirk Rd, 
Preston, Lancs, 
| PR1 2QP 
[Ladbroke Computing 
International are one of the longest 
established home computer dealers in the 
U.K. We have developed an extensive 
customer service policy which involves | 
testing of all hardware prior to despatch to 
ensure that goods arrive in working order, 
offering free advice and support over the 
phone and keeping customers informed. 
Although our prices are not always the 


| cheapest we do endeavour to offer) 
consistently good service and backup. 


All prices/specifications are correct at copy | 
| date 15/09/94 (while stocks last), and are | 

subject to change without prior notice. All 

prices include VAT but exclude delivery. 


How to Pay 

You can order by mail, Cheques/Postal 
Orders made payable to Ladbroke 
Computing. Or give your credit card details 
over the phone. 


Delivery 

Postal delivery is available on small items 
under £40 (Normally £3, phone for details). 
Add £7 for courier delivery. Next working | 
day delivery on mainland UK subject to 
stock (£20 for Saturday delivery). 


Open Mon-Sat 9.30am to 5.00pm. 
Ladbroke Computing Ltd trading as 
Ladbroke Computing International. 


Fax: (0772) 561071 
Tel: 9.00am-5.30pm (5 Lines) 


(0272) 203166 


Star 

Star LC100 Colour £119.99 
Star LC24/100 Mono £139.99 
starjet SJ48 Bubblejet £210.00 
S$J48 Ink Cartridge £19.00 
Citizen 

Citizen Swift 240 Colour £250.00 


Citizen ABC 24pin Colour £179.99 
Hewlett Packard 


HP Deskjet 520 £259.99 
HP Deskjet 550 Colour £429.99 
HP Deskjet 310 £239.99 
Thermal Colour 

Star $J144 £369.99 
@® 144 Element print head 

@® Colour 14 page per minute 

@® 360 DPI resolution 

® Emulates Epson LQ860, IBM 


Pro Printer & NEC graphics 


Ricoh LP1200 £599.00 
@® 2Mb RAM 

@ 400 Dpi 

@® 12 months on site warranty 


Add £3 for Centronics cable and £7 for next 
working day courier delivery. 


@® Full 


Data\ Pulse \rtus 


Very quiet, no fan necessary. 
Dual SCSI Port 

Internal Power Supply 
Device number selector 
2Mb PD Software free 

Free HD Turbo Kit 


@® All Data-Pulse Plus Hard Drives 


are fully Auto booting/Autoparking 

and are formatted, partitioned 

and tested before despatch, 
ready to ‘plug in and go’. 

metal case measuring 
250mm x 290mm x 58mm (wdh), 
ideal for monitor stand. 

@® Only brand new, highest quality 
mechanisms used (we do not use 
refurbished or second-hand 
mechanisms). 

@ All drives come with full 12- 
months warranty and free expert 
help and advice over the phone. 

® Configured with SCS! port for 
FALCON compatibility etc. 


Data-Pulse + 260Mb £349.99 
SPECIAL OFER DATA PULSE + 353Mb 
£399.99 NOW INCLUDING ICD LINK 2 
Data-Pulse + 540Mb £699.99 


Free HD Turbo Kit with all drives 
prices include ICD LINK for the ST. 


@ 1i16MHz 32 bit 68030 Central 
Processor, 16MHz Blitter, 32MHz 
56001 Digital Signal Processor. 

@® 144Mb 3.5" Floppy, up to 14Mb 
RAM. Displays 65536 colours 
from 262144 palette. 

@® 8 Channel, 16 bit, high quality 
stereo sound sampling. 


FALCON 1Mb No HD 
FALCON 4Mb No HD 


£499.00 
£699.00 


FALCON 4Mb 64Mb HD £799.00 
FALCON 4Mb 127Mb HD £899.00 
FALCON 4Mb 209Mb HD £999.00 


@ All RAM upgrades come 
packaged with full fitting 
instructions/test disk. 


512K SIMM's STE £4.99 
2Mb SIMM's STE £49.99 
4Mb SIMM'S £99.99 


2 x SIPP to SIMM adaptors £3.00 


Zydec Hand 
Scanner 


® 100,200,300,400 Dpi Resolution 
® 1 Letter mode, 3 photo modes. 
@® 105mm scanning head. 


Zydec Hand 
Scanner ST 
£99.99 


Ladbroke’s 3.5" External 
Floppy drive. Includes own 
external power supply. 


£57.99 


High quality 290 dpi mouse with 
microswitched buttons ST/AM. 


Marpet upgrades for the ST are 
‘plug in’ and require no soldering. 
They are compatible with most 
motherboard layouts and come 
with full fitting instructions. These 
boards accept SIMM boards and 
are upgradeable at a later date. 
Please check that MMU and 
Shifter are 'socketed' before 
ordering. 

Unpopulated Marpet board £24.00 

see SIMM prices below. 


1Mb RAM STE £199.99 
2Mb RAM STE £254.99 
4Mb RAM STE £319.99 


Phone for pack details. 


@ Full installation instructions. 

@® XT or AT Emulation 

@® Check configuration before 
ordering. 

PC Speed STFM (XT) £49.99 

PC Speed STE (XT) £49.99 


AT Speed STFM (8MHz) £139.00 
Falcon Speed FPOA 
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The Only ATARI 
Authorised Repair 
Centre in the UK 


Our Atari trained technicians can 
repair ST's in minimum time at 
competitive rates. We can arrange for 
fully insured courier pickup and 
return delivery of your machine to 
ensure its safety. We even have a 
same day service which will ensure 
your machine is given priority and 
subject to fault, completed the same 
day. 

We can fit memory upgrades PC 
Emulators, Security devices, ROM 
upgrades, hard drives to Mega STE's 
etc. 

We offer a Quotation service for 
£15 for which we will examine your 
machine and report back with an 
exact price for repair, if you do not 
wish to go ahead with the repairs 
then just pay the £15. However, if you 
do go ahead then the charge is 
included in the minimum charge. 

Please note. The minimum 
charge covers labour, any extra parts 
are chargeable. 


Quotation £15.00 
Minimum repair charge £35.25 
Same day service £15.00 
STFM(E) PSU £34.99 
1Mb internal drive £39.99 
A/B Boot switch F4.99 
TOS 2.06 + Switch STFM £65.00 
TOS 2.06 + Switch STE £65.00 
Courier Pickup £11.00 
Courier return £7.00 


Phone for price and availability 
of ST spares. 


Dataview Hi Res Monitor £109.99 
High quality 14" SVGA Monitor with 
ST adaptor (includes sound). Fully 
compatible with all ST Hi-Res 
Programmes with tilt/swivel. 


17” Multisyne Monitor. £629.99 
26 dot pitch. 
20” Multisyne Monitor. £759.99 
.o1 dot pitch. 
Colour SVGA Monitor £239.99 


High quality colour SVGA Monitor, 
28 dot pitch includes Falcon adaptor. 
Microvitec 1438 MultiSync £289.99 
The Microvitec Multi-Sync displays 
o1 Low, Medium, High resolutions 
using ST switch box, compatible with 
FALCON & FALCON screen blaster 
using FALCON VGA adaptor. 


ST Multisyne switchbox £19.99 
Falcon VGA Adaptor £9.99 
Falcon ST monitor Adptr £9.99 
Philips SCART to ST/STE £9.99 
8833 MKIl to ST/STE £9.99 
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CALA 


UTILITIES 


Three more additions to the 
Calamus support range. 


asT Club have always been 
mexcellent supporters of the Cala- 
mus range of desktop publishers 

on the 5ST, and these three new 
releases confirm their commitment to 


Desk 


set from scratch or, more reasonably, 
tweak those fonts you alreagy have. 
It’s littered with accessible tools and 
functions that do their jobs well, and 
even comes with a fully comprehen- 


the program. Neatly coinciding with 
JCA’s recent price cuts to both Cala- 
mus v1.09n (now £59) and Calamus 
SL (£199), all three enhance the use- 
fulness of the Calamus range, while 


sive on-line Help option, which tells 
you everything you need to know 
about Fonty and how to get the best 
from it. 

Finally, you can even convert 


PostScript fonts to Calamus standard, 
enabling you to use even more fonts. 
If you collect fonts like 
there's no tomorrow, 
you'll probably be 
more than happy with 
this program — your IT] 
font collection is now esutian 14 
only limited by your Fok sie ap 
imagination. Where 

will it all end? 

STF RATING: 82% 


—— > 


offering value for money. 


FONTY (£11.95) 
You really have to be enthusiastic 
about Calamus to want to create your 
own fonts to use with it. If however 
you can’t find a font from the hun- 
dreds available from both commercial 
and PD sources, Fonty enables you to 
create your own. 

It’s a powerful program, 
enaeling. Jey. to either create a font 


- ss = =———_ 


$5TC CALAMUS FONT 


— SSS EEE 


which are very legible | 


eh 


(2° 6 | t's getting rather tedious finding things to write about in 


this office. Star Trek bas worn thio over the 


| Fears, a rearguard attempt by Trenton and 


Nick to introduce footbal) into the mag is 
wuoder severe pressure from fill, and 50 one 
wants to listen to Queen. 

Even worse, sympathy is fast running out 
regarding Nick's painful break-up with his ex- 
girlfriend (see the other screenshot). oJ thls 


| Fate, Rew theotles tegatding medlecal Eings hip will face to 


be tnitoduaed tm otder to lerftate people and stimulate 


B if you have a penchant for 
Celtic-type fonts Fonty is the 
program you need to create 
them with. Okie dokie? 


| @ Can you honestly say you'd 


preter to read about medieval 
kingship than football, or Star 
Trek? (Yes - everyone else) Well, 
tough! Come on you Blues. 


| Jean-Luc Picard is king, etc. 


Fonts are a matter of personal 


SETS 1 AND 6 (£14.95 EACH) 
Two font collections, each of which 
consists of three disks packed with 
fonts for you to use in Calamus or 
other compatible programs like DA’‘s 
Vector Pro, 

The first font pack contains a 
variety of Geometric and Humanist 
style fonts (about 75 of ‘em) all of 


and proper. There are 
s0 many varieties that | 
to fit them on to three | 
disks they've been 
archived and require decompacting 
before you can access. them. 
Although the process can be tedious, 
it is at least straightiorward, and 
you're given the impression that you 
have got your £15- 
worth. Although 
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CAL ASSISTANT 
SL (£29.95) 


= 


Hot on the heels of 
Cal Assistant (STF 57, 


enficened debates. 


volume six loses out in the quantity 


stakes (about 18 fonts here), three 
rather interesting fonts are supplied: 
Egyptian, Monopitch (a kind of type- 
writer style script) and Script (for writ- 
ing prose you'd rather no one could 
read). Less fonts, excellent quality. 


Sar eae EEE = = SS = 


Although it's £10 more expensive 
than its little brother, the only bonus 
is that it deals with the SL version of 
Calamus. It runs as a Desk Accessory 


taste, and as such we never rate 
therm on a percentage scale. 
| You can, of course, get hun- 
dreds of fonts for Calamus in the 
public domain, but these fonts really 
show their quality -— for example, 
there are separate faces for all punc- 
tuation marks, and all the fonts come 
in a variety of styles, including bold, 
italic or even both. We _ were 
impressed, anyway. 


minimum setup. If you have the nec- 
essary hardware it’s an excellent 
tutor, especially if you're new to the 
excellent Calamus family of desktop 


83%) comes 


B it’s a hard life, and Freddie Mercury 
knew only the half of it when he wrote 
that song. Not that that's any excuse. 


CALAMUS? 


Calamus v1.09n (£59) and Calamus SL (£199) are vector-based desktop publish- 
ers. Both require a IMByte ST with a high resolution display in order to run, 
although Calamus SL enables you to create and print colour documents. Both 
scored high ratings when released: Calamus v1.09n received 90% in issue six, 
and Calamus SL just missed out on a FORMAT Gold award in issue 3/, despite 


know where to turn. 


being hailed as “the best DTP package on the ST” at the time. 
Both are now available from JCA Europe who can be contacted on = 01734 
452416 for more details. 


this 
new release for users 
of the colour $L ver- 
sion of Calamus. Like 
the original version, 
Cal Assistant SL offers 
a vital lifeline to new users who don't 


and is therefore easily accessible from 
the menu bar. As well as being 
extremely easy to use, Cal Assistant 
bears more than a passing resem- 
blance to Know-how, the Help Acces- 
sory for DA’s Vector Pro, which we 
gave away on the Cover Disk last 
month. Running in a GEM window, 
everything you might want to know 
is available using a series of pop-up 
menus and sub-menus — yet another 
example of how straigntiorwara to 
use point and click can be. 
Unfortunately, Col Assistant 
requires 145K of memory to run, 
which means you can’t use it with 
Calamus SL if you only have 1MByte 
of memory which makes it a pointless 
purchase for those of you with the 


publishers. Sif 


STF RATING: 82% 


Calamus 

r ou = = 
Utilities 
Cal Assistant SL (£29.95) 
Fonty (£11.95) 
STC Font Packs 1 and 6 
(£14.95 each) 
FaST Club 
= 01159 455250 
Highs 
Each program is more than 
useful if you have Calamus 
or Calamus SL... 
Lows 
...if you haven't, however, 
there’s not much point in 
getting any of them 
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COLOUR KITS tor MONO PRINTERS 


Ever wished you'd bought a colour printer instead of a mono one? Wouldn't it be nice to print out pictures in 
colour? Now you can with Atari "FlexiKolor Kit”. Each Atari FlexiKolor kit comes complete with everything 
you need to print in colour, including superb software. The colour kit is simple to use, the ribbons fit exactly 
the same way as your black ribbons so it will not affect your guarantee. Also on all models listed below paper 


FLEXIDUMP PLUS 3 T-Suirt PRINTING RIBBONS | 


THE COLOUR SOFTWARE FOR YOUR COLOUR PRINTER 


| NO MORE BANDING! 


NO MORE WHITE LINES! 
Yes its true the new Plus 3 will remove banding and white lines 
trom dot matrix & bubblejet printers. Now you can have deskjet 


quality on dot matrix and bubblejet printers. 
* Balance control for picture enhancement 
Select area to be printed 

Select size to be printed 

Page control 

Colour sieve 

Ink correction 

Automatic poster mode for larger than A4 


Spooler for colour letterheads etc 


a eS 


Ideal for T-shirt printing 


Now with anti aliasing, to get rid of those jagged edges 
Large range of dithering (dot pattern) modes 
Run in any resolution, view, manipulate and print in any other 


resolution 


Gamma correction (fully adjustable and saveable) 


Imports a large range of file types including (IMG) 

larger than screen size, tiny, Spectrum 512, IFF, Degas, Neo, IFF 
(Amiga), HAM (Amiga) yes you can even print Amiga pics. 
Colour separation (Print colour on your Bubblejet/ Deskjet) 


4 Colour Citizen Swift... 
4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload = 


4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin (Reload) 
4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin............... 
4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload)............ 


4 Colour Seikosha SL95.......c.:ccccscssesccssecrssscscsesssneersaseseenss 
4 Colour Seikosha SL95 (Reload)... 
1 Colour Citizen 120D/ Swi ..........:00ccc000+ 
ial te tight alee: | le 


1 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin... 
1 Colour all Star 24 Pin..... 


1 Colour Epson FX80/ /LO400/ MX80... ae. 
1 Colour Epson LX80.......... Fa eee ena a 
LT Colour Epson: FX100 «.-.scecsceecsetcerersnresseree 
1 Colour Panasonic KXP 1080................0.0... 


1 Colour Taxan/ Canon LOSO0A... 


blue, Large pens have a marker size nib... 


4 Colour Star eS 
4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pim....cccccccsscccssecsesees 


Peres ttre 


PRINT ON NORMAL PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT 


Pe 2 fe | 
seveeneel 4.95 
wt L495 


hentai ies £19.95 


£12.95 
secreneoee 95 
sored AOS 
£99.95 


Serore ae £14.95 


£11.95 
£11.95 

ernie lh 
epee th Beat 


Reni an £11.95 
a aeeires wee 1.95 
ifearinecrssaiee £11.95 
See ee £11.95 


LT L.9S 


Heat transter Pens 5 large red /orange /yellow/ green/ 


“e14 55 a set 


Heat transfer Pens 5 sm all red/orange/ yellow. /green/ 
blue, Small pens have a fire mb oo... esscetssstesneee 
"TRANSFERLAQ" for putting prints onto ceramic, glass, 


£127.95 a set 


aluminium etc. (for use with T-Shirt ribbons and inks) £14.95 


This is only a small part of our range. 


Please phone for other printer types 


Colour catalogue function will print a miniature of each picture 


alignment is automatic, you do not have to manually align. PRINTS AS GOOD AS COLOUR PRINTER. lf 
your printer is not listed below please phone. Atari FlexiKolor kits for Star LC10, LC20, all Star 24 Pin. 
Panasonic 1080/$1/'1123/'1124. Epson FX80, LQ100, L400, LQS00 etc. Citizen 120D+, NEC Pé, Pé+, Geilnechs 

1900+, Please note colour kits come complete with coloured ribbons and software. | 


COMPLETE KIT £39.95 


PRINTER RIBBONS 


Don't throw away your plastic printer ribbon cases | 


when the ribbon wears out. Just take the top off, 
take out the old ribbon and reload it with a new 
one. It's simple. Full instructions supplied. Black 
reloads from as little as 99p each. 


(COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS 


Reloads for:- 
Star LC2009 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload - £5.99...........5 Reloads — £23.95 
Star 24 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload - £6.99...........5 Reloads — £29.95 
Citizen Swift ABC 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload — £6.99...........5 Reloads — £29.95 
Panasonic KXP2180/2123 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload = £6.99........... 5 Reloads = £29.95 
Seikosha SL95 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload - £6.99...........5 Reloads — £29.95 
Ink ribbons also available in Gold, Silver, Mag genta, 
Orange, Purple, Brown, Green, Blue, Red for a wide 
range of printers. 
Special re-ink for Panasonic printers, Star LC200 9-pin, Epson 


LQ100, OKI 182-390, black bottle will re-ink 100+ mbbons..£9.95 


No Mess INK REFILLS FOR HP DESKJET 
PAINTJET AND CANON BUBBLEJETS 


"CARE THREE PACK" will refill HP51608A Cartridge 3 times, The 


Canon BC-01/S}48 Cartridge 3 times. Three Pack available in Yellow, 


configurable between 1 to 8 across | How to order: Enclose cheques, PO made payable to: 
Will driv a1 nin S Sey Catt. Par -. NIE CARE ELECTRONICS or use Access, Visa 
ill drive 9 or 24 pin Star, Citizen Swift, Panasonic, NEC, ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE 


Epson, Canon, HP Deskjet 500C, 550C, Laserjet etc | Order Line 0923 894064 
STILL ONLY £39.95 inc CARE ELECTRONICS 


UPGRADE FLEXIDUMP TO FLEXIDUMP PLUS 3, Dept STF, 15 Holland Gardens, ‘gbleie 


ite ay, | Watford, Herts, WD2 6UN. | | 
ONLY £14.95 inc. RETURN MASTER DISK Tel: 0923 894064 Fax: 0923 672102 


Magenta, Cyan, Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Purple, Black £14.98 at 
"TRI-COLOUR PACK" 3 refills of Yellow, Magenta and Cyan £179 
CARE SIX PACK" will refill HPS1608A Cartridge 6 times. The 
Canon BC/01 Cartridge 6 times. 
6 PURE BLACK REFILLS ONLY £24.95 
Please state type when ordering 
Print Head Recovery Fluid for ro ta inkjet/bu bblejet 
cartridges, 1$mi bottle £5.95 


Tel: O463 | 
Z2+tOT1tGS 


Tel: O463 
Z2ZA4+0O168 
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VW Atari ST Budget Software V 


| Arachnophobia 
| Battle of Britain . 


Atari ST Budget Software 
D/S= Double sided Disks 


Turbo Cup {with FREE Porsche model car)... .. Ei 
Cem WRG oo: ig a eae seas £4.99 
Dogs of War £3.99 
Continental Circus D/S 


lkan Warriors 

Commando 

Final Assault 

Beyond the Ice Palace 

Locomotion . 

Dragon: SOM eta et nbn ed ba ew ee £4.99 
Matrix Marauders , £4.99 
Fernandez must Die £4.99 
Scramble Spirits . £4.99 
Seven Gates of Jambala ... £4.99 
Saint & Greavsie 

Dark Castle . 

The Story so Far 

Beyond the Ice Palace/Bu Boy/ 
Battleships/lkari Warriors i ee 


BSS Jane Seymour 
Manchester Utd . 
Switch Blade Il 


aed 4 games 


rboy/Overlander/Space Harrier/Ghosts ‘NW’ 


Goin rank Bruno's Boxing 

Hanna Barbera Cartoon Collection ....£7.95 
Top cat/Hon + Kong Phooey/Yogi's Great 
Escape/ruff & ready 


SPECIAL OFFER Any 2 form th the Below 


List for £10 ine P&P 


Battle of Britain F. Mission Vol 1 

Battlehawks 19427 D/S 

Bubble Dizzy . 

Bumper Quad Pack ............. TL.GS 
Cadaver/Pay Off D/S (512k) 

California Games 1 

Skateboarding/Foot Bag/BMX Bike 
Racing/Surfing/ Rollerskating/Flying Disk 
California Games 2 D/S ...... £8.75 


Bodyboarding/Hand Gliding/Jet Surfing’ 
Snowboarding/Skateboarding 

Captain Dynamo .....-. 20. eee eee £6.99 
Colonel's Bequest D/S 

Ar ee ee 2 ae £5.99 
Cruise for a Corpse D/S (512k) 
Cybercon 3 D/S (IMb) ........... £10.95 
Dizzy Panic 

Dizzy Prince of The Yolk Folk . . 

Dragons of Flame D/S 
EES. gaurd cna cael es Reale ene £12.95 
European Football Championship ...£10.95 
F-15 Strike Eagle Il D/S [1 Mb} . 

F-19 Stealth Fighter S/S ..........-.£ 

F-29 Retaliator 

Fantasy World Dizzy 

First Samurai 

Fire & Forget 
Fire & Brimstone ....... oul ta ete £8.75 
Flimbo’s Quest 

Forgotten Worlds 

Future Wars D/S 

The Games . 


Loom (XL) 


Midwinter 


Night Shift 


Ninja Remix 
Operation Harrier 


Kings Quest | 
Kings Quest 2 
Kings Quest 3 
Kings Quest 4 
Kixx Triple Pack 2 [Action) D/S £19.95 


street-Fighter/Indy Jones & Last Crusade/ 
Rick Dangerous 2 


Knight of the Sky [XL] D/S (IMb)_. 
Last Ninja ll 

Led Storm . 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 
Leisure Suit Larry 2 D/S 
Leisure Suit Larry 3 


Lotus 2 - Turbo Challenge 


LEIS ESE IE date, 5 iui Ge ai tual ele ahaa EB. 
Ml Tank Platoon DYS . 
Manhunter in New York 
Manhunter in San Francisco 
Maniac Mansions 


Microprose Soccer . 


Midwinter 2 Flames of Free 
Moonwvalker . 


Operation Stealth 


Oniental Games ....5...0000c eee 


Rick Dangerous . 

Rick Dangerous 2 

Robin Hood 

Robin Hood - Legend Quest 
Robocod 


£14.95 
ee Secret of Monkey Island D/S (1Mb) .. . 
Sensible Soccer Int. Edition 


as ens £12.95 


Space Crusade . 

Space Quest 

Space Quest Il . 

Space Quest Ill . 

Speedball Il B/S (512k) 

Speelbound Dizzy . 

ST Dragon . 

Seerider 2 OVS ao scw aj wae aos 
Streetfighter 


aes 2 D/S [1 MB} . 
Strider eee ww ttes wae We see 3t ho Pe Es. 95 


super Monaco G.P. 7 
MIMGMIIGY f2 2 canara iavogans , 


Tennis Cup 27 B/S (512k) . 

Thomas the Tank Enginé ...........! 
Thomas the Tank Engine 2 S/S 
Transarctica 


£8.79 


Gunship (S1Zk) . 

Hoyles Book of Games Vol | D/S . 

Hoyles Book of Games Vol 2 D/S . 

Impossible Mission 2 : 
Indiana Jones & Last Crusade (Arcade Game) DS .£6.95 


Indiana Jones & Last Crusade 
(Graphic Adventure) D/S 


Indiana Jones & Fate of Atlantis 


Defenders of The Earth 

Graeme Souness Vector Soccer . 

Doc Croc's Outrageous Adventure ... 
Inspector Hecti in the iNterchange .. .£6. 


Action Fighter . 

Addams Family 

Another World D/S (IMB) . Italy 1990 
James Pond . 


Jimmy White's Snooker ...... 


COAPUMELIODS «2c cre ae cne cee £3.79 
Panza Kick Boxing ... 2... 0.00.00. £8.79 
Parasol Stars . 

Pinball Magic 

Pirates (*L) 

Police Quest 1 D/S (1 Mb) . 

Police Quest 2 

Populous !l 

Powermonger 

Prehistorik 


Quest for Glory 


Turrican 

Turrican 2 

Tusker 

Ultimate Darts 2......0.2ccewaanes EG. 95 
Weird Dreams 

Winter Gold D/S ... 

World Class Leaderboard D/S . 


Fak McKraken & 
Alien Mindbenders B/S 


ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE, P&P IS FREE. EUROPE £2 PER TITLE. REST OF THE WORLD £3.50 PER TITLE. 
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ART TUTORIAL REVIEWS fu 
ae SSS Se se eS a ee ee 
, 6 
Drawing on your ST is difficult. |7° "= og 


Once you've mastered the basic | = 
techniques of art, you then = 
have to master them all over 
again on an ST screen. Here’s a 
tutorial package that might 
just help you do that. 


: = 


Tes 


geg Pierre, \ 


St tcee oon 
oe i 


R 


ou can either draw really 
well, or your people 
tend to look something 


like a cow giving birth to a bowl 
of fruit — much like mine. Yes, 
you too can be a member of 
the People Who Can't Draw 
Club, from which there appears 
to be no exit. You can’t grow 
artistic ability like cress, you can 
only build on what's already 
there. If there’s nothing there, 
you're stuffed. 

Despite this, Markotek 
Software are determined to teach the 
ST world how to draw, with the third 
part of their DegasArt tutorial, a step- 


1. 
r 
‘. 
3. 
b. 


8 Seven easy steps, eh? But how do you draw 
the thing? That's what ! need to know. 


The idea behind this is that if you 


have trouble with proportions, try 
drawing a sausage man first (in 


fc) E a 
ill Pa] 


@ Lovely picture - it's actually based on the original OE2 poster. How's that done, 
then? | haven't got a clue, and I've read the instructions. Twice. 


of how to draw portholes, but the 
wrong parts are explained — it doesn’t 
tell you how to space portholes going 
into the distance around a curved sur- 
face, just which tool to use when 
you've done it. 

To be fair, this is specifically a 
Degas tutorial. But although it is 
Degas-specific, it still doesn’t go far 


techniques, or those that are specific 
to Degas itself. 

At £6.50 you might like to give 
this a try, but you'll spend most of 
your time looking at techniques 
someone else has implemented, with- 
out really finding out how to do them 
yourself. There’s definitely a need for 
this type of package for new artists, 


DEGASART 3 


by-step guide to better Degas pic- 
tures. If you own the other two 
DegasArt tutorials, you'll find this one 
complements the other two. Whether 
or not that’s a Good Thing depends 
on what you thought of the last two. 
You see, art tutorials suffer from the 
same problems as art teachers — try- 
ing to explain how drawing is done 
to People Who Can't Draw usually 
results in phrases and instructions 
like, “No - you just, well, draw it, 
really,” as the total explanation. 

For example, one section of this 
tutorial purports to teach you how to 
draw people. It starts with a sausage 
man, then next to him is a rough line 
drawing over said sausage man, next 
to which is a perfectly drawn, immac- 
ulate little boy with his arms folded. 


—— — = eS 


 ———— 


a 


SAUSACEIMENIG ALL 


exactly the right 
proportions, obvi- 
ously). This is not 
really a tutorial for 


*You arrive at the 
end of the tutorial 


enough to explain 
how to make the 
most of Degas, and 
is instead simply 


us People Who an extended expla- 

Can't Draw. knowing little more nation of a few, 
And, follow- | e select tools. If the 

ing the same vein, than you did when tutorial was 

the rest of the you started" a generic 

tutorial consists of affair, cover- 

tips that aren't —— ing __ basic 

really tips and techniques 


some ‘handy methods’ that take at 
least two hours to understand. They 
also tend to consist of two sentences 
and a screenshot, meaning that you 
arrive at the end of the tutorial know- 
ing little more than you did when you 
started. Sure, there’re pictures of 
things like the QE2 with explanations 


i A 


common to all art packages, it 
might have been worthwhile. 
Instead, each section of the 
tutorial, although impressively 
titled, consists of a couple of 
sentences and a screenshot, fol- 
lowed by a run of sections con- 


but it just doesn’t fulfill the need. 
Instead the wordage has been axed in 
favour of the screenshots that the 
viewer program is happy to load up. 
You could load them up, but you'd 
much rather not. st¥ 


SIMON FORRESTER 


sisting of pictures that the @ 4 quick run-down of the different ways you 


author's drawn and a caption. 


Confused? You will be 

But some of you might consider this a 
godsend. It does contain information 
on some of the more complex parts 
of Degas (though sparsely), and some 
well-drawn examples of these tech- 
niques in action, but no one seems to 
have made a decision as to whether 
this should cover general drawing 


can outline a font. Dead handy. Panic over then. 


£6.50 Markotek Software 
wz 01943 600413 
Any $3T 


@ Reasonable pictures 


@ Average document 
viewer 


@ No text, no help 
@ No Degas tutorial 


@ From ssusageman to obnoxious little lad 
in three easy steps. Can't see it myself. 
How about six easy steps? Or eight, even. 


@ Grofix, on the Cover Disk 
: : page 
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DYNABUSTERS+ 


Hands up those of you who 
have heard of Dynablaster, an 
excellent multi-player game that 
was a hit in the arcades a while 
back. Well, guess what? Dyna- 


busters+ is the shareware equiva- 
lent and I'm afraid to say it's rather 


spiffing. There are two drawbacks 
to the game, though. It'll only run 
on IMByte STEs (although it's also 
Falcon-compatible), and you need 
at least one other person to play 
the game with. 

Up to six players can join in 
the fun (but expect any lifelong 
friendships to end within, ooh, two 


he! eee 
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PUBLIC DOMAIN 


minutes of starting to play). For 
this you need one of those four- 
player joystick adaptor thingies 
(WeServe @ 01705 647000), altho- 
ugh three players can still jeopar- 
dise their friendships by using two 
joysticks and the keyboard. 

Full instructions are  con- 
tained within the game itself, but 
the aim of the game is simple: 
detonate bombs to clear the 
barriers between you and your 
opponent, and then try to trap 
them in a corner before blow- 
ing them to tiny bits. This is not 
as easy as it sounds, because 
it's all too easy to trap yourself 
in a corner instead, leaving you 

cursing fluently but helplessly 
| as the seconds tick away before 
you're destroyed. 

To aid you in your bloody 
task there are two bonuses, which 
increase the range of your explo- 
sions and the number of bombs 
you can lay at any time. Other 
items are less predictable, repre- 
sented by skulls, question marks 
and bottles. They can do anything 
from increasing your 
speed, -reversing your & 
controls (so that up 
becomes down and so on) 


Bought for the price of a disk, 
usually cheaper and nastier. 
But enough about Nick Peers. 
What’s new in the public 


domain this month? 


to teleporting all the players to ran- 
dom points in the maze. There's 
nothing more exciting (or scary, If 
you're like me) than suddenly find- 
ing yourself right next to one of 
your opponents. Your only option 
is to lay a bomb and leg it sharpish, 
which ts probably what he or she 
will be doing at the same time. 
This has to 
be one of the 
best multi- 
player games 
available at the 
moment, com- 
mercial or other- 
wise. It is 
shareware, so if 
you register 
you'll increase 
the chances of 
an update - one 
option touted 
enables you to 
play over more 
than one 
machine via the 
null modem or 
MIDI ports, and 
if you've ever played Stunt Car 
Racer on two STs, you'll know how 
exciting this can be. All that 
remains for you to do now is find 
five people you don't particularly 
like, and prepare to hate them even 
more after a few hours of Dyna- 
busters+. Let's rock! 
STF RATING: 92% 


DARTS 180 


Darts needs no introduction - it’s a 
game of darts pure and simple, 
coded in S7TOS. Surprisingly it’s 
mildly entertaining if you allow for 
the fact that darts can never be 
truly realised on the computer plat- 
form. Having said this, Darts 180 


makes more than just a passable 
effort and the control method does 
manage to bring some sense of 
realism to the game in general. 

The graphics are superbly 
detailed, which adds to the game 
and helps hide the fact that the 
majority of it takes place at a static 
dartboard. The options screen in 


particular works well, and you can 
select any one of eight opponents 
to face. To add even more spice to 
the game there's an option that 
enables you to select how many 
beers you've drunk prior to the 
match. When you're completely 
sober the dart remains rock solid in 
your hand — just line it up as best 
you can and hope you've thrown it 
with the right amount of power to 
score a treble 20. If you've had a 
few, lining up your shot becomes 
more difficult - your aim tends to 
wobble alarmingly. Proof positive 
that drinking alcohol is neither 
big nor hard, and doesn't 
impress the girls either. If you 
like darts, but aren't prepared 
to get out of your armchair to 
play it, this should appeal. 

STF RATING: 75% 


FanTree File Edit Display Print P 


JET BIKE CHALLENGE 


Jet Bike Challenge is a SEUCK 
game. There are already loads on 
the public domain, not many of 
which are any good. Can this pro- 
vide any new slants on the genre, 
or is it best forgotten? 

There is no documentation 
with the game, which is always a 
bad sign, and unfortunately the 

game itself looks instantly 


forgettable. The 
graphics, such as 
they are, are 
quite well- 
drawn, but, as 
Dynabusters+ 
shows, graphics 


arent what makes 
a game. If you're a 


references Help 


Descendants of Willian | 


WILLIAM | C1866 

Robert of Normandy 

Unknown daughter 
L— Unknown 


LH—S$TEPHEN c1135 
___ Fus taece 
clas? 
cl1e8 


WILLIAM JI 
HENRY | 


__flatilda 


L_ HENRY JI cli54 
Geoffrey 
RICHARD | 
JOHN c1199 


clie9 


FAMILY TREE V2.1 


lf the idea of shelling out £20 for a 
genealogy program seems too 
much for you, you could always try 
Family Tree v2.1. It's freeware, 
which means you don't have to pay 
the authors a penny, generous peo- 
ple that they are. It also makes full 
use of GEM, meaning that you can 
access your favourite Desk Acces- 
sories from within the program. 
Entering the data is easy, and 
wads of statistics can be produced 


Sfantree File Edit Diapley Print Preferences Help : 


p= 
Fomily rice 


Far scared 
Place of Birth 


= Perccn form for Nicholas Daniel Peera | 


i, a 
er 
Gaildferd, furreg——____ 


= 


= Rept ised 
——— «tl 
Gecupalian Blak Editer, ST FORT... 


Rother Jeanetie Dorathy Peers 
Father Rartin Frederice Peers 


[=] Mare ied 


Chil idres SIBLings 


|| boglee Rarg Peers 
Robert Aaertia Peart 


Reference 


for each person in your family. You 
can even write reams of notes for 
each individual member if you so 
wish, although there’s unlikely to 
be a market for all your hard work 
outside of your own family unless 
you commission for other people. 

Family Tree, like all geneal- 
ogy programs, Is really just a glori- 
fied database but with options that 
make it a vital addition to any 
genealogist with an ST. 

Once you've entered all the 
members of your family in turn you 
can link them all up simply, 
by marrying them off and 
then giving them children 
from the lists provided. It's 
unbelievably easy to alter 
your family tree on-screen, 
but be warned, the final dis- 
play is a little disappointing. 
Overall, though, this is a use- 
ful little utility if you want to 
take a dip in the sea of 
genealogy without getting 
your feet wet. (Sorry?) 

STF RATING: 80% 


thecal BS ROB NRE Slt IE - 


diehard shoot-'em- 
up fan, or you just 
have an insatiable 
desire to collect 
every SEUCK game 
there is, you might 
get something out 
of it (like five min- 
utes entertainment, 
perhaps). Other- 
wise you. should 
run screaming in 
the other direction. 
STF RATING: 48% 


IMAGELAB 


Imagelab comprises a suite of 
German utilities that enable 
you to turn colour GIF and TIFF 
files into black and white IMG 
files for use in DTP programs 
and word processors like Cala- 
mus and Write On. The pro- 
grams themselves are based 
around /magelab's B_W format, 
and most busy themselves with 
converting file formats to and from 
.B_W extensions. 

You'll need to also have 
access to GEM-View and PicSwitch 
if you want to be able to use the 
program to its full capacity, and 
this is where it falls down. You end 
up finding yourself spending most 
of your time scurrying between 
programs converting pictures to 
and from the various file formats. 
When you finally get your desired 
picture into the B_W format you'll 

ImageLab File 


Edit Process 


InageLob File 
i FACES! .ORG 


Edit Process Information 


gee EE FACES! ORG El 
C tat 7 n : eae 


probably want nothing more to do 
with it, ever again. Ever. 

That said, the program does 
its job reasonably, and someone 
has thoughtfully translated the 
resource files into English to make 
it all a little easier. Not bad, but 
there are a host of image process- 
ing utilities available in the public 
domain already. Imagelab can't 
quite lift itself above the crowd, but 
a nice effort all the same. 


STF RATING: 74% 
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ATARI MUSEUM 


The three disks consist of a grand 
tour of every single machine, be it 
computer or console, that Atari 
have ever released or even thought 
about. Rather than force you to sit 
through a slide show of pictures 
and text on each machine, you are 
presented with a menu that 
enables you to quickly find the 
machine you're interested in and 
access its details, and in most 
cases, a bring up a picture of the 
machine itself. (Well, not actually 
“bring up’, obviously.) 

The pictures themselves are 
functional, but a little basic and dis- 
appointing, while the text gives 


FALCON 
UTILITIES © 


One thing that all oF the programs 
on this disk have in common is that 
none of them (with the exception of 
the two utilities for POV Raytrace) 
have anything in common with 
each other. It’s a bizarre mix but it’s 
still good. 

Top of the class must be Easy- 
dat, a GEM database that’s power- 
ful and easy to use. Then there's 
the Falcon version of the Spectrum 
Emulator, enabling you to warp 
back in time to those heady old 
days of BEEPs and attribute clash. 
One advantage of the ST version of 
the emulator is that it’s actually 
quicker than the old Spectrum in 
places. Such a pity then, that the 
associated programs featured are 
all a load of rubbish. 

Rounding the disk off are a 
reset-proof RAMdisk called 
Truedisk, Tocante, an Accessory 
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7 
Being hairy [Thrash metal 
ftist thing —[Porter"s Nead_[Qveasiaess | — 
Football, Star Trek, karaoke | __ 


about ‘ithe 
specifications 


information 
basic 


you 
machine's 
along with its release date and a 
few lines of comment about its his- 


tory. Not all of the featured 
machines come with pictures and 
while this is understandable in the 
case of projects which never saw 
the light of day (such as the ST- 
based console), it’s a pity that the 
author couldn't come up with a pic- 
ture of two of the first STs ever to 
be released in the US (the 130 and 
260 models). 

Nevertheless, if you're inter- 
ested in the history of Atari, these 
disks might be of interest, but it's 
hard to see them serving any pur- 
pose other than to while away the 
hours on a wet Sunday afternoon. 

STF RATING: 66% 


clock to keep you constantly 
apprised of the time and a few 
other little ditties that | don’t have 
the space or inclination to mention, 
including those two shells for POV 
Raytrace. All in all a useful disk to 
own if you have a Falcon. 

STF RATING: 86% 
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THE TIFF DEMO — 


BA yes. Why anyone =» would want 
to take pictures of nubile young 


i 


women and then distort their faces 
into something best described as 
‘avant-garde’ is totally beyond this 
reviewer. Nice soundtrack though. 
The other two demos, Plasma and 
Chaotic Easter Egg are only slightly 
less bizarre, but with good sound- 
tracks all the same. Nevertheless, 
I'd really appreciate a demo that 
had a stomping rock tune behind it 
rather than these tame dance offer- 
ings. Get it if you have weird con- 
cepts of art and things. 

STF RATING: 70% 
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Once again, Simon Forrester 
nervously tiptoes around the 
seething hotbed of creativity, 
daring, originality, cooperation 
and people in trees that is the 
independents scene. And fits in 


quite nicely. 


| e’s done it again. Yup, after 
Se our brief selection of games 
§ from Dave Cobbledick (two) 

last month, as featured in Indies Cor- 


ner, he’s sent us another one. But is it 
any good? Well... 


style perfectly. It's an incredibly sim- 
ple ‘matching pairs’ game that’s clev- 
erly hidden underneath about a 
megabyte of peripheral detail — daft 
characters, that sort of thing. For a 
start, the game is hosted by what 


@ The formations of the cards change dramatically from level to level, but the 
gameplay isn't at all affected by this strange habit. Great programming. 


When the world of ST software sud- 
denly seems a little too starched, you 
can always rely on Dave Cobbledick 
to cheer you up. His 
games, although not the 
most technically 
advanced of their time, 
are always fun to watch. 
Plonker, DCS" most recent 
release, follows Dave's 


@ Once you've spent 

all that time matching up 
the pairs, you can start all 
over again on the next 
level. Thanks a lot. 
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looks like a potato in shades, who 
squeaks instructions at you in a high 
pitched, northern voice. The game 


INDEPENDENTS REVIEWS fu 
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SCORE 0DO0010100 


@ | thought | was having a bad day. The butter was straight from the fridge this 
morning, and it wasn't Ty-Phoo tea. Then a potato beat me at pairs. 


itself a dangerous, devil-may-care 
card game of pairs, in which cards get 
turned, and potatoes scream to their 
deaths. Hang on. Was that pairs? 


The first thing you always seem to 
notice about DCS games is that the 
music isn't exactly, 
erm, reserved. Fair- 
ground tunes blast 


“The game is hosted 


portions of your life flash before your 
eyes, followed by large portions of 
chips. And then you begin to realise 
that underneath the layers and layers 
of ‘humour’, hidden by the sound 
effects, the little animations, the 
knobs, dials and switches, this is in 
fact merely a game of pairs, which 
anyone can man- 
age with a pack of 
cards. Disappoint- 


out in comput- by what looks like a ing? You're not 
erised harmony, 2 kidding. 

and it’s not long Potato in shades, Now if 
before you're get- who squeaks you're really into 
ting the feeling | “ computer _pairs 
that your decision Instructions at you games, fine. This 
to buy an ST partly jm a morthern voice” {ormat however 
on the basis of its has been tried 
sonic abilities is before, and 


something of an alien concept to our 
Dave. Just to continue the in-yer-face 
(or down-yer-windpipe) theme, 
whenever you win congratulation 
comes in the form of “ooh, you little 
tinker” or other exclamations. 

“Eat poo-poo and die” says Mr 
Potato-nead, as your cards go up. As 
the desperado spud gang closes in 
around you, you're likely to see large 


LIVES 2a =& 


though it’s fun for five minutes during 
your lunch hour, you 
won't find yourself saving 
it a lobish seat in the front 
of your mind for long. It’s 
pairs, and it’s £9.99, 

If you're a_ pairs 
devotee with a taste for 
potatoes it might be for 
you, though. Weirdo. 


Plonker 


£9.99 Dunce’s Cap Software, 
245 Rosalind Street, 
Ashington, Northumberland, 
NE63 9AZ 


Highs 
@ It's ‘funny’ 


Lows 
@ It's pairs 
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CRAFTY 
CRAZY 
CAPERS 


ow, live from ST FORMAT, we 
Ni bring you news of an old but 

previously unexploited type of 
game — the ‘lots of little ambiquous 
boxes’ concept. This game is the for- 
mat that the phrase “What the hell 
am | supposed to be doing?” was cre- 
ated for. And it’s back, in style. No 
ole matter which of 
1 the four sections 


Crafty 
Capers opens 
with a screen full 
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INDEPEN DEN TS 


of boxes. With some 
time and effort, experi- 
enced players may 
then be able to extin- 
guish between the dif- 
ferent games. 


Give itatry 

Manic Mind: this is 
based on Triplets, and 
is the first game you 
come across. It involves swapping 
triplets of squares with the exchanger, 
in an effort to find the target squares 
(each has a different colour scheme). 


oe (HO ASS ee ee | 


RISK AOVES 


In reality this takes the form of click- 
ing buttons almost at random. Mean- 
while the gare makes strange noises 
and shows nothing on screen, or it 
moves things around on screen but 
doesn’t acknowledge them. Depends 
what it feels like doing, really. It’s odd, 
unintelligible, and a little dull. 

Whizz Word: a simple anagram puz- 
zle game, played by swapping letters 
either with the let- 
ter immediately to 
the right or one 
square along. Sim- 
ple in concept, and 
simple in play, if a 
little dull. 

Crazy Maze: it’s 
not a maze, for a 
start. You decide 
how many squares 
forward you'd like 
to move, and you move that many 
squares forward. There's a percentage 
mark that informs you as to the risk of 
the computer rejecting your move. 
Hazardous, eh? Dull. 

Dice Magic: based on a six-dice 
game, the aim is to get as many dice 
as possible reading the same value, by 
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“With time and 
effort, experienced 
players may be 
able to distinguish 
between the 
different games” 
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either increasing or decreasing the 
value on every dice, or re-rolling sin- 
gle dice. Dice. Right. Dull. 

Now | don’t want to be at all 
discouraging here, but is this really 
the way to go? It’s indie software, but 
it doesn’t always have to consist of 
dice, anagrams, hangman or pairs. 
These puzzle games never catch on 
with anyone, because there’s virtually 
nothing that 
couldn‘t have been 
done with a pencil, 
paper and some 
dice. Playing sim- 
ple puzzle games 
may have been 
enough, but not 
‘crazy’ ones. 

‘Crazy’ is 
Noel’s House Party. 
‘Crazy’ is The Big 
Breakfast. ‘Crazy’ is Michael Barry- 
more. ‘Crazy’ is used for slightly weak, 
diluted, watery comedy 
that the Radio Times 
terms ‘wacky’. Crafty | 
Crazy Capers isn’t Crafty, | 
or Crazy, and it’s cer- 
tainly not a Caper. Come 
on, indié people — how 
about a real game every 
now and again? stf 


Crafty 
Crazy 
Capers 


£3.95 Nice Bytes, Flat 7, 
64 Gwendolen Road, 
Leicester, LES SFE 


Highs 


M@ it’s quite relaxing just 
watching the pretty colours 
move around at random 


Lows 
@ Crazy 
@ Kooky 
@ Wacky 
@ Zany 
@ Er, not 


The year is 2044. On the far reaches of the galaxy an alien 
battle force assembles, purpose, the destruction of the 
human race. The nation Earth form DEFCON (Defence 
Control) in the hope to counteract the invading force. Taking the 
role of a newly recruited Space Hound, ware to be stationed 
in the front line piloting a ‘Perseus deep space fighter. The 
whole of the human race depends on you! ZERO-Ss advanced 
polygon graphics engine is based upon the STEs and Falcon 
030s BLITTER graphics co-processor. It is capable of generating 
detailed objects’ in real time so the experience of alien 


squadrons rushing towards you is now a reality. Yet not all of | 
ZERO-S@ battles will be lost or won in space, some missions | 


take place down on the surface of planets where, 3D 
landscaping routines create whole new worlds. All sii 
possible through. ZERO-Ss ability’ to detect and use a 
hardwaM such as the Falconf30's 32-Bit 68030 chip, allowing it 
to deliver ‘and more detailed playing environment. The 
Ataris DMA-co-processor sound system is used to supply 16- 
Bit, 25khz, digitally sourced four channel music and heart 
stopping sound effects, and if your machine has more than 1Mb 
your ships status will be relaid to you using digitised speech. 
Please rush me a copy of ZERO-5 for my 
Atari 1Mb STE or 4Mb Falicon030 


| wish to pay by 
La) Cheque/Postal Order made payable to: Caspian Software Limited 


_) Access / Visa Card No: 


. * 
xpiry Uate: Ignature: 
. PPS S SSSR RRR SRR ES 2 PSSST TRESS S SERRE SSCS 


Price: ZERO-5 is only £24.99 including UK post and packing. 
EEC please add £1.00. Overseas add tc.00 


[PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 


| have enclosed a ay, 4 ey: sha debit my credit card for £__*__ 
Mail to: Caspian Software Limited, Block 1A, Lee Valley Technopark, 
Ashley Road, London N17 SLN 


Please allow 14 days for delivery 


POWER COMPUTING 
LIMITED 


44a/b Stanley Street Bedford MK41 7RW 
Tel 0234 273000 Fax 0234 352207 


—POWER DRIVES 
PC720B, the award winning 
external disk drive which includes a 
virus blocker, built-in Blitz Turbo 
and is able to boot from drive B, 


Pee 0 Bits ccmncanncctnrnrne £60 
PC720P (inc. PSU).........c845 
PC7201 (internal)....... _ £40 


(360K upgrade drive, needs case modification) 


PC720 OI (official)............ £45 


(720K internal replacement drive) 


DRIVE B CABLE 


If you have an internal drive that is 
not compatible with ‘boot from 
drive B’, this cable will solve your 
problem. 


Drive-B cable.....:.s0s000: £9.95 


Back-up dis disks at avliginig seis 
Blitz copies from the internal to the 
external drive and cleverly by-passes 
your ST's controller chip. In 
around 40 seconds you can back-up 
an ST disk, what's more you can 
switch between your disk drive and 
Blitz Turbo without disconnecting 
your Blitz interface. (1988 


Copyright act applies) 
Bite Wr 00's. Avanicenwone £25 


"POWER SCANNER 


The award winning scanner from 
Power Computing allows you to 
scan up to 400DPI in real-time 
greyscale, with autoscan rate detect. 
The scanning software included 
allows you to edit and manipulate 
any image you scan. 


Power Scanne.......2s-000+-. £99 
Power Scanner inc OCR..£149 


RING INTERRUPTION 


Use with Ultimate Ripper or 


SuperMon. Stop games or programs 
in their tracks, search for infinate 


lives and hack with code. A press of 


the key and the program is restarted. 


128MB Optical Ext. .... £779 
128MB Optical Disk......£35 


“EXT. HARD DRIVES — 


Slimline 3.5” SCSI, complete 
with interface, software & 
cables, 

Ss pee 3 
2G60MB secssesevsesnee £349 
540MB TT iBalcon)... £499 
540MB (ST/FM-e)......£549 
LGB (TT/Falcon)........ £799 
1GB (ST/FM-e) ..........£849 


RAM BOARDS 


O.5MB .......:0212:+--£499§ 
ZMIB wesssestaretsessitzencod Sete 
BMIB o..ccssesezsaepisiss ee Mae Pee 


SuperMon comes with all the 
features of the ‘Ultimate Ripper’ 
and more. Some of the features 
included with SuperMon are: 
Program switcher- allows to programs 
to be in the memory simultaneously 
and switched between at the touch 
of a key, Printer spooler- allows files 
to be printed at the same time as 
other tasks, Comprehensive 
debugger- disassemble programs 
and step through them, intercept 
OS calls, search memory or find 
where a routine is called from 
automatically, Diagnostics 
function- check the internal 
functioning of your ST disk 
analyser, custom format disks, 
read/write sectors, hide files, 
Utilities- the SuperMon also has 
many utiliry functions available, 
including reset proof RAM disk, 
mouse trap function, time display, 
screen snapshot and 50/60Hz toggle. 


Ultimate Ripper... £25 
Including SuperMon......... £35 

MISCELLANEOUS” 
Atart Mouse ......s.s:scssesesrers £15 
Power Clock... 1799 


Optical Mouse........... £29.95 
Replacement optical mat..£10 
100 Branded disks + box ...£49 


Ring Interruption.............. £15 10 Branded disks .........00000: £5 
rere Ci nitruder 1 joystick...... £29.99 
eM EMOR Ns Maverick | joystick... £15.99 
IMB Simm .....cssccsseesee £35 Apache | joystick........... £7.99 
delivery: next day £5.00 2-3 days £2.50 Saturday £10.00 


deliveries are subject to stock availability 


all pris ces ine lude VAT, E& OE 


In Rugby League there's only 
one thing more terrifying than 
tackling a. 300lb Tongan prop 
forward, and that’s telling said 
man-mountain that he’s been 
dropped from the team. That's 
your job, that is. 


he 
artists 


face has a real 


Rugby League 
are 

Monty Python fans. You can 
tell because the main office inter- 


Coach 


obviously big ‘routine’ 


it makes Rugby League Coach’s more 


management trappings 


feel pleasantly familiar. Played from 
the manager's desk, you get to con- 


trol the training, the 


ae ee 
Ter Gilliam = finances, the team 
ald to it, all “the finely-honmed and even the tea. By 
your actions are gameplay lacks clicking between your 
controlled by ff - diary, calendar, team 
this extendable bite and it's sheet and 
arm - you know mever clear where ven aes 2 
the sort that | spreadsheet, 
would steal fig the heart of the aim is to 
leaves from the game lies” guide the 
statue’s naughty lowly Thorne 
bits. It’s odd, eee from third 


and it looks a bit silly, but it helps 
to make Rugby League Coach that 
little bit different, so that at least 
you know which game you're play- 
ing. Which is more than can be said 
for many of its graphically limited 
football contemporaries, even if it 
does leave you half-expecting fish 
to ride past the window 


j — Fee 
+==4 on bicycles. 
| = Grasp this Daali- 
Pell esque nettle though and 


eae 


division obscurity to the 
heights of the first division : 
championship. Or, failing 
that, jump ship to a bigger = 
club as soon as you can. " 
You know the story. If not, 
go back and read the 
reviews of Premier Manager 
2, Premier Manager, Cham- 
pionship Manager, Football 
Tactician, Football Manager 
1-3, Brian Clough’s Football 


oe 


es 


Fortune's, Player Manager... In fact 
any sports management game ever. 

The players get trained, get 
more skillful, get injured, get sold 
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As a Southern child | was always puz- 
zled by four core facts concerning 
Rugby League. 1) Why did Grand- 
stand insist on showing Rugby 
League live on the TV when there 
was football afoot? 2) There weren't 


any obvious rules. 3) It was distress- 
ingly violent. 4) To be honest it was 
all about them ‘up north’. 

Thanks to Rugby League Manager 
| have since realised the error of my 


il 


RUGBY LEAGUE, WHY? 


? . 


and get sulky, just as ae expect. 
The fans are fickle and whinge 
about a 50 pence increase in ticket 
prices. The chairman gives you 
grief, even when you 
win the match. It’s all 
there, but to be bru- 
tally honest the sport 
itself makes little differ- 
ence. It could be Rugby 
League, Rugby Union, 
Association Football or 
even full contact domi- 
noes. The size and 
order of the team sheet 


Hull Kingston Second-rov Samrny 
Bashforth is up For sale. 

He ould realise a price of up to 
FiisS000, 

Barrow Centre-back Dennis Farrell 
out with a brokes wrist. 
Huddersfield’ s schoolbor signing 
Giles Roast lam is up for transfer. 
Beecham could fetch up to F276000. 
Sheffield Prop Larry Overti out 
Frith a sprained ankle. 

Oldham Centre-back Lawresz ~ eliwoe 
is wp for transfer. 

ie¢ could go for as mach a E78 =00 
Wakefield Prop Joseph Ree« 5 is up 
For transfer. } 4 

He could go for as much F + 100000 


ways. 1) Rugby league has a huge 
and active supporter base, including 
jill. 2) The rules have been tailored 
to make the game as exciting as pos- 
sible for the spectator, so it suits TV. 
3) The apparent violence masks gen- 
uine skill. Honestly. 4) And no, in fact 
many of the best players come from 
places considerably more southerly 
than Kent — like New Zealand. Bit like 
cricket, then. 


are the only real clues as to 
the sport you're controlling. 


Wigan out 


Rugby League Coach’s insis- | 


tence on frittering away its 
primary asset is annoying. If 
being a rugby coach is 
important enough to be 
worth £30, then every aspect 
of the sport should force its 
way into play at every oppor- 


tunity. Yet this feels more | 


like Pan-Generic Manager than 
a specific Rugby League 


coach simulation. 

As a result, the finely- 
honed gameplay lacks bite, 
and it’s never clear where the 
heart of the game 


lies. 
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Because you've no direct control 
over the tactics - you can’t choose 
which strategy your team will use 
in Sunday’s game — your only effect 


on the 
comes in the form of | 
squad selection and 
substitutions. These 
are good, but just 
don't offer enough 
meddling potential, 
when compared to 
the top-end football 
simulations. 

As a rugby man- 
agement simulation 
Rugby League Coach is 


at the head of the | 


pack, but then it’s the [ee 


only real contender. ba 


When. it's Seulselagn § 
to the wider genre of 


matches _— 
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football manage- 
ment games, there 
just aren’t enough 
buttons to push and * 
levers to pull here. All the 
usual maths and tactical calcu- 
lations are there but they’re 
hidden away and your direct 
control is limited. 

Much of the fun of man- 
agement games is in exploring 
the maze of (often redundant) 
options, and working out your 
own priorities. Without them 
you end up idling away time at 
your pixel desk, watching the 
boys train from your bit-plane 
window, while waiting for the 
chairman to call. The lack of 
control and the game’s slightly 
androgynous sporting feel 
tackle Rugby League Coach just 


short of the line. It gets damn 
close, but it just doesn’t quite 
score. Shame. stf 
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to be bleedin’ stupid. Robinson's 
Requiem might just sort out the 
men from the idiots. 


ould you like to hear a 
story? No? Tough. | was 
baby-sitting for a friend 


the other day, and the kids were 
camping in the back garden. | 
opened the door, and asked them 
if they wanted 
me to make them 
any sandwiches 
(just like it says 
on the advert). 

“Explorers 
don’t eat sand- 
wiches,” said the 
child in an 
incredibly annoy- 
ing voice, holding 
up a string of 
raw, Sausages and a frying pan. 

It was at this point that | was 
faced with a decision. | could either 
go back into the kitchen and make 
them a large plate of cheerful sand- 


“The programmers 
were obviously eat 
aware that they 

were working 
on a Falcon” 


wiches packed full of crunchy veg- 
etables and salad things, or | could 
leave the bloody, disjointed carcass 
of some large, wild animal by their 
door and let them get on with it. 
The baby-sitting work kind of dried 
up after that. 

The kids were 
right, though - 
explorers don’t 
sandwiches. 
In fact, explorers 
don't actually eat 
anything - the 
majority of them 
die face down in 
a jungle, dead 
from starvation, 
malaria or both. Alternatively, they 
come back and get involved in 
community youth schemes. 

Robinson’s Requiem, the obvi- 
ous link to all of this explorer talk, 


@ Your blocomputer, Keeping Unt Gonder Gt your haat: Actially Gate ute ch 
doesn't control your health, it just beeps when you're about to die horribly. 


, 


ROBINSON'S 
REQUIEM 030 


‘harsh and hostile planets, 
you have to be tough. You 
have to be quick. You have 


@ This is a game in which you'll not only have to learn your way around, but learn 
quite a bit of medicine as well. I'm getting good at that amputation lark... 


knows how to test its explorers 
(that’s you). It doesn’t give you any 
sandwiches. In this particular case it 
doesn’t give you anything, simply 
leaving you for dead in a crash on 
an unknown, prehistoric planet. 
This is your situation. Have 
you enjoyed life? 

The game starts 
with you standing on 
that planet, in a grassy 
valley furnished with @ 
trees, a stream, an 
incredibly violent bloke, 
and quite a large chunk of 
debris from the crash. As you 
start to move around, you soon 
realise that this is no ordinary 
game, and it’s certainly no ordinary 
game engine. 


You're stuck on a prehistoric planet 
plagued by the dinosaurs of the 
time, and you've got nothing save 
what you salvaged from the crash. It 
seems fairly straightforward — you're 
stuffed. Or not. 

One of the most startlingly new 
elements of Robinson’s Requiem is the 
way you can use objects. You see, 
though a length of cord may be 


| handy for strangling someone, and a 


stick may make a good pokey fing, 


they're both fairly primitive. The 
game has been designed in such a 
way that, you being the creative type 
you are, you can invent new tools, 


To start with, it's on the Falcon. 
This is not only an excuse for flashy 
sound effects, but also a chance to 
do some serious graphic work. 
Requiem is a first-person 3D adven- 
ture, using a free 3D system that 
enables you to move where 
you want, looking in any 
direction, and stops it 
from being a linear, 
blocky, slow version of 
Dungeon Master. In fact, 
Requiem probably owes 
more to Doom in the way 
it moves, though admittedly 
without the speed or fluidity. 

The control system is straight- 
forward, going for the J/shar 
approach of directional arrows and 
a set of iconic operations. These 


manufacturing objects together. For 
instance, you could take your cord 
and stick and invent a bow, handy | 
for shooting people. 

lf you find a needle and thread, 
and you happen to have some cloth 
lying around, you can make yourself 
some natty new threads (yellow is 
just so retro). And believe me, you'll 
need to get inventing — it’s all very 
well punching out some bloke with | 
an attitude, but you'll have to take 
on all kinds of beasties throughout 
the game, and you're going to have 
to be horribly well prepared. Get | 
those creative juices flowing. 


deal with manipu- 
lating objects, 
fighting, and other 
such activities. 

And so you're 
left with your hero 
(Bob’s a nice, holy 


name) to survive 
on this hostile LJ a 
world, 


spanning wit you get confused as to where you and where you're 


three square miles going, switch to the utterly unimpressive map. 


and including ten 

different climates (odd planet, 
this). Ultimately, you're trying to 
escape from the planet altogether, 
but this requires two things: a plan, 
and a live Bob to carry it out. 


Let's get this straight from 
the start: Robinson's is not 
an exploration game. 
Though there are heavy ele- 
ments of exploration in the game- 

play, the emphasis is always on 
survival, spending more time with 
your medical computer than with 
your map, and_ understanding 
exactly how much a crocodile can 


Robinson's Requiem is also not a lin- 
ear game - you never come across 
any obvious pointers as to what to 
do next. Instead you find paths, 
caves, holes, beasties or whatever 
at your own speed. If you take 
two days to make your way 
out of the first valley, so be it 
— the planet will still be there 
when you finish, and every- 
thing will be just as it should 
be. There’s no real time limit, and 
there’s no real scoring system. You 
just wander about, take a look 
around. That's it. 

The first thing to hit you 
about Robinson's Requiem is the fact 


You fall into a stream. Instead of 
climbing straight out, you decide to 
wade around for a bit (it makes a 
nice noise, y’see). When you do get 
out, you keep your clothes on, and 
walk around in the cold air until you 
eventually dry off. This isn't wise. 


You hear your own congested 
breathing, sneezing and coughing. 
You've got pneumonia. Lots of it. 

It's surprising to play a game 
and find your bloke has caught a dis- 
ease along the way. It didn’t happen 
in Saboteur when you went swim- 
ming, and it definitely didn’t happen 
in Flashback. It happens in Requiem, 
though — your bloke is prone to the 
same diseases you are, and you have 
to learn how to treat him. 


under-produced on _ both 
technical and musical levels. 

Sound effects? Well, 
Silmarils have obviously 
gone to great lengths to 
include as many sound 
effects as possible, from Bob 
panting after heavy activity, 
through water effects as you 
wade across a river, right up 
to the individual screams of 
some truly terrifying reptiles. 
It's probably worth noting 
that the dinosaur roars seem 
to come from the Jurassic 
Park school — the larger the scary 
fing, the more it sounds like the 
hooter on the QE2. 

But then there’re the graph- 
ics. You might've thought that the 
Falcon has generally been under- 
used when it comes to graphics, 


B 1 checked my arsenal, refusing adamantly to 
put a football gag on this page. 


And so the next, amazing element of 
Requiem comes into play, in which 
you start to take care of your bloke. 
If you had the good sense to search 
the wreckage at the beginning, 
you'll have found a medikit. This lit- 
tle box contains various sets of pills, 
bandages and other medical para- 
phernalia that all comes in handy for 
the many things that can (and will) 
go wrong. 

Armed with only a medikit and 
an advanced medical computer, you 
can cure Bob of some of the most 
messy diseases, wrap the most bro- 
ken leg, or even amputate limbs at 
choice moments, accompanied by 
Bob’s screaming. It’s his knife you 
have to use to do it. Mmmm. 


hill levels off to the flat ground, 
and when a little path cuts into the 
side of a slope, it looks, well, right. 
This is an odd game. When 
you're playing it, part of you wants 
to keep playing until you’ve pushed 
Bob to the limits of his physical 
abilities (you know, hacked every 
limb off), while the other half says 
“yeah, nice game ideas, but they 
don't really gel, do they?”. It’s as 
though Robinson’s has been created 
by a genius of a programmer, but 


you're never really sure whether 
you're having fun. It’s a realistic 
survival game (well, as far as | could 


& Now there’s something fishy going on. That spaceship looks quite all phe aii ; = 
right. No worries. Might not pass its MOT, but it’s in one piece... : rh] AD 


hurt you if you leave it alone long 
enough. The maps and layout of 
some of the sections can get con- 
fusing at times, but there’re never 
any mazes, and ‘you'll never get 
lost. The auto-mapping facility 
seems to have decided exactly how 
difficult finding your way around 
should be, accurately mapping out 

; the positions of 
everything from 
ferocious dinosaurs 
to interesting peb- 
bles (no, shhhh - 
don’t mention the 
pebbles). 


that the programmers were 
very obviously aware that 


they were working on a Fal- & This has to be one of the most impressive 
from the option screens ever seen on a computer game. 


con. Everything, 
menu screen onwards, looks 

special. The game’s intro is one of 
the best an Atari has ever seen, tak- 
ing you through the ship's malfunc- 
tion, via the atmosphere and out in 
the parachute, narrowly avoiding a 
pterodactyl as you fall. In fact, 
probably the only slightly duff ele- 
ment in the programming is the 
music which, compared to some of 
the work we’ve seen on both the 
ST and the Falcon of late, is a little 


but that’s all changed. As well as 
flaunting a high resolution and 
even higher colour scale, Robinson's 
Requiem makes the most of the Fal- 
con’s mathematical ability in creat- 
ing some of the most effective 
polygonal scenery going. When it 
comes down to it, hills are merely a 
set of brown, flat polygons, but the 
system in Robinson’s works in such a 
way that, when the incline of the 


tell, with my limited experience) 
but survival isn’t much fun, is it? 
But if you like the idea of an 
advanced, well-written  survival- 
cum-adventure game, you can’t get 
better than Robinson's Requiem. stf 
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is nowhere near as soppy but is still not available in the 
shops. To get hold of your copy give Daze a ring on 
= 0171 372 7435 and they'll sort you out. 


This is the kind of thing they always say at 
the end of TV ads for compilation CDs like 
Moments and Together. Robinson's Requiem 


= “We're aft — 
worrted about | 
fee =| 
you. Are you 
| sure you're | 
eating property? 
wt i - 
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You may think that here at 
ST FORMAT we're devoted to 
the ST, but that's only partly 
true. Believe it or not, there 
was life before the ST. 


oad up any game on your 
u ST. Any game at all. What- 

ever the game is, you can 
guarantee it has roots in earlier 
releases for different machines. 
This isn’t a case of the ST being 
unoriginal — these games have 
always been great and always will 
be - but you have to understand 
that they didn't 
start with the ST 
itself. Their his- 
tory goes much 
further back than 
that -— to the early 
arcades, where 
the original game 
genres and the 


concepts of 
gameplay were 
formed. 

If you look 


on this month’s Cover Disk, you'll 
find our homage to some of the old 
and, erm, really old classics of the 
computer game scene. If you can't 
get any fun out of these games 
then you're quite obviously beyond 
help. And if you can’t spot any links 
between these grandaddies and 
the games you're clamouring at 
today, well, you're blind as well. 


Now this is one of the originals. 
When Breakout was first released, 
it was revolutionary. It was excit- 
ing. It was totally original, and it 
was crap by today’s standards. It 
was still Breakout though, and this 
fact can't be ignored. When you 
load up Arkanoid, or get horribly 
mutilated playing any one of the 
several other Sreakout clones, 


you'll know you're really paying 
homage to the original concept, 
first employed in Breakout. 


“If you can’t get 
any fun out of these 
games then you're 
quite obviously 
beyond help” 


The twist is simple - instead of a 
simple bat and ball game you're 
playing squash. The wall, instead 
of being solid, is destructible, the 
idea being to break out of the 
court, through the wall. 

Our version of this classic is, 
admittedly, a simple PD version, 
but it’s still true to the original, with 
a few additions 
but nothing to 
spoil the essential 
simplicity of one 
of the best com- 
puter games of 
all time. 


It may not have 
been the first 
game ever, but 
it’s still one of the 
all-time classics, and anyone who's 
played this on the Spectrum will 
know why its been converted to the 
ST. It's one of the most addictive 
platform shoot-‘em-ups ever. To try 
it for yourself, just look on the 
Cover Disk — instructions start on 
page 6. 

The idea of Jetpac is to con- 
struct a rocket from the strewn 
pieces and fuel it, finally taking off, 
while being hassled quite heavily 
by an odd selection of aliens. Blur- 
ring the boundaries between 
shoot-'em-up and platform game, 
Jetpac was one of the first big-time 
arcade games to originate on a 
home computer, although this suc- 
cess was short-lived. The game 
never really made it on to the 
higher formats, partly because Ulti- 
mate, the company responsible for 
the original release, did a nose-dive 
shortly before the new wave of 
hardware came along. 


It's one of the all-time 
Original classics, and we 


@ Breakout - a game that 
benefits heeuuugely from the 
invention of the mouse. 


@ Jetpac - 


_Ttree: 
a ridiculously good conversion of an utterly amazing Spectrum/VIC game. 


Though this version features new improved graphics and sound, It’s still Jetpac. 


managed to find an ST version 
(aren't we good to you). If you load 
up Blaster, you'll find a game that 
is, effectively, the grandaddy of the 
horizontally scrolling shoot-em-up. 
Everything, from A-type to xX-out, 
was influenced by the style and 
gameplay rules that both Dropzone 
and Defender started. 

The idea is that a group of 
aliens are creeping down to the 
planet's surface to steal your live- 
stock. Your job, armed with an 


@ The more cautiously named Blaster, a game based on 
the original horizontal shoot-’em-up, Droprone. 


enormous ship capable of 
immense destruction, is to stop 
them... without damaging the 
cows. In a stroke of genius, the 


control system means that you can 
fly in any particular direction at 
incredible speeds, turning the 
whole ship and thrusting in the 
other direction to slow down. 
Firing means, well, firing, but & 
the directional and speed con- 
trol is the part that really 
clinches it -— Dropzone is an 
addictive winner. 


Whether you're in a twosome, 
or on your own, Tetris is still a 
deeply irritating game. It's irri- 
tating because although you 
probably have absolutely no 
interest in puzzle games, you 


Mytigt “Meg 
Tae 


maximum of ten minutes before 
coming to the opinion that they 
patently have no idea what they're 
doing, and will have to be shown. 

You then end up playing 
Tetris, despite the fact that you 
really have no interest in the game 
at all, while other people who also 
don’t want to play the game stand, 
mesmerised, watching you, think- 
ing that you're rubbish. That's 
Tetris. Everybody gets annoyed by 
it, but that’s the way it works. 

Developed by a 
Russian (had to be 
really, didn’t it?), the 
game has turned a 
poor student into a 
rich student, because 
millions of copies have 
been sold on all for- 
mats worldwide. 
Rumour has it that the 
author is now poor 
again, having blown 
his fortune on a loaf of 
bread and some jam. 

But whatever your 
tastes in games hap- 
pens to be, you're bound to enjoy 
our ST FORMAT arcade selection. 
You've been playing them in one 
diluted form or another for years, 
and now it's time to play the pure, 
original version... stf 
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DUST COVER FOR €0 COLUMN PRINTER ............5.99 AND LONG REACH ' WITH AUTOFIRE | LeEwrAyY DATE SIGNATURE (iISSUENO__i : 
GOOD RANGE OF RIBBONS AND INK CARTRIDGES IN STOCK CONNECTION CABLE. 59.99 | | 
PHONE 0279 600204 FOR OUR FREE 16-PAGE CATALOGUE LEADS ad SLIKSTIK JOYSTICK ! Cheques payable to: SPECIAL RESERVE at | 
- — cr J 7 > . 
All SURSsE & Wi P ; : 
MULTIPLUG EXTENSION | SUPER PRO ZIP STICK I or FAX a ees card order on 0279 (2002 I 
EKLIPSE MOUSE. 290 DPI PROTECTS AGAINST ovstic a4 I inevitab y SOS Fes ESORS Tidy hod pet ee avaeaie’ Please phone sales bo check availabilty I 
RESOLUTION AND LONG CORD =f | ordering, We reserve the + 


ELECTRICAL SURGES MICROSVITCHED 
24.99 7 

SCART LEAD - ATARI ST TO SONY TV .........9.99 ii. 

SCART LEAD- ATARI ST TOPHILIFS TY ......9.99 SWIFT TPe2dd | 

HF LEAD- TY TOCONSOLE OF COMPUTER ...2.95 . ra | JOYPAD. [= 


racommended once, PA 


10.99 
ALFA CRYSTAL 
TE heel BALL LIGHTS UP 
WHEN MOVED OF BUTTONS 
CLICKED 
25.99 


MOUSE MAT 
WITH SPONGE BACKING 
(shown - oofours may vary) 
4.99 
MOUSE MAT (JUNGLE SCENE) 
WITH SPONGE BACK AND 

| COLOUR FRINT (not shown) 6.99 


486DX2/66 4/0 TOWER BASE UNIT... .... ...679.99, 
+ MICROSOFT DOS 6.2 AND WINDOWS 3.11 ...89.99 
SVGA COLOUR MONITORS FROM. one ae 139.99 
KEYBOARDS - 102 KEY FROM bs een cas candee De 


TURBO FIRE 


RF SWITCH - AMIGA, ST OR CONSOLE AND AUTOFIRE 


SWITCH BETWEEN TV AERIAL AND COMPUTER 3.99 | wae 
JOYSTICK EXTENDER 

CABLE FOR AMIGA OR ST (3 METRES) .........7.99 | Sea Ranresies 
PORT EXTENSION ADAPTOR FOR AMIGAORST FI - M® | WITH TURBO FIRE 
(PACK OF TWO). EXTENDS JOYSTICK “ AND AUTO FIRE 

ANDO MOUSE PORTSBY21CMS _.................7.09 PL 13.99 

ROSOSHIFT INTERFACE FOR AMIGA OR ST | SCORPION PLUS JOYSTICK 
(PLUGS MOUSE & JOYSTICK INTO ARCADE STYLE WITH 
ONE PORT) ....c.-s-c0c aps 14.99 TURBO FIRE 
FOUR PLAYER JOYSTICK ADAPTOR ee: .:) 10.99 


CD ROM DRIVES FROM oun en cue on one non one IO999 
INTERNAL IDE HARD DRIVES FROM ... ... ... ...159.99 
4 MB RAM EXPANSION FOR PC ... ons aes ee ke 9.99 
SOUND CARDS FROM JUST uu. 20. sce wee cee one one SID 


MOUSE HOUSE 

PiHANDY PLAGE TO STOREYOUR MOUSE) ............4-99 
PORT EXTENSION ADAPTOR (TWO) - EXTENDS 
MOUSE AND JOYSTICK PORTS BY 21CM ............7.59 
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Subscribe to $ 
you receive a special disk com- 

plete with full instructions — not just Cover Disk, which makes it even more 
once but every single month. We exciting. To see what we mean, just 
include software on the Wonder Disk look at what’s included in this 

that we can’t cram on to the main month’s Wonder Disk selection 


Sco. MUNCH: last month’s FORMAT 

@ Gold winner, now available for 
subscribers only! Named after 
a Norwegian (our mistake last 
month see below may have 
started a war in Scandanavia). 
Car Registration — find out 
where your car came from, 
and when. 


JUST LOOK! THIS. 
SUBSCRIBERS GE; 


-¥ i 
we | 


8 Darts 7180 will shock you a bit. You see it’s a darts 
game, and it’s not that bad either. 


& WONDER DISK 65 
Ten wonderful programs grace 
this month’s disk. Subscribe, 


and you too can go around Vn 
waving your Wonder Disk at ‘are 
other ST owners! aes 
DARTS 180: this month’s sub- ae 
scriber-only game laughs at was 


= . * = fa 
those who think darts just isnt 8 Munch is named after a Norwegian painter, not a 
pos sible on acom puter. Swedish one as incorrectly stated last issue. 


HOTLINE: 012275 8J2YA51T 


RIBE SUBSCRIBE SUBSCRI 


Save upto£1i5 | 

Free subscribers’ Wonder Disk 
packed with briliant ST utilities 
and games EVERY MONTH! 

Free subscriber newsletter with 
disk instructions EVERY MONTH! 
Total price protection ~~. 
Free delivery 
Airmail delivery 
|Free ST FORMAT binder 
you pay by Direct Debit! 
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This vehicle was first registered 
between ist Aug 1998 and 3ist Jul 1991 


The county the vehicle was first 
registered in was 
Rontgoneryshire 

| hope you will find this information 

usefull ! 


= = Re eae ee 


Car Registration will restore your faith in 
programs that live up to their names. 
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J To subscribe quickly and easily, call our hotline number @ 01225 822511 
and have your credit card ready. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Please enrol me as a subscriber to ST FORMAT (for 12 issues) 
from the next available issue at the all-in price of: 


1 Expiry date: J OOO 


Please tick relevant box: 


_| £33 UK 
_| £60.95 Europe (airmail) 


| £30 UK Direct Debit 


—a 


| | £90.95 Rest of world 


PPAR TGS ccc oe eccat cas ocut bavacaroa Oda panes cae) dre eon wisTea econ Poop node oaaa bod ie oe haanan 


PU CHCUPSISS 2.5 cuncpdesuacaccesakcklvenyssiéecannythueehbtarsssvanscxasibaneaa® 


1 | Meee epee seereeeceen eee eeerece rerereen-reemee ort ME (0 does en ytrem titre errr 


Method of payment 


_| Direct Debit - go straight to the form below 


__| Cheque (payable to Future Publishing) 


Please make out your cheque for the amount ticked above 


_| Visa 


~] Access/Mastercard 


Credit card no: DU OOOOOO 


Date feces 


wereeeee IQMATUSE ..... 


TO ame a 


Please tick if you would prefer not to receive notice of any special offers or new products |_| 


Offer closes 13 Dec 1994 


STF/MAG/12/94 


Return the form to: (no stamp required) 


This coupon instructs your bank or building 
society to make payments direct from your 
account. Please complete then send to: STF 
Direct Debit Subscriptions, Future Publishing 
Ltd, FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset TA11 6BR 
(Banks and building societies may refuse to 
accept instructions to pay direct debits fram 
some types of accounts.} 


1. Please write the full address 
of your branch 
To: The Manager 


EET 


Bank/Building Society 
Address 


Postcode 


2 ape 
0763 
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Fill in this form and send it with the above order form. Direct Debit is 
only available to subscribers who have a UK based sterling bank 
account. Direct Debit payments are deducted annually in advance. 


2. Account number: 
Nonnnonn 
LL Eg LI LL eo 


3. Sort code: 
roe tc i ee | ee 
LIL | LJ | 


4, Account in the name of: 


Instructions to bank/ 

building society 

8 | instruct you to pay direct debits from my 
account at the request of Future Publishing Ltd. 

B The amounts are variable and may be debited 
on various dates. | understand that Future 
Publishing Ltd may change the amounts and dates 
only after giving me prior notice. 

| will inform you in writing if | wish to cancel this 
instruction. 

8 | understand that if any direct debit is paid which 
breaks the terms of this instruction, you will make 
a refund. 


Signed 
Date _ —_ 
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Using icons 
| have noticed in the fea- 
tures about icons you say 
= that TOS 2 icons can only 
be used on STs with TOS 2.06 
installed. | have been using TOS 2 
icons on my STFM with TOS 1.4 for 
some time using Teradesk, the PD 
replacement desktop. 
Colin Thurlow, Canal Side, 
Scotland 


Yes, you can use Teradesk to 
™ display TOS 2 icons, Use 
Icon Juggler to sort out a set of icons 
and save the file with the name 
ICONS.RSC to your Teradesk installa- 
tion disk. Teradesk can now use all 
the icons in the same way as TOS 
2.06 does. 


Upgrade misconceptions 

a What is the best upgrade 
for my 1040STE?! want to 
upgrade it to 4MBytes so 
that | can use Xenomorf 2 but | only 
have £100 to spend. When | have 
4MBytes will | be able to play 
Falcon030 games? 
Scott Booth, Co Tyrone, NI 


A All you have to do to 
™ upgrade your 1040STE is 


remove the four 256K SIMM memory 
boards that are inside, and replace 


ST ANSWERS 


Clive Parker unplugs himself from FutureNet 
and takes a look at this pile of ST Answers. 


them with four IMByte memory 
boards. You can get 30-pin, 100ns 
(nanosecond), TMByte SIMMs from 
almost any computer retailer for 
about £25. If you don’t have a local 
computer shop then contact Marpet 
Developments on @ 01423 712600, 
they can supply you with the SIMMs 
you need, 

Upgrading your STE to 4MBytes 
enables you to use Xenomorf 2 to its full 
extent apart from the image display — 
your STE is still restricted to displaying 
16 colours at most on screen. 


Upgrading the memory doesn't 
increase the STE’s imaging capabilities, 
although you can still use Xenomorf 2 
to create 24-bit images — you just can't 
display them on a standard STE. 

You can view images with more 
than 16 colours using Photochrome 4, 
an excellent PD image viewer and con- 
verter available from all good PD 
libraries — see page 46. 

Adding extra RAM to your STE 
doesn’t turn it into a Falcon030. The 
Falcon is a completely different com- 
puter to the ST, although it is 


compatible with some ST software. 
While you can run ST software on the 
Falcon030, you can’t run Falcon soft- 
ware on the ST — there are just too many 
hardware differences. Take a look back 
at ST FORMAT $3 for full details of the 
Falcon’s capabilities (and if you missed 
it turn to page 85). 


Filemaster FD wanted! 

| am looking for a MIDI 
editing program called 
Filemaster FD, designed to 
edit files for many different 
sequencers. Until recently it was dis- 
tributed by Four Minute Warning in 
West Yorkshire but it is no longer 
available. Do you have any idea 
where | can get it from? 

Daniel Affleck, Margate 


If anyone has a copy of File- 

. master FD by Mississippi 

Software they wish to sell then please 

contact Daniel at: 4 Godwin Bunga- 

lows, Godwin Road, Cliftonville, Mar- 

gate, Kent CT9 2HQ. Or you can call 
him on @ 01843 232282. 


Which printer? 

| have just purchased an 

STFM and upgraded it to 
. SMByte of RAM. | now 

want to buy a printer but | don't 


know which one is suitable. Which 
printers are likely to be compatible 
with my STFM? 
)) Baker, Ripley, Derbyshire 

A In a nutshell, any Epson 

™ compatible printer should 

work with an STFM. When you buy a 
printer — dot matrix or inkjet — take a 
look in the manual for details on how 
to set it to Epson mode. Most of the 
time you can just select Epson printer 
drivers from your software if your spe- 
cific model isn’t actually listed in the 
Printer menu. 

When selecting software, ensure 
that it has a good selection of printer 
drivers - Protext has hundreds of the 
things — and avoid older programs like 
Ist Word Plus which only have limited 
printer support. 


If you want a dot matrix printer, 9-pin 
or 24-pin, then you won't go far wrong 
if you select a Citizen, Panasonic or Star 
printer. If you want an inkjet/bubblejet 
then choose a Star or Canon model. All 
these printers are totally compatible 
with the STFM. 


Spectrum 512 


2 Back in September 1992 


you gave away the 

Spectrum 312 program on 
your Cover Disk. Is it still possible to 
get the manual? 


Eric Lathewell, Northampton 


The manual was available 

= for £15 from GST Software 

- give them a call on @ 01753 
549442 to see if they still have any 


ST ANSWERS HELP !&% 


copies. If you still have that back issue 
of ST FORMAT then take a look at the 
details on the special offer form. 


Bookworm 

» | am looking for the MIDI 
a and Sound Book for ST, 
apparently it is no longer 
in print. If any ST FORMAT reader has 
a copy they don’t want could they 
sell it to me? 
Mr L Russell, Ramsgate 


Blimey, someone else wants 
“™ something from one of our 
readers — and he’s from Kent too! 
Okay, if anyone has a copy of the 
MIDI and Sound Book for ST for sale, 
write to Mr Russell at: 1 Drybeck 
Avenue, Nethercourt Estate, Rams- 
gate, Kent CTTT ON4A. 

You should really send this type 
of query to the new ST FORMAT Reader 
Ads page — turn to page 82 for details. 
Don't forget that ST FORMAT reader 
ads are completely free. Gratis. They 
cost you nothing except the price of the 
stamp. And the envelope. 


Corrupted disk 


Last month | used the new 
oo J Menu program on your 
; 1 Cover Disk to unpack the 


software included. My problem is 
that | have ended up with a disk with 
half a game and a corrupted Cover 
Disk, and | didn’t make a backup of 
the disk. 

Steve Lewis, Milton Damerel, 
Devon 


Always, always, ALWAYS 

= make a backup copy of your 
Cover Disk before you run any of the 
software on it, and that includes the 
Menu program. Make sure that the 


41Cririer 


first thing you do when you take the 
ST FORMAT Cover Disk out of its little 
baggie is to write-protect it by moving 
the little tab so that you can see 
through the hole. 

You didn’t say which disk you 
corrupted in your letter Steve. If you 
write to the Disk editor Nick Peers 
enclosing the disk he'll send you a 
replacement disk. 
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Old, old printer 


gee After having no problems 
using my Amstrad DMP 
= 2000 printer to print text, 


| find that | am now having problems 
generating graphics output. All the 
instructions in the manual have 
examples in Amstrad Basic, BBC Basic 
and Commodore 64 Basic. |s there any 
way | can adapt these programs to 
print graphics using my ST? 

Keith Whitnall, Oldham, Lancs 


A Your main problem is that 
s—S you have an old, old 
printer. The Amstrad DMP 2000 was 
specifically designed for use with the 


old 8-bit Amstrad computers about 
ten years ago. While the control codes 


used by the printer are just about })) A 


SF LPG 


good enough for printing text, there is 
no way that you can print out in 
Epson-style graphic mode because the 
facility just doesn’t exist within your 
particular printer. 

You need a modern Epson- 
compatible printer. | know you said in 
your letter that you don’t want to buy a 
new printer but you really have no 
choice if you want to print graphics. 
You can get a new printer for around 
£100 — just take a look at the ads in this 
issue of ST FORMAT. 


Upgrading idea 

| have a 520STFM and I've 
been thinking of upgrad- 
ing to an STE, and | also 
want to get the DeskTopper. Would 
it be possible to make an STE from 
just an STE motherboard, some parts 
from my old STFM, some SIMMs and 
the DeskTopper? 

Duncan Holbrook, Ludlow, 


Shropshire 
A It’s certainly an interesting 
idea, Duncan. After long 
and considered thought I've come to 
he conclusion that it is possible — but 
with a few qualifications. 

You can certainly use the power 
supply and the internal disk drive from 
your STFM if it’s double-sided — if it’s 
single-sided then you need to buy anew 
drive. You can use the base of the STFM 
to mount an STE motherboard because 
the fixing points are the same, 


Tony Wagstaff shows you 
exactly how to use and abuse 
dialog boxes in this month's 
breathtaking instalment of 
Assembly Pointers. 


Dialog Text 

Could you please explain how | can 
read the text entered in a dialog box 
after it has been displayed. Also, can | 
set it to some default text before dis- 
playing it? 

) Worth, Brighton 


stf- The text is displayed and edited ina 
G FTEXT or G_ FBOXTEXT object in your 
dialog, as created with a resource con- 
struction kit. To see how you can read and 
change this text, you need to understand 
something of how each object of a dia 

log’s object tree, or indeed any object tree, 
is stored in memory, once the RSC file has 
been loaded with rsrc_load. Each object, 
be it a button, a box, or the editable text 
strings you're concerned with, is repre- 
sented by a basic 24-byte structure. You 
can use the rs instruction to obtain infor 

mation from this structure:- 


Fsresect 
ob next res. 
ob _ head : 
»y tail 
ob type 
flags 


although you'll have to cut out new 
holes for the analog ports, the Sound 
Out phone ports and some of the other 
ports that have changed position 
slightly. You may be better off buying a 
new STE base. Most of the major suppii- 
ers that advertise in ST FORMAT can 
provide the parts you need. 

Bear in mind that by the time you 
have bought an STE motherboard, 
double-sided drive, SIMMs and an STE 
base you could have bought a second- 
hand — or even new-— STE. 


Geneva conventions 


rs In issue 55 you said of 
Re that “newer pro- 
be SBgrams designed to be 


MultiTOS-compatible run faultlessly 
with Geneva as long as they don't 
rely on the Falcon’s hardware”. Does 
this mean that any software for my 
Falcon that uses the DSP, the DMA 
and the Codec chip won't work if | 
run it under Geneva? 


Petit Joseph, Namur, Belgium 
A No, all of the Falcon’s hard- 
= ware works perfectly when 
running under Geneva. | think you 
have misunderstood what | was say- 
ing in the Geneva review. | reviewed 
Geneva on the Atari STE, not on the 
Falcon030 and the line you quoted 
refers to the the STE, not the Falcon. 
Perhaps it would have been clearer if 


I'd said “newer programs designed to 
be MultiTOS-compatible will run 


state re.w 1 
spec rse.l1 1 
x rs.wil 
b y re.w il 
width rs.w 1 
height rs.w 1 
ob size re.w 0 


The particular field you're interested in is 
the ob spec, or object-specific field. As its 
title suggests, this contains different infor- 
mation for different types of object. 

For the two editable text objects, it 
holds the address of yet another structure, 
the tedinfo structure. 


rereset 

te ptext rs.l1i1 
ul 
1 


te ptmplt rs. 
te pvalid rs. 


te fontid rs. 1 


j 
1 
te tont rs.w 1 
AT 
l 


te just rs.w 

te color rs.w 1 

te fontsize rs.w 1 
te thickness rs.w i 
te txtlen rs 


_w l 
te tmplen rse.w il 


if you create a dialog called DialogLabel, 
and aG_FIEXT or G FBOXTEXT labelled 
Editfield, (most kits will produce an 
include file for you, which has the labels’ 
values) then you should be able to obtain 
the address of the dialog's object tree with 
the following call: 


faultlessly on the STE with Geneva as 
long as they don’t rely on the Falcon’s 
hardware.” Sorry for any confusion | 
may have caused. 


The bigger, the better 


a | have a Falcon030 that | 
EB bought for music 
2295) and direct-to-disk record- 


ing. | am thinking of getting a hard 
drive — do you recommend an inter- 
nal or external drive? What size 
should | get, and where can | get 
hold of it from? 
Anthony Love, Cleveland 

lf you are thinking of get- 


y_\ ting a hard drive for direct- 
to-disk recording with your Falcon 
then you should get an external unit. 
In this way you can retain the internal 
hard drive for your software and use 
the external drive for storing your 
actual direct-to-disk recordings. Also, 
external SCSI hard drives are much 
faster than the internal IDE (intelli- 
gent drive electronics) drive and more 
suited to direct-to-disk recording 
where you need the fastest access 
times possible. 

When it comes to storage capac- 
ity, you must remember that 
direct-to-disk recording takes up a 
huge amount of storage space. If you 
are recording at 44.1KHz in stereo then 
you're talking about 10MBytes of stor- 
age for each minute of direct-to-disk 
recording. That means that a 50 


include gemmacro.i 
rsrc_gaddr #0,#DialogLabel 
Now we calculate how far down 
the tree the edit object is. 
move.l addr _out,a0 

moveq #Editfield,d0 

mulu #ob size,d0 

lea 0(a3,da0),a0 


AO contains the address of the Editfield 
object structure. You can replace it with 
ob_spec, which is the pointer to its tedinfo 
structure: 


move.l ob_spec(a0),a0 


The fields of this structure that you can 
now concern yourself with are te_ptext 
which contains the address of the text to 
be displayed, and te_txtlen, its maximum 
fength. You don't want to overwrite this. 


lea editstring,al 

move.w te_txtlen(a0),d2 
subg.w #2,d2 

move.1 (a0),a0 *gqrab te_ptext 
next char move.b ({al)+,d0 
beq.s copied 

move.b dO, (a0)+ 

dbeg d2,next_char 

copied clr.b (a0) 


The string has been copied into the 
resource, and you're now ready to draw 
the dialog in the normal way. Reading the 
dialog entered by the user is simply a mat- 


minute CD takes up SOOMBytes of hard 
disk space, so there’s not much point in 
getting a SOMByte or even a TOOMByte 
drive. Your minimum target should be 
at least a half gigabyte drive — that’s a 
massive 572MBytes. 

If you want a good, reliable exter- 
nal hard drive for direct-to-disk 
recording, contact System Solutions on 
@ 01753 832212. Their MiniS range of 
external SCSI hard drives are fast, small 
in size, quiet and totally reliable — and 
System Solutions offer just about the 
best customer back-up services you can 


ter of copying in the opposite direction. 


Window Text 

1 am learning to use GEM, and have 
been following your tutorials. How do! 
write to and read from windows? 
Stephen Davies, Victoria, 
Australia 


stf- Use v_gtext to write text to a win- 
dow. For the top line of text, you can 
calculate the x and y co-ordinates from 
the work area of the window obtained via 
wind_get. The speed of your redraws can 
be improved by aligning the x co-ordinate 
on a byte boundary — that is, it should be 
divisible exactly by eight. 

Call vst_alignment with intin+0 set 
to #0 and intin+2 set to #5 so that the 
coordinates refer to the top left of the text. 
You are now almost ready to call v_gtext, 
but not before you walk the rectangle list, 
as we showed you in issue 4/. 

Once you've set vs_clip using the rec- 
tangle list, you can call v_gtext with the 
calculated coordinates, and only that 
part of the text which falls inside the clip 
area will be drawn. 

For subsequent lines of text, use the 
height of the font, which can be found by 
using vqt_fontinfo, to calculate the y co- | 
ordinates. 

You can’t read from a window as 
such, the way to check for text entered by 
the user is with the evnt_multi call. 


Andy Curtis steps out to the 
beat and gets his body in 
perfect shape for some more 
musical questions and 
onswers. 


Aerobics 

| teach several classes of fitness freaks 
and dance students doing advanced 
aerobics and general fitness exercises 
to music, or more specifically to a beat. 
The problem is that the music usually 
runs out before we're done and we 
require music in a wide variety of beats 
and tempos. If we repeat the music 
track there is always a ‘clunk’ and a gap 
while we try to join them together. It 
strikes me that our redundant ST could 
be put to good use to create 
music/rhythm tracks to dance to and 
the repeats could be made to go on as 
long as we need. Suggestions for a way 
to do this would be appreciated. 
Adrian Naire, London 


stf: Your ST could well be the tool for 
the job you have, Adrian. There are a cou- 
ple of different ways of approaching this, 
however. The first way involves no extra 
hardware at all, just aloud monitor or TV. 

Get hold of a package like Pro- 
Tracker STE from your local PD library or 


find. My advice is to call System 
Solutions to order your hard drive, tell 
them you want it for direct-to-disk 
recording and tell them that | sent you. 

System Solutions also supply a 
great range of professional music and 
MIDI software, including Cubase Audio 
which is designed specifically for the 
Falcon030 and direct-to-disk recording 
— bear it in mind. 


Spread ‘em 

| am looking for a good 

) spreadsheet program - 
Mone that has good 

graphic abilities. | need to be able to 

export an IMG file into Calamus and | 

need to be able to print out a 
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BBS and you will be able to program real 
drum samples to fit the rhythms and tem- 
pos you need. Save each variation as a 
separate MOD file and simply load them 
in as you need them. They can easily be set 
to cycle continuously. 

The other way to approach this chal 
lenge with ultimate sound quality is to 
buy a drum machine and get hold of some 
sequencer software — such as Sequencer 
One from Cover Disk 30. 


Tools of the trade 

| use Cubase version 2 and the Yamaha 
MT3X four-track cassette recorder. | 
have been trying, with little success, to 
get the tape synchronisation facility to 
work. The manuals for both are unclear 
which sockets on the computer to use 
to get the audio signal from. | have 
tried the phono sockets on the back of 
my ST but | seem to only get the 
metronome through these. Please can 
you put me on the right track? 


Les Fields, Burnley 


stf: We sure can, Les. You are missing 
one important link in the synchronisation 
chain, the sync box itself. These vary in 
price from £100 upwards. The sync box 
connects toa MIDI output from your MIDI 
thru box or patchbay and you then need 


spreadsheet using my BJ10 bubble- 
jet. | mainly use Gemcalc and Sheet 
2.0 at the moment. 

Lee Hopkins, Reading, Berks 


A There's couple of options 
= you can try. You can't save 
a spreadsheet document as an IMG 
file in any of the spreadsheets we 
know of. However, you could get 
Imagecopy Colour 3 from the FaST 
Club (= 0115 945 5250) for £19.99 
and take grabs of the screens gener- 
ated by your current software, you 
could then import the grabs into 
Calamus for printing. The problem 
arises when a spreadsheet document 
is larger than the screen, you can't 
grab it all. 
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to create an audio link between the sync 
box and your tape machine. 

What they do is to convert digital 
MIDI signals into sound that can be 
recorded on your MT3X. On playback it 
will convert the sound back into digital 
MIDI signals which your sequencer will 
lock on to. The best thing ts to have a chat 
with the people at your local music store 
and let them know you're using an ST 
with Cubase version 2. They can advise 
you what to buy. 


Cubase magic? 

Every time | run Cubase under the new 
MagiC operating system | get a line of 
text saying: “Memory block destroyed 
by user program,” or something like 
that. The system tries to recover but 
my computer always ends up crashing. 
luse a Mega STE with 4MBytes of RAM 
and an Atari mono monitor. There are 
no Desk Accessories loaded when this 
happens. Is there a problem with 
MagiC, or am | perhaps doing some- 
thing wrong? 

Chris Tate, Newcastle 


stf- Unfortunately, at the moment, 
Cubase has a shortcoming that makes it 
unable to work with MagiC. A little bird 
told us that Steinberg are aware of this 


Alternatively, you can get K-Spread 4 - 
an excellent spreadsheet with Epson 
compatibility. Change your printer to 
Epson mode then use the normal print 
options. You can get K-Spread 4 from 
the First Computer Centre for £74.99. 
HiSoft AVR— who now own the rights to 
all Kuma software — are working on an 
update to version five, give them a call 
on = 01525 718181 for details. 

Finally, you could get AtariWorks 
with SpeedoGDOS. AtariWorks is a 
combined document processor, spread- 
sheet and database that prints using 
SpeedoGDOS fonts and printer drivers, 
including Canon B/10 drivers. It costs 
£129 from HiSoft AVR, including 
SpeedoGDOS. Remember that to get 
the best results from AtariWorks and 
SpeedoGDOS you need at least 
2MBytes of memory, a high resolution 
monitor and a hard drive. 


Crashing formatters 

ead Falcon030 crashes 
oe whenever | try to use a 
disk formatting program 
like Bitzcopy, although the Desktop 
formatting routine works fine. When 
any of my replacement formatters 
try to write to disk the Falcon crashes 
with two bombs. Is there a fault with 
my Falcon? 

Rowan Moys, Weston-Super- 
Mare, Avon 


A There’s nothing wrong with 
your Falcon030. The prob- 
lems lies with the copying and format- 
ting programs you are trying to use. 


and have approached the authors of 
MagiC with a view to sorting the prob- 
lems out. However, we can make no 
guarantees as to the time scale and it 
might well be sometime next year before 
anything is released. Watch this space, 
we'll keep you updated. 


Velocity insensitive 

| have a Yamaha Portasound keyboard 
with a MIDI socket on the back, but 
however hard | hit the keys it doesn’t 
seem to go any louder. If | use MIDI 
through it, will the loudness change, 
like a piano, according how hard | hit 
the keys? 

A Trench, Bolsover 


stf- |f your keyboard doesn't respond to 
changes in velocity when played on its 
own then when used as a MIDI output 
device it will still only output a single 
velocity. However, if you can use an exter- 
nal, touch-sensitive keyboard to fire the 
sounds in your Portasound via MIDI, you 
may well discover that they respond to the 
note velocity messages. 

See if you can borrow a keyboard 
from someone to try this. To be honest, if 
you are serious about MIDI it would be 
well worth getting hold of a touch-sensi- 
tive keyboard yourself. 


They’re just not Falcon-compatible. 
Remember that you can format high 
density (HD) disks to 1.44MBytes from 
the Falcon’s Desktop — do you really 
need more disk capacity than that? 

If you do, then the latest version 
of Fastcopy Professional has been 
upgraded to work with the Falcon030. 
You can use it to make extended format 
disks with storage capacities of up to 
1.7MBytes. We recommend that you 
never format a high density disk to any 
more than 80 tracks and 20 sectors, to 
ensure that there is no data loss. You 
can get Fastcopy Professional from the 
FaST Club- give themaringon 70115 
945 5250 for current prices and a copy 
of their catalogue. 


Holocaust bombs 


| read with interest the 
3 in ST FORMAT issue 
=) 59 about Holocaust from 


Cover Disk 57 bombing on TOS 2.06. 
Is this the same as Rainbow TOS? The 
reason | ask is because | have 
Rainbow TOS in my ST and Holocaust 
bombs on loading. 

Finally, does Captain Blunder 
keep the stamps from SAEs sent to 
him with problems? | ask this 
because | have written to him twice 
with SAEs enclosed and he hasn't 
bothered to reply. 

Douglas Baird, Carnock, 
Dunfirmline 


Send your Cover Dsk to: 
ST FORMAT, April Disk © 
Returns, PO Box 21, Daventry, NN1 I x 


SBU -— and they will send you a 
replacement disk. lf you have prob- 
lems with your new copy then call our 
helpline on Wednesdays between 2pm 
and 6pm on @ 01225 442244. 
Unfortunately we are unable to 
answer postal queries by letter, even if 
an SAE is enclosed. We get so much mail 
every month that we would never be 
able to write the mag if we answered 
every letter we received. It may sound 
harsh, but there just isn’t the time. 


PhotoCD 

pea | need to be able to read 
os PhotoCD images, retouch 
= them and then save them 
in a format! can import into Calamus 
SL. | have all the hardware | need for 
my Falcon030, including a CD-ROM 
drive — | just need the correct soft- 
ware now. 

Andrew Lee, Basingstoke, Hants 


A There are a couple of good 
programs that can read 


PhotoCD images from CD-ROMs. First 
is Studio Photo from COMPO Soft- 
ware, Which has almost all the func- 
tions you'll ever need for retouching 
PhotoCD images and can save in 
loads of image formats suitable for 


§ GFA TOOLBOX 
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Calamus SL, including TIFF and GIF 
formats. It costs £79, you can contact 
COMPO on ® 01487 773582. 

The other program you could try 
is GEM-View 3, a shareware image 
viewer and converter that is fully 
PhotoCD compatible. In fact, GEM- 
View 3 is probably the best image 
conversion software available for 
the ST and Falcon030 and is 
updated almost monthly. You 
can get GEM-View 3 from any 
good PD library or download it 
from CompuServe, CIX or from 
most BBSs. It does have a 30-day 
usage limit that disables some of 
the Save functions unless it is reg- 
istered, Registration costs £18, 
full details are contained in the 
document files supplied with the 
GEM-View disk. 


Jaguar wanted 


pea, | want to buy a 
Jaguar, but | don't 
SSS know where to get 


one from! Also, could you 
improve the Jaguar coverage in 
ST FORMAT? No other maga- 
zine covers Jaquar software. 


Priore core 
i OT code I 


_ You can get Atari Jaguars 

= from several places. You can 
order a Jaguar from Silica Systems for 
£229 including Cybermorph by call- 
ing * 0181 309 1117 and using a 
credit card. Silica Systems also have 
stores around the country in Deben- 
hams — your nearest stores are in 


Lloyd Hannis, Walsgrave, 
Coventry 


Manchester or Sheffield if you want to 
call in. If you want Jaguar coverage 
then take a look at our sister maga- 
zines: Edge, GamesMaster or the new 
Ultimate Future Games. All new 
Jaguar games are reviewed in detail 
with plenty of screenshots for you to 
drool over. We're here to serve... stf 
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Standards 


Last month's STF carried a round-up of the products that, over the years, had been 
awarded the accolade of an ST Format Gold. We were delighted to see that 22 of 
our titles achieved this high status, and 16 of them are still current products! Who 
else can give you the professionalism, the attention to detail and, above all, the 
committment to the ST/Falcon market than the company that sets the standards... 
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Now for the best bit ... order any of our Gold titles and receive a free golden gift according to 
your order value; spend over £30 and receive a 1lb box of Terry's All Gold chocolates, spend 
over £60 for a gold-plated carnage clock (worth over £15) and order over £120 of goods for a 
Lorus gold-plated bracelet watch (value at least £35). Order before 30 November 1994 and we 
will engrave the last two gifts with up to 10 letters of your choice - a truly golden opportunity! 


Lattice € 5.6 £169 SpeedoGDOS 4 £39.95 : 

HiSoft Devpac 3.10 £79.95 Harlekin 3 £59.95 Telephone 
HiSoft BASIC 2.10 £99.95  XBoot3 34. your credit 
Papyrus Gold £129.95 VideoMasterSTRGB £99.95 card oderon 
Diamond Back 2 £29.95  VideoMaster Falcon RGB £ 01525 718181 
Diamond Back 3 £49.95 Replay 16 

Diamond Edge £49.95 Quartet 

Modern Atari Sys S/W £19.95 The Atari Compendium 

Please add £3 P&P in the UK (£6 for next Limit of one gift per order. All offers subject 


__ day delivery). All prices include UK VAT. f to availability. © HiSoft 1994. 


Product 


Fc rN Up to 10 letters 
er “Or ri m for engraving: 


| BEA be the. Gannon Fodder — 


) This new babi i is pitied with Fructis 
evinformation on how tosurvive and conquer, 
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THE OFFICIAL PLAYING GUIDE ORDER FORM 


| want want to beat this blood thirsty game. Please send me this excellent NEW Cannon Fodder Playing Guide right 

YES! away for only £9.95 inclusive of postage and packing. Order Number FLB5254 
Total amount due: £ Customers outside UK please add £4.00 for overseas delivery 

Name: = . Your subscriber No: Q 


Address: 
Post Code: 


[| |Visa L] Access. __| Cheque (payable to Future Pubkshing Ltd) 


Card No: | | | | | | To Let ft Yt tt expiry, oe | |_| 
_| Tick if you do not want to receive offers from other companies. 
| Return coupon to the following address (no stamp required): 
CANNON FODDER OFFER, Future Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST BS4900, Somerton, Somerset, England, TAI! 6BR. | 


ART16: einen of picture converters 1-5 Disks, £1.25 each; 6+ Di sks, £1.00 each | GAM 63:  Starball: the PD game of the 


, a truly superb pinball si 
ART 24: Ani-ST, the once commercial SPECIAL OPENING OFFER wigs Revenue oh icant 


package plus Blastram, an "Camels - great disk! 
ANY 12 DISKS £10 MUS 67: Protracker ST v2 & Protracker 


__ animator and CAD 3-D demo. 
ADV 11: STOS Adventure Creator (SAC), This is an example of what you might choose for the 12 disks for a £10 STE v2 complete with modules. 


make your own text adventures. 


No programming knowledge package - remember postage is included for a limited period only. ODDS 3: ae pps Senet | 
ABV See ee ART 44: Over 60 screens of clip artin EDU 8: From Picts to Parliament: A [eee ent vat will hive 


IMG format complete with potted history of England. 


Darkness is Forever, Invasion and n. 

Grampa Howard Mysteries. | MUS 8: Seat. 40 interrupt tunes to ee, Te DATABASES: Book ODDS 4/3/6/'7: C.I.A. World Factbook, 
BOOK 6: William Shakespeare plays: "play while you work Database, Atari Cash everything about everything. 

Henry V, Henry IV (part 1&2) ODDS 14: STARTREK: one for the Register, Cinema File | This is a 4 disk set. 

Henry VI (part 1) and Macbeth- | " Trekkies, lots of interviews, Manager, Class, Record | ODDS 35: Puzzlers Delight, make your 
ee aicenyc sate) Syl DUs: | Sircnida-slclaihan. Base own puzzles or solve those you 


: , tuck with. 5 ims & 2 
covering every aspect from | ODDS 29: ASSISTANT CHEF: super UTL 27:  Bootblock, Pack lee, Hard Up, are stuck wi programs 


xed program with over 120 Cheetah and lots more. accessories. 
BUS 22: Home Acsoune Pool RO TRL ER nee BIS WIESE) Cine Cremetes Sune a es ae das are 
| Checkbook. 3 useful little ; VIE spreadsheet, plus a host of | 7 eat a 
rograms. cheer ay stories about the eebmeatiiae: UTL 19: pea rae peers ach 
BUS 8: Compact Office Management GAM 37: COMBAT: Excellent game - ae eaiied fod rela 


eh Bere ADV 20: TEXT ADVENTURES: Crowleys 
Frogram. race focioria eee House, Dark Pearl, Sacribreck. 


CATALOGUE 


Please send two 25p stamps for disk 
catalogue complete with free 


the ultimate war shoot em up 


killers. 


Devtomb, Dethstar. (GFA run GAM 31: Colour Clash, Entombed, 
prog needed for last 2). Dungeonz, Maze, Solitaire. 


ST HANDBOOK £2.50 


GAM 15: Alien Blockade, Spot It - excellent stuff!, Sim Pig another good game by Brilliant new mag dedicated to PD 


at | Animalsolt. and Shareware. Articles, reviews, 
P.D. software. GAM 26: Star Trek - the Klingon War: well drawn with good game play. sak clus ainaat eeuar dick. 
Pac ie | (GAM 25: Entombed, Kloxiris Llamatron (WOW!]), Mr Sice, Paxaier pea 2, Pong Info plus gr over dis 

| EDUT3: Franglais: excellent French and ST Battle. 


GAM 35 & 35A: Pyscho Pig 2, a two disk set to make an awesome game. UTL22: Your 2nd Atari Manual - 


—_— = essential reading, plus Tempus 
NEW BLANK DISKS OFFER 


anguage learnin program. 

| EDU14: “Russia in the 1900 s: Full of info 
about Russia, great revision aid. 
EDU 20: Atlas: super intormative program 


Doe Editor, League Tables and 
others. 


ix pea ee poke es live iS 10 DSDD - £4.00 20 DSDD - £7.00 UTL 25: Meese: of ae some 
7: , Berkwood, Blaster, Boing, , =e . usetul - some just fun. 
Duc Roders: Panic a eae 50 Ds DD 15.00 Limited Supplies UTL 45: Sagrotan VATA [English docs) 


Wormwar. Not a bad value disk. Sagrotan v4.17 (German docs). 
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‘i eae a Airmail — Europe add 43 postage (£12.99 total); Rest OF The World add £5 (£14.99 total). 
EASY TEXT PLUS 


Desktop Publishing package (version 1.4a). 
For any ST or STe, 520 or 1040. Runs in mono and colour — a complete package, nothing more to buy. 
Outstanding output to: 
« Any Epson-compatible 9-pin dot matrix printer, including most modern printers. | « Any Epson-compatible 24-pin dot matrix printer. 
« Canon BJ10e/BJ10ex. « DeskJets and Lasers. 
For any printing above 300dpi, 1Mb of memory is recommended. Please state printer when ordering. 


Text: Graphics: 

¢ Left, right, centred or justified. * Import Degas clipart, crop as required and place on page. 

¢ Bold, underline, light, normal, italic, outlined or any combinations.  * 35 different fills, 3 line endings, square/rounded boxes. 

¢ Word wrap in frames — columns easily created. Comes complete with 88-page illustrated manual. 

« Import and edit text Now only £9.99 inc. p&p in the UK 

. Up to 48 pt Nts high. Five typefaces provided. Airmail — Europe add £1 postage (£10.99 total): 
Rest Of The World add £2 (411.99 total) 


ZzSott, 114 Sparth Road, Clayton Le Moors, Accrington, —_ @aom a 
Lancs BB5 5QD Tel: 0254 386192 ees Sex) fosccod <a) E 
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Team’‘s a soccer game that’s 
only going to run on the STE 
and Falcon. Nick Peers and 
Simon Forrester ask the 
obvious question: why? 


TEAM 
WRITTEN BY: 


PUBLISHED BY: 
PRICE: 
MACHINES: 


DUE: 


eam looks set to follow 
HERO in firmly establish- 
ing IDS as a powerful new 


player in the ST games market. It 
looks like being the game that 
Goal! should have been, but has 
been designed and coded by 
Impact Software who consist of 
three people: Ralph Lovesy who 
did the coding, his brother Greg 
who composed the music and 
Jocelyn Daue-Vienne who created 
the graphics. 


AMME 


SSS 


Soccer have dominated the scene 
for so long? Ralph: “| thought the 
STE needed a football game 
because the others are so below 
par, considering the machine's 
capabilities. | was a fanatical Sensi- 
ble Soccer and Kick Off supporter, 
but | feel Kick Off fans in particular 
have been putting up with some 
annoying glitches: the fact that 
players can disappear, flicking 
green rasters and goals that are 
only partially drawn, with the goal- 
keeper walking on the crossbar. On 
the other hand, while Sensible 
Software did a more professional 
job, | have less respect for them, 
because Sensible Soccer was in no 
way innovative.” 

Team is STE-specific, and 
when you consider the use it man- 
ages to make 


Having stolen of hardware 
an illegally fast com- “Mick Off fans put scrolling, the 
pany car, Nick and - ea blitter, over- 
Simon, accompanied UP TED SANS YN scan and 
by Steven Raynes glitches... Sensible other — STE- 
(ex-Aquila PD), Soccer was in no only features, 
escaped into the it's not hard 


country for, er, some 
serious investigative 
journalistic purposes. 
Finding themselves 
in Syresham in Northamptonshire, 
they discovered Ralph and his 
brother. Sniffing an interview, the 
three decided to team up and inter- 
rogate the two, and immediately 
got straight to the point: 


That question 
Why program another football 
game when Kick Off and Sensible 


How did Ralph Lovesy and com- 
pany get to the point where they 
are completing a new commer- 
cial release for the ST? Ralph's 
background in assembler is less 
than a year old, although he used 


STOS extensively before then. 
He learnt itt while programming 
the celebrated shareware release 
Snacman, Impact Software's 
first foray into the ST market, 
which even featured on a past 
ST FORMAT Cover Disk (back in 
issue 60 fact fans - see page 85 
if you missed it). What did Ralph 
make of the shareware scene? 


63 FORMAT ISSUE 65 


way innovative” 
Raiph Lovesy 
[ee | 


to see why. 
Ralph wants 
the game to 
be an accu- 
rate simulation in which the ball 
obeys physics, unlike Sensible Soc- 
cer “where the ball is like a blanc- 
mange when it falls”. Thanks to 
overscan mode, which expands the 
available screen by 40 per cent, the 
players can be larger and more 
detailed than they are in Sensible 
Soccer, without reducing the size 
of the pitch seen on screen. Ralph 


“I'm still sceptical about it as a 
means of distribution, although 
Snacman did a lot better than | 
thought. There was no real 
incentive -— just £2 to register - 
and | got replies from as far as 
Chile. In the shareware circuit 
you can only really measure your 
worth by response, otherwise for 
all you know thousands of peo- 
ple might be playing your game. 
It’s hard to tell. And of course 
getting it on the Cover Disk 
helped a lot. Guaging a commer- 
cial game's success is much 
more straightforward.” 


even manages to get 32 colours on 
screen at once from the STEs 
enhanced palette of 4,096, while 
the whole thing runs at 50 frames a 


second making the game run 
smooth and fast. “It was really 
hard to do —- It took me a month 
just to get the entire screen thing 
working properly.” 


Wot no STFM? 

There are good reasons why Team 
won't be appearing on all STs. 
“Even on the STE the game is 
always close to the limit, and that's 
with the blitter and hardware 
scrolling. To do it on the STFM 
you'd have to do all the sprites 
using software routines, and copy 
the entire screen every time, which 
is why there haven't been any foot- 
ball games so far with a proper 


8 Snacman on the STE featured 
enhanced graphics and sound, but 
ran on the STFM too. 


Team 


a 
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pitch. Although it is theoretically 
possible to do a form of hardware 
scrolling on the STFM, it takes up 
an awful lot of processor time and 
just isn't practical.” 

But aren't there any more 
positive reasons for making games 
STE-only? Ralph thinks so. “As far 
as games go, the STFM has been 
pushed as far as it can. So much 
more is possible with the STE. 
Although a lot of people have sort 
of accepted that it's not a game 
machine, there’s hope that with 
Team, HERO, 
Obsession and Star- 
dust appearing, we 
can get people to 
realise that there's a 
new games scene 
developing.” 

Impact are also 
producing Team 
for the Falcon. 
Although Ralph 
claims it won't be 
“earth-shattering”, 
it will boast 256 
colours, 16-bit 
sound and high res- 
olution graphics. Compared to 
Ishar and other games that have 
recently appeared for the Falcon, 
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which just ape the ST in every 
detail, this is a real step forward. 
Ralph is cautiously optimistic 
about the Falcon. “It’s a new mar- 
ket, with people who are prepared 
to invest in their machine, so it 
could be promising. We'd love to 
know that there's a platform we 
could continue on after the STE.” 
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PCs and Amigas too? 

There's a good chance that Team 
will appear on the Amiga and the 
PC, but Ralph and company aren't 
interested in coding it. “It would 
take a long time, in which we could 
be developing new games on the 
Atari. For a long time there’ve been 
port-overs from the Amiga and PC 
by people who only roughly know 
what the ST's about.” 
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musical purposes over the past 
year, but the many songs we heard 
suggest that the high praise Ralph 
has for him is founded on more 
than just fraternal affection. 


Impact on IDS 

Impact Software are developing 
Team for IDS, who entered the ST 
games world last month with the 
highly rated HERO (STF 64, 85%). 


By concentrat- How did IDS 
ing on the STE, a and Impact 
Ralph has devel- *There’s no manual meet? 
oped routines that “It was 
he never thought that tells you how to actually quite 
possible, which he's achieve what we've by coinci- 
used in Team, - dence. They 
Including “running done with Team. You came up with 


all the blitter sprites 
in overscan mode, 
hardware — scrolling 
50 times every sec- 
ond and more than 
sixteen colours on screen. It's just 
something you learn from other 
programmers. There's no manual 
that tells you how to achieve what 
we've done with Team. You really 
have to experiment and teach your- 
self.” Ralph won't be the one to 
write that manual however: “| don’t 
think | have the patience. | just 
want to make games really.” 
Surprisingly, Team was pro- 
duced on a shoestring budget. “| 
use DevPac for absolutely every- 
thing. All the graphics were done 
with Deluxe Paint and all the 
music with ProTracker. The only 
real investment was the Falcon.” 
Ralph's brother, Greg, has only 
been using the ST and Falcon for 


teach yourself" 
Ralph Lovesy 
See eee 


an offer that 
we liked and 
they also 
sounded far 
more enthusi- 
astic about the project than the 
others." That's certainly true; IDS 
have demonstrated faith with the 
ST as a development machine. 
Indeed, Ralph's rapid rise to promi- 
nence on the back of Snacman is 
something IDS are keen to repeat 
for other budding ST program- 
mers. That stretches to you, our 
readers, too. If you have a good 
idea and the means to implement 
it, write to IDS at: 1 Fordhouse 
Lane, Stirchley, Birmingham, B30 
ZNH. As for Team, it looks like 
being excellent and we'll be 
reviewing the full version when it's 
available. That should be early 
December, so hold back that list to 
Santa a little while longer. st¥ 
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Last month we gave away a 
copy of Personal Pascal on the 
Cover Disk. Over the next few 
months Simon Forrester shows 
you how to use it to program 
your own applications. 


ASCAL is a simple yet 
powerful language to 
learn, even though it 


wasn't specifically designed for 
beginners. Personal Pascal, the 
version that we gave away last 
month and that we'll be using for 
this series of tutorials is a particu- 
larly good version of PASCAL - it's 
unflawed, comprehensive (contain- 
ing lots of useful commands, 
libraries and examples) and yet 
still easy to use. And, of course, it’s 
yours for the price of a back issue 
(page 85) if you missed last 
month’s Cover Disk copy. 

Whereas books can be unnec- 
essarily complicated, and put you 
off right from the start, we're going 
to take you through using Personal 
Pascal the ‘isn't ST FORMAT good 


§ Coming with enough text-files 


explain everything we don't, you won't 
have any trouble with Personal Pascal. 


PASCAL, like most other lan- 
guages, relies on variables. Vari- 
ables can be thought of as 


envelopes — easily handled pack- 
ages that contain § information. 
When dealing with these envelopes 
you can either ignore or acknow/l- 
edge the contents of the envelope. 
These variables can contain two 
basic types of information: 


Strings: A string is a set of charac- 
ters, or a string of characters as we 
call it. We'll refer to strings by 
enclosing them in speech marks, 
sO an example string would be: 


at explaining — “ST FORMAT". 
things simply” _.. + 

- F = L 
way, over the We're going to take Integers: lf 


next few months. 
At the end you'll 
be able to write 
your own utilities 
and applications. 


Up and 
running 

Once you've got 
your 
working on your machine, and 
you've followed the instructions on 
using the program editor that 
comes with the package, you're 
ready to start writing your first pro- 
gram. We're not going to deal too 
heavily with the mechanics of 
using the editor or assembler — 
that's a job for the manual (see the 
panel over on the next page to find 
out how to order it) or for last 
issue in which Nick took you 
through the basics. We're going to 
teach you the concepts of PASCAL 
itself, rather than concentrating on 
Personal Pascal, which is just one 
version of the language. 
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you through using 
Personal Pascal the 
‘isn’t ST FORMAT 
good at explaining 
things simply?’ way” 
SS 
version of Personal Pascal 


you've read the 
GFA tutorial this 
is a word you'll 
have found it 
hard to miss. An 
integer is simply 
a whole number. 
This means that 7 
can be stored as 
an integer, but if you tried to store 
4.276 as an integer you'd just end 
up with 4, 

lf you do plan to write in PAS- 
CAL on different machines, forget 
all thoughts of things like real val- 
ues (like 3.141). They might get you 
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-Htere- 


into trouble, because PAS- 
CAL doesn’t have any stan- 
dards between packages. 
What you really need 
to understand about vari- 
ables is how they're used 
in a program. The slightly 
unintelligible part about 
envelopes earlier helps you 
with. that. concept. Last 
month, Nick wrote a little 
program that involved two 
people guessing numbers. 
The user had to input a 
number of his own choos- 
ing, which, once entered, 
was stored in a variable. 
This meant that although the listing 
could cope with any nmumber 
entered, it didn’t actually contain 
the number. Instead, it dealt with 
the envelope containing the num- 
ber, which in that case was called 
‘num’. The listing therefore doesn't 
compare the number entered by 
the guesser with the correct num- 
ber; it compares the guess with the 
variable ‘num’, which contains the 
actual answer. That's the value of 
variables -— they can be used to 
process information by a program 
that doesn’t even know what that 
information is. Nick's listing didn't 
know which number the user was 
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@ That's what we all like to see - a 
program that complies without any 
errors at all. Seriously - be careful. 


trying to guess, it just stored it ina 
variable and remembered the 
name of that variable. Confused 
yet? Don’t worry. All will become 
clear, eventually. 


Program structure 

The next bit you have to under- 
stand is the way programs are laid 
out. If you already have an under- 
standing of BASIC, you're in for an 
easy ride, because PASCAL's lay- 
out is nowhere near as compli- 
cated. Program structure relates to 
more than just flow diagrams —- 
you're going to have to learn sev- 
eral aspects of PASCAL at once for 
this concept. Fortunately, it's one 
of the few difficult steps - every- 
thing afterwards is simple. 
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Programs in all languages work in 
one simple way: the instructions to 
be executed are laid in a row and 
the processor or interpreter works 
through them in sequence. Obvi- 
ously, it's possible to jump to other 
parts of this row, and jump back — 
you can do quite a lot of jumping 
about in fact — but in essence your 
program runs in a straight line until 
it's told to stop. 

PASCAL, although following 
this philosophy to a great extent, 
works in a slightly different way. It 
can be visualised as one line, most 
of which is fragmented. PASCAL 
works in blocks, and halfway 
through a program you jump to 
another block completely, then 
when that block has finished its 
execution you jump back. 

Programmers in other lan- 
guages call these smaller blocks 
sub-routines, but PASCAL calls 
them procedures. So, to recap, you 
build up your programs of blocks, 
each of which performs a different 
function. These blocks, which cre- 
ate a program of small, fragmented 
chunks, can be linked together, the 
processor jumping from block to 
block on your instruction. Which 
leads us neatly to... 


Action: 


Your instruction 

Aha, the difficult bit. Your instruc- 
tion. Writing instructions in PAS- 
CAL is a lot easier than it seems, 
because PASCAL actually has 
very few commands. You'll find | 
a full list of them further down 
the page. Your instructions are 
going to be one of the follow- 
ing classifications: 
Manipulation: Moving 
numbers from variable to — 
variable or performing cal- 
culations, for example. 
Decision: This is where you use 
the contents of a variable to make a 
decision, usually for program flow, 
but effectively for absolutely any- 
thing you like. 

Program flow: Moving the 
processor or interpreter to a differ- 
ent part of the program. To the 
beginning or end of a procedure, 
for example. 

It's all well and good 
being able to manipulate numbers 
and jump around your program 
like a blue-bummed fly, but your 
programs fairly useless unless it 
actually does something. In Nick's 
case, he had to ask for numbers 
and display things on screen. 
These are both actions. 


+ 
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PERSONAL PASCAL 


Did you miss last month's issue 
of STFORMAT? Then you 
| missed your Cover Disk copy of 
Personal Pascal. All is not lost — 


| turn to page 85 and order issue 
64. On page 78 of that issue 
there’s a special offer for the 


| Personal Pascal manual and 
product registration - for just 


£19.95 from HiSoft. Cut out (or | 


photocopy) the coupon, fill in 
your details, write the cheques, 
slip it all gently into an 
addressed envelope, add a 
stamp of some description, pop 
it in the post and you're away. 
(Are we taking this step-by-step 
instruction thing too far?) 


PROGRAM 


Actions are truly scary things when 
it comes to PASCAL. If you use 
BASIC, you're no doubt used to 
commands like PRINT and INPUT, 
which are integral parts of the lan- 
guage. PASCAL, being a language 
designed to run on any machine 
under any conditions, works in a 
completely different way. That's 
why you have libraries. 

A library, such as the one 
included with the original package 
(you can find it on your disk) con- 
tains a series of extra procedures 
for carrying out operations, be they 
complicated maths instructions or 
ST-specific operations (such as 
using GEM). These actions are all, 
in effect, commonly-used proce- 
dures, but you don’t have to write 


— More PASCAL listings. Read through 


a8 many as you can - you'll only learn by 
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@ Now this Is the sort of 
people away from trying 
our programming. It’s not 
this complicated, honest! 


them —- they've been writ- 
ten for you. 

“In which case,” you 
must be wondering, “why 
didn’t we need to bother 
with them last month, when 
Nick wrote his program?" 
Well, that's because certain 
functions, which are actually 
merely library routines, have 
already been built into Personal 
Pascal. Two such functions are 
‘readin’ and ‘writeln’. These func- 
tions, although not an integral part 
of the PASCAL language, are 
accessible to you because you 
have Personal Pascal. To stop your- 
self getting really confused, here's 
a quick list of the commands you'll 
find in the basic, simple PASCAL 
language, before your individual 
package (such as Personal Pascal) 
adds its own: 


and array begin 
bios c case 
const div do 
downto else end 
exit external file 

for forward function 
gemdos goto if 

in label loop 
mod not of 

or otherwise packed 
procedure program record 
repeat set then 

to type until 
var while with 
xbios 


Over the next few months you're 
going to master (er, or mistress) 
these commands, and learn how to 
utilise some of the other 
routines that Personal Pas- 
cal has personally added. 


Getting on with it 

Time to get writing a little 
program to illustrate a few 
concepts. It's almost insult- 
ingly simple, and is the first 
program everyone writes in 
a new language, to print 
your name on screen. 

write (“Hi, I’m Simon”) 
Here you've used the ‘write’ 
command (an _ additional 
command) and given the 
command the expression of 
a simple string. 


@ The data retrieval listing that 
comes with Personal Pascal as 
a demo - dead good for picking 
up techniques. 
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fi 
fi 
. 
I 


@ As you can see, you can set 
up several variables at once at 
the beginning of the program 
you're writing. 


make up the procedure 
named ‘guess’. Just think of 
it as a sub-heading, or title 
of this chunk of code. 


begin 


You've already seen this 
one, but this time it doesn't 
signify the start of the main 
program, so much as the 
start of this procedure. You 
can tell this not only 
because it’s preceded by 
the ‘procedure’ command 


(ntetFarns = ARAAY [ 8..45] fF integer 3 
PtsJePerns = = ARAAY [ 4..11] DF integer ; 
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ak intin | (ntle_Panns + VAG datuaut * tnt_Dat_Farns 
WAR ats in | Pts le_Parns 3 VOI pts_aut : Pts_Oot_?arns 
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atsiplh) = Bi 
ote_in({i) :: heune | 
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-Erd ef File-] 


® More complicated, please 
Try something a little more impres- 
sive — a loop. First, a loop that van- 
ishes off into infinity, repeating 
forever, or at least, until you stop it 
by breaking the program. 


loop 
write ("Still going”) 
end ; 


Dead simple, really. The ‘loop’ 
command tells the interpreter that 
everything until the ‘end’ state- 
ment must be repeated ad infini- 
tum. You've already seen the 
‘write’ statement. 


Really complicated, then 
Okay, you're going to write a pass- 
word program. Like Nick's pro- 
gram last month, this program 
asks for a number and keeps loop- 
ing until you enter the correct one. 
We'll go through it line by line 
when we've written it. First off, 
here's the program: 


program (input, output); 
var num: integer; 


begin 
while num<>105 do quess; 
end. 


procedure guess; 
begin 
write (“Enter code:"); 
readin (num) 
end; 


Line by line: 
program (input, output); 


This gives the program a name. 
The stuff in brackets simply tells 
your ST what this program is 
going to do, and whether it’s going 
to read from and write to the 
screen. This is of a housekeeping 
measure, so don't worry about it - 
there's nothing to understand. 
page 
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Var num: integer; 


This command, ‘var’, Pi 


tells the program 

exactly which / 
variables it’s 

going to be 

using, in this | 

case just ‘num’. 

The ‘integer’ 


specifies that the 
variable is an integer variable (it's 
going to contain a whole number). 


begin 


This is the start of the program, the 
‘begin’ stating that this is some- 
thing it's to execute as a program. 


while num<>105 do guess; 


Now you're getting to the meaty 
bit. The ‘while’ command. is. fol- 
lowed by an expression, and finally 
by a procedure to execute if the 
expression is true. For instance, 
this command executes the ‘guess’ 
procedure, as long as the value of 
‘num’ is bigger or smaller than 
(isn't, in other words) 105. As soon 
as it is, the program con- 
tinues to: 


end. 


@ Take a look at the 
‘cube’ program on the 
Cover Disk for a little 
Pascal can really do. 


on the previous line, but 
a also because it’s indented. 


“ 
write ("Enter code:”); 


Another command you've already 
experienced, simply displaying text 
on the screen. As you can see, it's 
valuable because it’s used for most 
of the interaction with the pro- 
gram’s user. 


readin (num) 


And here’s where you 
ask for the user’s num- 
ber, which you'll be 
storing in ‘num’, mak- 
ing use of that seem- 
ingly pointless wibble 
about envelopes. 


And finally, the line: 
end; 


You've seen this before, but this 
time it’s not signifying the end of 
the program, so much as the end 
of this procedure. As you can see, 
the syntax is different (it’s followed 
by a different symbol). Once again, 
this command correlates with the 
‘begin’ command a little while ago. 


Cheery bye 


We've covered the basics of vari- 
ables, program structure, com- 
mands, loops and routines. Next 
month, we're going to be dealing 
with more complex instructions, 
and starting to write a database. 

For now, the best thing you 
can do is practise. Take a look at 
the programs supplied here, and 
the program Nick wrote — they're 
all in the same vein (it’s easier for 
you to understand that way). If you 
want to fiddle about with them, do 
so — the best way to learn is by 
experimenting with these things 
yourself, and seeing where you 
went wrong. 

Remember, it's impossible to 
damage your machine by making a 
programming mistake, so feel free 
to tie your brain (and the program) 
in knots, until we get a chance to 
maul your intelligence next month, 
leaving your brain suitably battered 
and bruised. Hopefully. stf 
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@ As the lines become 
more indented, you 
know you're getting 
into program loops. 
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PROGRAM dir_test ; 


The program actually only 
continues this far, before 
stopping dead. This line 
signifies the end of the 
program, correlating with } 
the ‘begin’ command 
given earlier. 


procedure guess; 


This line states that the ] 
instructions that follow f 
| JAF 

B Don't worry about things | 
like packed arrays - you'll 
have to buy the Personal 
Pasca! manual for that stuff. 
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P.O. Box No. 2. Heanor 
Derbyshire, DE75 7YP 


ees Or Fax: 0773 761944 or 0773 605010 
Back ty popular demand! 


| Still with 24 hour despatch on all orders! No waiting around for disks. to arrive!l 


TETRIS & PILE UP: Two very good versions of the ‘Tetris’ orcode game. 
ALUEMS!: Spoce Marines v Aliens strategy combat gome- 
WINGLORD: "Joust" style aerial duciling on mounted beasts. 
STAR TREK - THE GAME (1Mb): Defect the Klingon threat 
to the galaxy. 
THE COARSE ANGLER [1Mb|: Angling simulation game. 
SUPER PSYCHO KART [1Mb}: High speed platform game 
to rescue piglats! 
HAMEC 2 (] Mb, STE onty}: The ultimate Pocmon clone. 
KUBES: Falling block game with a novel twist. 
PSYCHO PEG: Platform shool'em up with Rambo-esque pig! 
[2 disks (£3.00) 
GRAV 2: Excellent rotate and thrust orcade game. 
| BLATI: Tetris style threein-c-row falling blocks, with odded features. 


RISCHILAROUS™ 


)M.155. ROUTEFINDER: Route finder for England, Wales and Scotland - with mans, 
|M.16 DIABETES DATABASE: A useful program for the diabetic. 

M19 AIR WARRIOR: Flight sim with World Wor Il aircralt. 

M.161 THE GARDENER: A special database for gardening anthusiosis. 


ILI? 
|L18 


ADDRESS BOOK: Neat and easy for nomes ond addresses £2-50 
CIRCUIT: Easy to use electrical circuit diagram maker £2.50 
FORM FINDER: Proven horse race analysis and prediction program. 
SECOND ATARI ST MANUAL: Tex files about your ST. 

STITCH MATRIX, PUNCHER: Patfam making programs for knifing mochines. 
GENEALOGY: Two database programs for family historians. 

THE BIBLE: King James authorised version 4 disks //£6-00 
FILOFACT: Electronic filofax - diary, calendar, alarms eic. 


M.100 (ERMAN TRANSLATORS: Three programs bo translate German to English 


BUSINESS 


COMMUNICATIONS 


L832 BBS DIRECTORY: Money saving directory of BBS's 

C22 TEDDYTERM: Multi function communications program. 

C.7 WANTERM: Mult function communications program. 

M.138 MORSE CODE TUTOR: Practise and perfect your skills. 

C.17 GSOBASE: Database for rodio hams to store GSC information. 
C.14 ST KEEP: Room based BES system (requires Hard Drive} 


BUDGIE U.K. 


)BU.119 FOOTBALL TACTICIAN 1; The original £19-95 version for 
)BU.1117 INTERNATIONAL CRICKET Il (1Mb}: animated 3D game 
}BU5O SPACE INVADERS: The classic arcade game 

|BU.90 MATCH IT: Probably the most addictive game ever devised] 


BU.B& QUATRIS: Tetris variant with rotating cubes. 
BU.B9 HORSE RACE SIM: Quality sim from sale ring to track. 
BU.30 GALAXIANS: The swooping, diving Goloxians return te 


your STI 


BUDGET RANGE - ONLY £1.00 EACH! 


STARE TREK: Sove the Federction 

ROLL SH" MUDGEE: Fruit machine 
BLASTER: Fast ‘Defender’ action 
ASTEROIDS: A loving restoration 
CYBERSNAKE: Top rated action game 
CENTIPEDE: Good orcade conversion 
ROCKFALL: Boulderdash clone 
HACMARN: PACMAN action 


WALLS OF RUSSION. 11 MiG) The attrents, Duogsonmosier Cone. U23 DOUBLE SENTRY: Impressive accounts package (no. VAT] 
BLUDGEON: Solo fantasy adventure using "Bludgeon’ combat system. | = |iM4.1.4B INVOICE MASTER: Excellent invoicing system. 

OMEGA [1 Mb]: Longe and complex wildemess ond dungeon Wid FIRST WORD: Excellent word processing program. 

M13 OPUS 2000 (1Mb): Superb spreadsheet. 

M.106 ACCOUNT ABILITY: Fully featured accounts program. 


EDUCATIONAL 
THE MANAGER: Manage a oatbol om TroghiaKagdlieuem, || |M20" <GCSESTDOY ADS: Aastra Tigononsry and Goonery 
BESS Rove SM etcetera aes M.123. C.l.A. WORLD FACTBOOK: international facts & figuresddisks//£6-00 | 
THE MAZE: 3D adventure based on ‘THE CRYSTAL MAZE’. 1.20 SUPER SPELL: Teaching program for 4 to 9 year olds £2-50 | 
CHAOS |1Mb or SMb versions): Madcap game of bottling wizards. L.37 — SUPER FUN: More teaching games for 4 to 9 year olds £2-450 | 


ns ae G.266 WITCHES, MICE & FAIRY TALES: Gomes for younger users. 
LICENCEWARE GAMES 


M.95 ABOUT THE HOUSE: Excellent collection of programs for young children. [ DEE RATA ace CO il 
GRAND PRIX MANAGER: Racing management simulation  £3-00 


M.67 BODY SHOP: Graphic quiz type haman anatomy tutor. ie wl et i tt 
PRO.27 EARLY LEARNING MATHS 2 Teaching program for 9 to 12 years. £275 

BIO-HAZARD (1 Mb}: Excellent 3D sci-ti exploration/odventy 

re game £3-00 


M.37 KIDZ COMP: Kid Graph, Music, Notes, Piano, Publisher & Sketch 
STORM "94 (STE); Top rated alien blaster £3-00 


ART & GRAPHICS 
STORM '94 (STFM version of above game) £3.00 


GEMVIEW: Lood, view, convert just about any picture format. 

DARKLYTE Il (TMbj: Space Crusade type strategy game £3.00 pees re 
FRACTAL EMNGi - 1: Multi-nin gene 
DEMON: 30 view fantasy adventure game £3-00 nv pra ee Sige beste ce sig 


ARTIST FREEHAND: Excellent art package, multiple screens £3.00 
DEAD OR ALIVE. :?: Large, complex, challenging adventure £3-00 MINIPICS: Reduce picas up to 64 to asereen. Ideal for cataloging §=- £7-0 
STONE COLD SOBER: Adventure game with graphics £4-00 


KOSMIC 4: Stunning psychedelic pattern creator. 
CURSE OF AZRIEL: Fantasy troding/adventure game 2 disks//£4-00 POLYFILM: Make films from multiple 3D polygon objects. 
LOXSIC PROBLEMS Il: Challenging puzzles to test your reasoning£ 3-00 


exploration game. 

LLAMATROMN: 100 levels of fast arcade oction and wicked sound FX. 
GALACTIC FRUIT BOWL: Trivia quiz meets fruit machine. 

CAESAR: Strategy game sel around the Mediterranean in 2000BC. 
GNU CHESS: French chess playing game for oll levels, 


Fora fede copy of our user ae disk hesed’ catalogue just 
send o blank disk and a S.A.E. to the address above and we'll 
send you one by return complete with a selection of quality PD. 

Alternatively send us £1-00 and we'll send you the catalogue and 
free programs on one of our disks. 


PRINTED CATALOGUE 
also grannies listing hundreds of PD/Shareware/‘Licenceware 
=) titles. Only £1-00 including P&P 


ART OF DUNGEONS & DRAGONS: Superb Dragonlance pictures. or 50p if ordered with disks. VISA 


FULL SCREEN [1Mb): Disphay your pictures in full screen format! 


ATARI ST/STE DISK SOFTWARE 


PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER. eee lO99 
GFA RAYTRACE (create your own animated 3D world) £19.99 
HOME ACCOUNTS 2 (with Pop-up calculator) susevevereek l 9.99 
STOS THE GAMES CREATOR (with maria vevee eel 2.99 
STOS COMPILER (with manual).. eo oe i 2p ee 
GAMES GALORE (4 great games written using 
STOS & compressor) . : ee vsesk12.99 
STOS 3D (with manual) .. £12.99 
STOS SPRITES 600 (with manual) .. £12.99 
STOS MAESTRO (with manual) . Sonne £12.99 
gant bale (allows you to assign ‘Hot Key. s' for 

p to 54 programs) ... sesceveusk 9.99 
THAT'S FUN FACE (5, 576, 787, 923, 200, 000 possible faces! ) ......£9.99 
VIRUS KILLER (kills 20 ST v iruses) .. usvea sense) 
TIME (space, magic & mystery. The epic journey in 1 time) eee rs 
HEREWITH THE CLUES (murder, mystery & suspense) £6.99 
PREMIER COLLECTION (Exolon, Netherworld, aa 


Zynapps & Nebulus) .. Joa Sh Me bel PP. Moons nir eee eeene 
MOONSHINE RACERS. (action- packed chase thriller)............£7.00 


"IALU “ ILE Ly £42. FF In , (520/1040 ST'S ONLY) 


* Price includes PART, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VAT 
* 90 Day warranty on all repairs ie 79 Uananl 
* 24 Hour turn-around on most repairs Est. 13 Years 
* All upgrades purchased from us fitted free with repair 

* Includes FULL DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE AND SOAK test 

* If drive or dt dee oe need ae Oe add £10 


ATARI STFM Motherboard (fully populated) 
ATARI STe Motherboard (fully populated 1/2 meg RAM) 


£49.00 
E5298 


HOME ACCOUNTS (you'll wonder r how 3 you ever STe/FM KEYBOARD (UK VERSION) £34.00 
deta without SUR es : “3 kD 99 
PROTEXT V.4 (wor rocessor) . vote te, tad fd. 99 : ' ] TTINIT 4 | 
STF era ane COLEECTION : ran | POWER vipa rae (e/FM) £344 
TF ANIMASTER (disk and book).. osdiedeetin hbesticeies eg nal Driv %4.20 
MAXIFILE (file management supertool! ee MS PE Sia tas RARE a nat es Compati e Internal Drive é 
GFA BASIC 3.5 INTERPRETER . £14.99 : | 
STORMBALL pons sensation of the 21st century) .. £9.99 : SS = 
GAZZA 2 (the official Paul Gascoigne soccer simulation) £6.99 MMU IC (FM) £19.95 Video Shifter (FM) £18.00 
WATERLOO... saa tes aot eeten waa £9.99 DMA IC (FM) £15.00 Video Shifter (e) £36.00 
INTERPHASE (dreams of the future) auaaeas suvenevesensh uoo GLUE IC (FM) £19.95 68000 CPU (FM) £9.80 
PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POSTAGE AND PACKING 1770 FDC (e/FM) £13.60 68000 CPU (e) £12.40 
ASK TO BE INCLUDED ON OUR REGULAR MAILING LIST poe ee Ae enn (EM oh 
E : : hires 68901 IC (e/FM) £23.50 Memory Upgrades P.O.A 


WE ALSO STOCK ITEMS FOR THE SPECTRUM, COMMODORE 64, 
AMSTRAD 464/6128 AND 464+/6128+ TOGETHER WITH AMIGA 
AND PC’S AND OF COURSE ATARI ST/STE'S! 


Add £1.00 P&P on chips, £2.50 P&P on drives & PSUs. We reserve the right to refuse repens, 


Our Company offer the most competitive yair serv rice 
Credit facility available .. SED wD FOR “FREE INFOR! LAT ION F PAC 


All orders sent by return: Cheques/Visa/Access/PO’s 


TRADING POST = 


VICTORIA ROAD, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE TFi1 8AF 
TELEPHONE/FAX (01952) 462135 


Computer|Services 
The Guild of Mastes Crafiemee A division of D_A. Computers Ltd 
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If you want to get into programming, 
a good place to start is with GFA 
Basic. Over the next few months 
Simon Forrester teaches you how to 
use it to create your own programs. 


FAP W. LAID - i. 


FA Basic is a great lan- 
guage if you're just start- 
ing to learn how to 


program. It's easy to understand, 
simple to use, and covers all the 
techniques you'll need to program 
in more powerful, lower level lan- 
guages like C and 68000. Over the 
next three pages (and the coming 
months) we'll be starting with the 
basics of programming, finishing 
with completed, ready-to-run pro- 
grams that should be useful to you 
as learning examples and, later on, 
things like disk utilities. This 
month, we start with a gentle slide 
into the language, worrying about 
the complexities of programming 
full utilities in a few month's time. 
Right now, though... 


How does it all work? 

GFA Basic comes in two sections - 
the interpreter and the compiler. 
The interpreter is the part you need 
for creating your programs, and 
they can also be run from within 
the interpreter. 

The compiler takes Basic pro- 
grams that you've written and 
turns them into machine code, 
which the ST can run without 
needing any other = software, 
including the interpreter. A com- 
piler is essential for creating pro- 
grams to be run from your Desktop 
for example. For now, though, you 
don't need to create standalone 
programs, so you only really need 
the interpreter. Be warned, though 
- we'll go into compiling at some 
point, but it's probably wiser to 
wait until you know you're going 
to enjoy this programming thing 
before splashing out the extra cash 
- the compiler is an extra. £30. On 
the other hand, you. can take 
advantage of our special offer in 
Reader Offers (page 83) -— the GFA 
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Basic package, comprising GFA 
Interpreter, GFA Compiler and 
GFA Shell, is available for the bar- 
gain price of £59.95. 


Let’s get on with it 

Load up your interpreter, using 
the instructions provided. We're 
not going into the mechanics of 
editing listings and using the inter- 
preter — these instructions are in 
the manual, and it is just a cut- 
down word processor with special 
modifications for editing program 
listings. What's important is what 
you type in, and why. 

The first thing we're going to 
do is take a look at how a Basic 
command is set out. In the flesh, it 
looks a little like this: 


‘command’ ‘parameters’ 


So a line in GFA Basic might be: 


PRINT “Hi there” 


STRINGS 


JE }dereko-"Hi there’ 


JE tprint derees 
4i there 


QE tdereks="Ao* 


VE tderekSrterek$=", really." 


JE tprint deret3 
40, really, 


Tk rll 


@ Derek in action — he's our hero. 


‘Hi there® 


Yup - it's the first program that 
anyone writes in Basic. This line is 
so popular because, although it's 
simple in structure, it demonstrates 
the language perfectly. Breaking it 
up into our sections: 


Command - the command is 
PRINT. This command is probably 
the most frequent in Basic, because 
it displays things on the screen in 
text form. The parameters, which it 
is to display, are placed directly 
after the command. 


Parameters - in the case of 
PRINT, the parameter is the text 
that’s to be printed, but with the 
wide variety of commands in the 


Strings are funny 
things. In essence, all 
they are is pieces of 
text, but they can be 
much more than that. 
In the PRINT command 
you used earlier, for 
example, “Hi there” is 
actually a string, being 
a string of characters 
making up the words 
“Hi there” (don’t for- 
get, that also includes 
the space between the 
two words). 

Remember Derek? 
He can be many 
things, even strings, 
with the addition of a 
simple character. To 
demonstrate, give this 


language, this could be just about 
anything. For now though, it’s the 
text “Hi there”. 


So our command is to PRINT the 
string “Hi there”. This was your 
first Basic program. Simple, but it 
illustrates the concepts neatly. 


Twice as hard 
Moving swiftly on to your second 
program, type in: 


DO 
PRINT “Hi there” 
LOOP 


simple program a try: 


dereksS="Hi there” 
PRINT dereks 


As you can see, Derek did his job 
well. He was told to represent the 
letters forming “Hi there”, and 
that's what he did. It'd be more 
than his job was worth to be a 
number, because he’s got a $ 
after his name. You can do maths 
using strings as well: 


dereks="No” 
derekS=dereks+", 
PRINT dereks 


really.” 


Instead of adding the values, 
Derek has simply added the string 
to the one he’s already carrying, 


pee Wi there" 
ate 


Don’t worry about the spacing - 
the interpreter inserts its own. 

Line one contains the singular 
command DO. This marks this line 
as the start of what we call a ‘loop’. 
The command DO simply tells the 
program to do the following, but 
when you come to the command 
LOOP, you're telling it to jump back 
to this point in the program and 
start again. Line two is our famous 
“Hi there” line, doing what it does 
best. And line three is the all- 
important command that line one’s 
waiting for, LOOP. 

This is, therefore, a program 
that prints. the words “Hi. there” 
over and over, without end, again 
and again. Ad infinitum. Boring. 
Let's make this whole thing a lot 
more complicated, by changing the 
subject completely. 


A new subject as promised 
Right, how about some variables? 
Just to confuse you, Derek is a 
number. This is because there is a 
line in a program that says: 


derek=237 

Now, whenever Derek is referred to 
by name, he insists that he is, in 
fact, 237. He insists this to such an 
extent that, when the line: 
derek=derek+1 

is issued, he assumes the number 
238 instead. The command may as 
well have said: 


derek=237+1 


and, as we all know, 237+1 does, in 


@ This one-line program’s come a hell of a 
long way... It's three lines now. Woo. 


fact, equal 238. (Maths ‘A’ level 
stuff, that.) When the command: 


PRINT derek 


comes along, the number 238 is 
displayed on screen, because that's 
what Derek insists he is. Make no 
mistake though, he has no influ- 
ence over the commana: 


PRINT “derek” 


because his name is in speech 
marks, which.means that the PRINT 
command assumes it’s just a piece 
of text. This tells you two things - 
the PRINT command is a flexible 
command that can display more 
than text, and Derek is a variable. 

Variables are Important. 
They're what keep Basic programs 
running. For example, take a look 
at a simple program that gives you 
the times table for a number, which 
you have input. This program intro- 
duces a few new commands which 
we'll go through later. 


INPUT Ct 
FOR l=1 TO 12 
PRINT 
L;"times" ;t;"is";1*t 
NEXT 1 


There. That wasn't so tough, was 
it? Starting with line one, you're 
dealing with a variable here. Like 
PRINT, INPUT is a command. It 
tells the computer to take an input 
from the user. Following it is a 
parameter, in this case the name of 
a variable to deposit the number 
into. The input can only be a num- 
ber, as the variable is only capable 
of handling numbers. 

Moving on to line two - 
remember that DO command? The 
FOR command is similar, only it 
has a few rules. What this version 


Ik tdereb=227 


JE tderebrdereétl 


JE tprint dere: 
TE 


TE +I 


Tk sprint "tarek" 
dere 


il 
4 Nei mes! 


of the comMmand_is doing is run- 
ning! the loop’ through"12 times. 
You |know it's doing=it_12 times, 
because “the ‘numbers. it runs 
through range from 1 t@ 12 inclu- 
sive, This command sets up a loop; 
each_timethe contents of that loop 


are run, | contains a different num- 


bers The first time, it contains 1. 


‘The Second time, it contains 2. It 
keeps going until the twelfth time, 


when itcontains 12. Then. it.stops. 
Line three .brinags back—-your 


°PRINT command, only this'time it's 


pn Let 


§ Here, you can see the classic 

FOR/NEXT loop, using the variable ‘t’. 
You can still look at the contents of ‘t’ 
as it steadily increases with each loop. 


be signified with an ‘x’. The entire 
command works out what | times t 
is, and prints the result. 

Finally, line four introduces 
the NEAT command, sending you 
back to line two, where the FOR 
command is waiting. Just as the 
LOOP command signified the end 
of the DO loop, the NEXT com- 


@ And here's the result of your loop 
program. Natty for teensy program. 


Ll tines5-45 
L?tinesozhb 


brought its biggest mates, in the 
form of some hefty parameters. 
The first is |, the variable that 
turned up in the FOR loop. The *;’ 
symbol after the variable signifies 
that there’s more to come —- and 
goes on to print a string of text, 
signified by the speech marks, then 
the number held in the t variable, 
then the word ‘is’, and finally |*t, a 
mathematical expression. The star 
signifies ‘times’ — multiplication is 
far too important in computing to 


Frogran enc 


mand signifies the end of FOR. 
Common courtesy dictates that the 
loop’s variable, |, be placed after 
the command, though this isn't 
strictly necessary. 


Ta-ra for now 

In the space of two pages, you've 
learnt the basics of Basic. You've 
studied a little bit about the way 
programs flow and loop, and 
you've touched the surface with 
variables, learning how Derek can 
be any number or command that 
you want him to be. 

To quickly recap what you've 
learnt so far, using your brand new 
techniques in different setups, 
you're now going to deal with 
prime numbers. Prime numbers 
have nothing to do with Basic, or 
indeed computers. They're a 
maths thing — a number's factors 
are all the whole numbers (inte- 


gers) that it’s divisible by. The fac- _ 
tors of 6 are 1, 2,3, and 6, because | 


BH So this Derek fellow can be a number 
as well, can he? Be careful never to 
enclose him in speech marks, or you'll 
just print the word ‘Derek’. 
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you can divide 6 by any of them, 
and end up with a whole number. 
The prime numbers of 7 are 7 and 
1, as it’s divisible by nothing but 
itself and, of course, 1 (1 times 7 is 
7). This makes it a prime number. 

How do we find these prime 
numbers, then? Following is a pro- 
gram to do just that. It starts with a 
loop taking the variable n through 
every number from 1 to 1,000, then 
running a second loop (d) from 2 
to n-1 each time, and seeing if any 
of the numbers d passes through 
are factors of n. If it is, a flag is set 
— f is set to 1. If the entire d loop 
runs through without f being set to 
1, you've got a prime number on 
your hands. 


FOR n=2 to 1000 
£=0 
FOR d=2 to (n-1) 
IF (n/d)=INT(n/d) 
ful 
ENDIF 
NEXT d 
IF f= 
PRINT n 
ENDIF 
NEXT n 


There are many ways of approach- 
ing the task in hand, of which this 
is only one, but it’s the way that 


bad 
We n=3 


F=f ; 
FR d=z TE [-1) 
Ni Ceeds= 11 Cadi 
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THE INTERPRETER | 


The interpreter is the main piece of software you'll 
be using to write and test your Basic programs. It's 
a simple little affair, into which you type your pro- 
gram, moving around the text with the cursor keys 
or mouse if you wish, altering pieces and generally 
having a good time. 

When using the interpreter, you can only have 
one program in memory at once, though. That 
means that each time you start a new program you 
have to clear the memory by clicking on New in the 
menu bar. This tells the interpreter to clear all 
traces of the old program to make way for a new 
one. Bit like life really. No? 

To test your program, simply select Run or 
Test, and your program will run. You can save your 
programs out using the Save option, and using the 
standard dialogue box that appears, and you can 


You may notice that, when typing some lines, the 
interpreter refuses to accept your input as valid. 
This is because it has found a fault with your pro- 
gram, and sees no point in letting you type any 
more until you've fixed what you've already done. 

So remember - go slowly and carefully. It 
makes more sense to get it right first time than to 
spend your valuable learning time wondering why 
your program won't do what it should. 


If you want further details on compilers, assem- 
blers, interpreters, and a broader understanding of 
this whole programming thing, you can find a gen- 
eral introduction to programming in issue 63. It's 
well worth a read. Mind you, | would say that 
because not only did | write the thing, but what 
they scrape together from back issue sales is | 


load programs in the same way. 


best utilises what you've learnt so 
far. But there’s a new command, 
that might have thrown you - IF. 

In many ways, IF is the same 
kind of command as DO or FOR. 
Whereas FOR executes’. the 
enclosed loop (enclosed by NEXT) 
a specified number of times, IF exe- 
cutes the enclosed commands on a 
condition. IF f=0 executes the com- 
mands right up to the ENDIF 
marker if f=0, but if f=1 the com- 
mands aren't executed. This is one 
of the ways programs make deci- 
sions and take different paths - by 
comparing numbers or text strings 
and then executing commands on 


t 


= 
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WE ALSO REPAIR STE, 


Mega ST and Stacey 
* FREE QUOTATION x 
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loosely termed as ‘Simon's salary’. Only kidding. 


conditions. Other conditions you 


could use are < or > (smaller than 
or bigger than), <> (mot equal to), 
or other such simple expressions. 

Another strange thing is the 
INT command on line four. Take 
another look at that line: 


IF (n/d)=INT(n/d) 


The INT command is simple. Let's 
say, for now, that n=6 and d=4. n/d 
is obviously going to be 1.5, 
because that’s what 6 divided by 
four is. If you say PRINT (n/d), 
you'd see 1.5 displayed on the 
screen, as the sum is calculated. To 
turn a number into an 
integer value, you 
enclose it in INT, plac- 
ing brackets around the 
sum (though you do 
that anyway - it’s tidy). 
So PRINT — INT(n/d) 
would display 1. 


because the numbers 
after the decimal point 


FAULTY TROUBLESOME COMPUTER ?? 


Send or deliver to the experts for fast reliable repair of your beloved Atari ST 


FOR ONLY £44.00 INC * 


_ * FREE GIFT WITH REPAIRS 
PLEASE TICK BOX 


Mouse (Add £5 
Joystick (Add £5) 


FAST COMPUTER SERVICES, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2HG. TEL: 071 252 3553 


DRIVE OR KEYBOARD REPLACEMENT + £10 


FAULTY PART EXCHANGE SERVICE 


have been dropped. So if 
(n/dj=INT(n/d), that is, if n/d is the 
same with or without the numbers 
after the decimal point, it quite 
obviously doesn't have any at all - 
it's an integer (a whole number). 

That may have all been a little 
heavy for this early stage, but don’t 
worry — after a while, concepts like 
this will be child's play. 


Next month 

When you get issue 66 down from 
the shelves, it'll contain part two of 
this little rolling tutorial, in which 
you'll be working with mice and 
pointers. You'll get the chance to 
try out a few more complex BASIC 
commands, and then you'll also 
start programming the first half of 
a disk utility for use within GEM. 
You'll also be looking at how every 
other command in the GFA lan- 
guage works. With a few essential 
pieces of knowledge, that thick 
wedge of paper you call the man- 
ual will become several times eas- 
ier to use. 

So if you haven't already 
ordered your copy of the GFA Basic 
package, now might be a good 
time. It's a bargain. stf 


PSU £24.99 KEYBOARDS £25.50 
DISK DRIVES £25.50 
UPGRADES 

—_-STFM 1MB £39.99 
STE 1Mb Simms £25 POS 2.06 POA 
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CALATINUS 


All software packages require at least | Megabyte of RAM, Double Sided 
Disk Drive & Mono Monitor. A Hard Drive & 2 Megabytes of RAM are 
recommended for using Calamus SL & Outline Art. 


<x NEW PRICES **_ 


OLD PRICE 
$89 
$499 


PRODUCT 
Calamus |1.09n 
Calamus SL 
Outline Art v3 
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NEW PRICE 
£59 

£199 

2199 


Rainbow for FaICOn “eat £29.95 
StereoCAD for Any Atari ST Celoup £29. 95 
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RIVERDENE PDL 


PUBLIC DOMAIN & SHAREWARE 
for the Atari ST series of computers including the Falcon. 
Send a blank dis sk and SS és E for our catalogue on disk which contains 
our pd & shareware disks 


aa apa era 
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All Prices ncade = & 
Delivery Within The UK 


JCA EUROPE LIMITED 


30a School Road, Tilehurst, 
Reading, Berkshire RG3 5AN 


Telephone 01734-452416 
Fax O18? aalede 
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Please Make All Cheques / 
Postal Orders Payable To 
"JCA EUROPE LTD" 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 
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For a Disk-based catalogue send your Name, Address & three 25p 
stamps to: 


THE A-Z OF PUBLIC DOMAIN, 
LICENCEWARE & SHAREWARE 


MT SOFTWARE (STF), GREENSVARD HOUSE, BROADWAY, TOTLAND, OW PO39 OBX 
TEL: 0983 756056 FAX: 0983 755800 


Yes, our new catalogue is available now totally free of charge - simply ring, 
write or fax and we will rush a copy to you in the next post! 
For all the latest in PD plus incredible offers on commercial products such as 


EASY TEXT PROFESSIONAL, BEGINNERS GUIDE TO STOS, MR SMART'S BIG TIME, FAMILY ROOTS, etc. 
Order your copy today and join the 26,000 Atari customers who already use our service. 
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Games 


20 POOL 

AROTHIGR WORLD [7 Mid) 
APOCALYPSE 

ARCHER MACLEANS POOL 

B-i7 FLYING FORTRESS 
BATMAN RETURNS 

BULLS SPORTING DAATS [1 Mi} 
BUMPER QUAD PACS 

ADAWER + THE Fa YOrr 
(CALIFOAMLA GAMES ff 
CAMPANGN 

(CAMPAIGN MISSION DESKS 
(GANNOH FODDER 

CAPTAIN DYRAMO 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER 5 (1 Miz 


CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER i SEASON DISK 


CHAMPIONSHIP MGR End Season Data 
CHADS ENGINE (1 MB) 

CHASE HO It 

CIVILIZATION (TMi) 

CRIME CITY 

CROSSBOW - THE LEGEND OF TELL 
GALISE POR A CORPSE 
CYBERCON lu 

CYBERSPACE (MB) 

DALE ATTACK 

DIZZY PANIC 
DREADWOUGHTS (11ME) 
DREADNOUGHTS - BISMARCK 
DREADNOUGHTS - IRONCLADS 
ELITE  - FRONTIER (1aB) 

EPC 

ESPANA - THE GAMES 92 
EUROPEAN FOOTBALL CHAMP 
F-18 STRIKE EAGLE Ii 

F-19 STEALTH FIGHTER 

F-29 RETALIATOR 

FACE OFF - ICE HOCKEY 
FANTASY WORLD Cary 

FIRE AND BRIMSTONE 

FLIMBO'S QUEST 

FOOTBALL MANAGER 3 
FORGOTTEN WORLDS 

FUTURE WARS 

GAUNTLET I 

GEMESLA 

GHOULS ‘N’ GHOSTS 

GO FOR GOLD 

GOAL [/MB} 

GOAL - WORLD CUP EDITION (1 MB} 
GRAHAM TAYLOR'S SOCCER 
GUNSHIP 

HARDEALL 

HiGH STEEL 

HOVLES BOOK OF GAMES - VOL 1 
HOYLES BOOK OF GAMES - VOL? 
HUCKLEBERAY HOUND 
IMPOSSIBLE MISSION 2 

ODAMA JONES & FATE ATL (ACT) 
INDIANA JONES & L CRUSADE (ADV 
INTELLIGENT STRATEGY GAMES 5 
INTERNATIONAL RUGBY CHALLENGE 
INTERNATIONAL SOCCER CHALLENGE 
ISHAR (1 MB) 

SHAR 3 

ITALY 1990 

JAMES POND 

SMMY WHITE'S WHIRLWIND SNOOKER 
K0DS RULE On 

MINGMAKER 

KINGS QUEST 1 

KINGS QUEST 2 

KINGS QUEST 3 

KINGS QUEST 4 

KNIGHTS OF THE Say (1MB) 

LED STORM 

LEEDS UNITED CHAMPIONS 
LEISURE SUNT LARRY 1 

LESSURE SUT LARRY 2 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 3 

LOOM 

LOTUS TURBO CHALLENGE ll 
LOTUS TURBO TRILOGY 

LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS 

A TAME PLATOON 

MANMUNTER NY 

MAMIAG MANSION 

MCOOMALD LAND 

MERCS 

MECWINTER 

MECWINTER il [1 MER 
MOONWALKER 

MURDER 

MIMLDA REMIX 

MOODY'S PLAYTIME 

ONE STEP BEYOND 

OPERATION STEALTH 

OUTRUN ERO 

PANZA MICK BOXING 

PINBALL MAGIC 


PIRATES: ig 
PME & DOE 43 
PLATDAYS 204 
POLICE QUEST 2 2% 
POPEVE 2 6.4 
POPEYE 3 11,40 
POPULOLS 8 [1 MB} 25 
POSTMAN PAT oo 
POSTMAN PAT 3 a) 
POWERMONGER PLUS DATA DSK 12.56, 
PREMIER MANAGER 2 (UME) Fae =) 
PRIME OF PERS (MOT STE} 6.56 
PROTEXT Wa (1M) aT 
REACH FOR THE SKIES [1 Ma} a 
REALMS 1140 
PoCK DAWGEROUS | Lae =) 
POCK DANGEROUS 0 ars 
Pasay WOOKS 11.40 
ROBIN HOOD - LEGEND OVEST Ae] 
ROBINSON'S RECWIEM ifate 
ROSoC00 B75 
ROGOOOP il 11.40 
ROOLAND 7S 
SCRABBLE 255 
SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND [1 Mi] 14 
SENSIELE SOOCER INTL EDITION TEES 
SHUTTLE 1258 
SIMPSONS : BART V5 THE WORLD rye 
SUIGHTLY MAGIC 6.06 
SOOTY & SWEEP Pa 
SO0TYS FUA WITH MUMBERS. 1.85 
SPACE CRUSADE AT 
SPACE QUEST 1 1 
SPACE QUEST 2 11.4 
SPACE QUEST 3 14,94 
SPEEDEALL ? BfS 
STARDUST 21.55 
TT ARGLIDER fl BFS 
STONE AGE 21.55 
STREET FIGHTER 75 
STREET FIGHTER 2 (1 MB) 1255 
S RIDER B75 
STHIKER B75 
STUN RUNNER a 
STUAT CAR RACER 6.56 
SUPER LEAGUE MANAGER (1Me) 24,58 
SUPER MOAAOO GP. BTS 
SUPREMACY 11.40 
TACTICAL MANAGER - ERVGLISH [1 ME} 21.5 
TACTICAL MANAGER » [TALLAN 71.56 
TACTICAL MANAGER - SO0TTISH 21.5 
TENS CUP 2 B75 
THE MUNSTERS 6.58 
THE PATRICLAN mg 
THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE 6. 
THOMAS'S BG RACE 11,40 
Tox RTs 
TORKADO 2.45 
TRACKSUIT MANAGER £58 
TRANSARC TCA Bo 
TURFSCAN Ill ae 
TWILIGHT 2000 23.45 
WINTER GOLD 12% 
WORLD CLASS LEADERBOARD B75 
WWF EUROPEAN RAMPAGE 4.59 
X-OUT 5.5 
XENON fl ays 
2-OUT 6.36 
ZAK MCKAACKEN 11.40 


Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all our Customers 


Educational 


ADM ENGLISH [12-13.0°13-14) 215 
ADI ENGLISH (14-15) 21.5 
AD FRENCH (11-12 o¢ 12-13) 18 
AD FRENCH (13-14 of 14-15) 71.5 
ANSWER BAGH JLAMBCR CLI §B-11) 11s 
BETTER MATHS (12-16) PE) 
CAVE MAZE rT 
FRACTION GOBLINS 109 
FRENCH MISTRESS 195 
FUN SCHOOL 2 (OVER a} as 
FUN SCHOOLS (7-11-0F und §) 20.95 
ITALIAN TLITOR 1.95 
JUNIOR THPIST (5-10) 259 
MATHS DRAGONS 499 
MATHS MANIA (8-12) 295 
MICRO ENGLISH @-GCSE) 71.50 
MGHO FRENGH (BEGINNERS-GCSe) 4 Bt] 
MICRO GERMAN [BEGINNERS-GCSE} 21.50 
MICRO MATHS (11-GCSE) 21.50 
MICRO SCIENCE [B-GCSt) 20.95 
PICTURE FRACTIONS io 
PRIMARY MATHS COURSE 2-15 14 
REASONING WITH TROLLS 49 
THY THE HOUSE 4.09 
THME FLIES 49 


HOLIDAY PERIOD HOURS OF BUSINESS 


MAILORDER 


Mon-Fri 
Saturday 
Sunday 

Dec 22nd 
Dec 23rd-27th 
Dec 28th-30th 
Dec 31st 

Jan 1st-2nd 


10am-10pm 


10am-8pm 
10am-8pm 
10am-6pm 

Closed 
10am-6pm 
10am-4pm 

Closed 


071608 0624 “ 


DataGEM Lid 


Department STF 


23 Pittield Street, London N1 6HB 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE AND VAT AND ARE EFFECTIVE UNTIL 31ST DECEMBER 1994 


ders agains! cheques wih Vaid querentee 6 


a cost, Vew (ies we 


a Sen] a ea et 


arc 


umn. wel be Getndéched mined 


ae ier is Taactres price rev 


SHOP 


10pm-8pm 
10am-4pm 
Closed 
10am-6pm 
Closed 
10am-6pm 
10am-4pm 
Closed 


=a 
VISA 


inh), hare UW 


owe Ay 


Cats Cea ron Cir chy 


TOSS Men Suber 1 Ou Sandan bens & 


fantas Tie prices 


3.5" Disks 


Sgeseesrss F 
ip 


S8SaB 
g 
8 


33 
BB 
8 


40 
50 
80 
BO 
100 


110 
120 


NEXT WEEKDAY 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE 


JUST ADD £6.25 
TO ORDER TOTAL 
last order date is 22nd December 
for delivery on 23rd 


Miscellaneous 


Wiowrkcerntre 

Head Gleaner 7.5") 

Mise 

Mouse House 

Mouse What 

Parallel port extenason cates 
Paraiel peinter cable (Sm) 


19.55 
ae 
14.75 
255 
2% 
6.60 
10.98 


Roboshit javio Mouse! loystiick switch) 14.75 


Joystick & Mouse Extension Cable (5°) 


oR] 


Extends the fwo ports from under the ST 
20 yOu Can see where to plug them in! 


Dust Covers 


Aten 

Monitor 

STAR LG10 printer 
STAR LOZ printer 


Joysticks 
1+ 


(Gompetiien Pro S000-black 
Preaheecagital 


Mavenck 1 (O57 28F) or 1M O71 38) 


Megastar A/F (S¥133) 
MegaGrip If 

MegaStick Il 

Navigator AlF 

Python 1 (O5130F} 
Python 1M (OS137F) 
Quackjoy | Turbo (5121) 
Quackshot | 

Quickshot ll turbo 
Speecking A/F 

Star Probe 

Starfighter 1 pad 
Supercharger (5V123) 
The Bug (black or green] 
Topstar (V1 27) 


Printer Ribbons 


STAR LOW S0/100 black (LOS) 
STAR LOU S0'100 colour (LOSCL) 
STAR LG200 black (2X5) 

STAR LG200 ealour ZCSCL) 
STAR LG series black (f24) 


a6 


450 
6.50 
Bas 
124 
6.50 


STAR LO24-20055-24 senes oniour (801) 175 


aan oes 


Sage & Gia 
iets ESSE 


page 
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This month, Simon fails yet 
again to come up with a cheat 
for life itself, and instead has 
to make do with some of the 
most devious game cheats our 
readers could muster. 


Another month, another set of games instantly depreciating in 
value as we strip the essence of mystery and difficulty away 
from them. I hope you're satisfied. If you've discovered any 
mind-bogglingly clever tricks, send them in to us at: 


GAMEBUSTERS 


Gamebusters, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon, 
BAT 2BW. You could win some cash, or you might just get the 
pleasure of seeing your name printed in this fine organ. 


For everyone having trou- 
3 ble with Monkey Island's 
~4 grandad, Maniac Mansion 
(STF 49, 73%), Andrew 
Brown of Goole (eh?) 
has provided a complete solu- 
tion and everything. For his trou- 
ble, Andrew will receive’ the 
Gamebusters Big Cash Prize (cue 
crowd reaction), as well as adora- 
tion by the thousands of stranded 
players that he’s helping out. 

Those of you who've never 
played Maniac Mansion and hon- 
estly never intend to can at least 
rest safe in the knowledge that 
should you ever be faced with any 
kind of breach to national security 
involving the game, the solution's 
right here. Phew, eh? 
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MANIAC MANSION - comptete soiution 


Take note. 

Before we tuck into the meaty part 
of this solution, there are five 
things to read and remember. 

e There are five different ways to 
complete this adventure. This solu- 
tion works with Dave, Syd and 
Bernard, and should provide you 
with some insights into solving the 
other variations. 

e To enter most rooms you must 
open a door, and in some you must 
turn on the light, neither of which 
will be mentioned in the solution 
for the sake of space. 

« Don’t use the flashlight or the 
batteries will run down. To find a 
light switch in the dark, select 
‘what is’ and scan the room with 
your cursor. 


@ Anyone seen Wes Craven's 
People Under The Stairs? Could 
be a new direction for the game. 


* There are two ways out 
of the dungeon if you 
happen to get caught. 
The first and easiest is to 
use the rusty key. If 
you've got two. kids [Ps 
trapped there, you can |/) 
place one by the door, 
and use the other to push 
the loose brick just below 
the left-hand window. If 
you switch back to the 
first kid, you'll have time to get him 
through the briefly-opening door. 

e Don’t eat yellow snow (bit of a 
tip for life as well, that one). 


The thirty point plan 
Time to get to it. Make sure that 
your three kids (David, Syd and 


BA quick lesson in how 
not to take a group photo. 


B Her incurable flirting had gotten her into 
some serious trouble this time. 


y dear. 


Bernard) are standing in front of 
the house. To get inside the house 
you'll find a key hidden under the 
doormat. Pick up the doormat and 
you'll be able to pick up the key. 
Use the key in the door and send 
all three inside, 

Take Bernard to the library, 

open the loose panel directly 
below Chuck the Plant and get the 
cassette tape. 

Move Dave to the kitchen. Edna 

should now catch Dave, which 
clears this route for the others. 
Dave can stay in the dungeon for 
now and should use the trick 
described earlier to let the others 
out when caught. 

Take Syd to the storage room 

and pick up the fruit drink and 
glass jar. 

Use Bernard to go to the 

kitchen and get the flashlight, 
then open the refrigerator and get 
the Pepsi can. 

Move Syd into the kitchen and 

give the glass jar to Bernard. 


Hope you*re having fun! 


Take both Syd and Bernard to 
the painting room, where Syd 
should pick up the wax fruit and 
Bernard should get hold of the 
paint remover. 
Send Syd up the next flight of 
stairs to the top just outside the 
darkroom, where he'll meet the 
green tentacle. Give the tentacle 
the wax fruit, then the fruit drink 
and he'll let you pass. 
Switch to Bernard and send him 
here to get the dime. Then go 
left and climb the ladder to the 
green tentacle. Get the record on 
the shelf and find the yellow key 
behind the tentacle — get it. 
@)Send Bernard to the piano room 
and put the cassette tape in the 
recorder, then put the record on 
the victrola. Turn on the cassette 
recorder and the victrola. Wait 
until the glass breaks, then turn 
them both off. Clever huh? Get the 
tape again. 
1 Send Bernard into the sitting 
room, where he can open 
the cabinet and put the tape in the 
machine there. Turn on_ the 
machine and the chandelier will 
shatter. Turn off the player and get 
the rusty key that fell from the 
breaking chandelier (the dungeon 
key). Open the old radio on top of 
the cassette player and get the 
radio tube. 
1 ] Send Syd, who may be in the 
dungeon by now, to the 
weightlifting room and have him 
use the Hunk-O-Matic machine. 
Then send him back outside the 
front door, to the left of the stairs. 
Pick up the bush there to reveal a 
grate, which you can open. Enter 
the grate, and walk to the 
right, eventually coming toa 
water valve. é 
T Send Bernard to 
=Edna’s room and 
she puts him in the dun- \ 
geon. Unlock the door with \ 
the rusty key, and make your \y 
getaway. Get the silver key 
that’s next to the fuse box in the 
basement, then send him to the 
storage room. Unlock the storage 
room with the silver key and go to 
the pool ladder. Fill the glass jar 
with water from the pool. 
1 BC ee to Syd, and turn on 
the water valve. This drains 
the pool and exposes the nuclear 


reactors cooling — rods. 
You're going to have to 
move fast now (and 
maybe save your game). 
] When the _ interval 
Wscene is over, send 
Bernard down the ladder 
to get the glowing key and 
the radio. As soon as he’s 
safely back on the cement have 
Syd turn off the water valve to 
refill the pool. 
] Send Syd and Bernard to the 
| garage and have Syd open 
the garage door. Bernard should 
use the yellow key to open the 
trunk, then get the tools. 
1 “Send Bernard to the plant 
room and get him to use the 
paint remover on the paint blotch 
to reveal a door. Open the door 
and enter the broken wires room. 
Turn on the light, open the radio, 
use the batteries in the flashlight, 
turn the flashlight on, and walk to 
the wires. 
] Send Syd to Edna’s room and 
she puts him in the dungeon. 
Have Dave push the loose brick to 
free Syd and position him in front 
of the fuse box. Now get Syd to 
open the fuse box and turn off the 
circuit breakers. 
] When the 


interval scene 


lends Bernard should fix the 
wires with the tools. Then switch 
back to Syd and turn on the circuit 
breakers. The video machines are 
now powered on. 
1 Opec Syd and Bernard to the 
hall outside Edna’s room and 


_ 5, 3, 25 85 5 
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GAMEBUSTERS HELP! ‘= 


have Bernard open the door and 
enter. While Edna takes him to the 
dungeon send Syd into her room 
and go right to the ladder. Climb 
the ladder to the safe room. Turn 
on the light and open the painting 
to reveal the wall-safe. 
2 Have Bernard use the rusty 
key so that he and Dave can 
both escape the dungeon. Send 
Bernard to the plant room and use 
the jar of water on the man-eating 
plant. Then give the Pepsi to the 
man-eating plant, and climb up it 
to the telescope room. Put the 
dime in the slot, then use the right 
button to move the telescope to 
the right. 
2 B Send Dave and Bernard to 
the door outside Edna’s 
room and have Bernard give the 
glowing and rusty keys to Dave, 
who should open the door and 
enter. While Edna takes Dave to the 
dungeon, send Bernie into the 
room. Walk toward the piggy bank, 
open it, take another dime, then go 
to the telescope room. 


D2 should use the 
dime in the slot, then push 
telescope further to the 
right. He can then use the 
telescope to read the 
combination of the wall 
safe. Don’t forget it. 


Switch to Syd and 
—Zopen the wall 
safe with the combina- 
tion you've just discov- 
ered. Get the 
envelope, open it and 
get the quarter. Now 
send Syd back down the 


" B All the best chefs make ladder, where Edna 

x4 gt polo eae catches him and locks him in 
Lecter for one. . 

the dungeon with Dave. 


Switch to Dave, who should walk 
to the outer door and unlock the 
top and bottom padlocks with the 
glowing key. Open the outer door 
to the secret lab and have Dave 
unlock the right dungeon door 
with the rusty key. 
2 Send Syd into the arcade 
‘room and play Meteor Mess 
with the quarter. Note down the 
high score on the game. 
2 5 Send Syd and Bernard to the 
doorway outside Edna's 
room. Have Syd open the door and 
enter. When Edna takes him to the 
dungeon, send in Bernard to get 
the hamster and reveal the purple 
card key. Get this and send Bernard 
to the radio room (watch out - he 
may get locked in the dungeon 
first, though). 
2 Switch to Dave and have him 
open the inner door to the 
secret lab, using the high score 
from the Meteor Mess game for 
the combination. 
2 Switch to Bernard in the 
radio room and have him use 
the radio tube in the tube radio. 
Read the poster, turn on the radio, 
and use the radio to call the meteor 
police, using the number you got 
from the poster. 
2 Now send Bernard to Ed's 
=“Jroom so that he’s taken to 
the dungeon. Wait for the meteor 
police to arrive and take out the 
purple meteor. 


20°" to Bernard in the 
= dungeon, get the badge on 


the floor and go into the secret lab. 
Give the badge to the purple tenta- 
cle and, when it runs’ away, enter 
the Zom-B-Matic room. Walk right 
and use the purple card key in the 
key slot to enter the meteor room, 
and turn off the switch. 


30°" only 29. Hmmm. Go 
and make yourself a coffee? 


B it’s a large game with humour, 
excitement, and appalling dialogue. 2 
| They couldn't look more wooden. page 
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he first in our mixed bag of tips 
comes from Nick Hine of 
Devon who, God knows how, man- 
aged to find this handy keypress 
cheat for Lethal Weapon (STF 43, 
62%). No one mention film tie-ins. 
To select a level to play, press 
[Alternate], :[Y] and any number 
from 0 to 9. Also, if you press [Con- 
trol], [Left Shift], [Alternate], [Y], 
and any number from 0 to 9, you'll 
find your ammo increasing by ten 


* LETHAL WEAPON 


each time. Once you've got 99 car- 
tridges, you'll see your lives 
increase. When a ‘plus’ sign appears 
next to your lives, it indicates 
another row stacked, invisibly, on 
top of them. 

Finally, to give yourself loads 
of bullets use [Shift], [Alternate], [Y] 
and any number. Thanks, Nick - 
that should ruin everyone else's 


_ enjoyment of the game _ nicely. 


Good job. 


i " 
| 


a Lethal Pence 
| platform action. 


- good, solid 


SPIRIT OF EXCALIBUR 


H:: back again, this time with a 
cunning little discovery that 
might aid in the completion of this 
medieval aside. On the game disk, 
you'll find a file called STORIE.DOC. 


BACK TO THE 


t’s Rhys from Wirral again, and 
he’s got another cheat. This time, 
it’s for the Game That No One’s 
Ever Heard Of (STF 17, 57%). Sim- 


Flelele. a 


helton Stackers Lowestoft’ s 
finest soldier, has come up with 

a rather handy little cheat for Can- 

non Fodder (STF 57, 93%), Sensible 

Software’s stormer of a war game. 

To promote the leader of your 

;squad to a general, wait until the 


FRONTIER 


ook — it’s just a quick one for 
Elite, the old classic (STF 55, 
91%). If you're having trouble hit- 


-ting people with missiles simply 


turn the star dreamer time control 
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Stuffed in between the various bits 
of machine code you'll find the 
game’s complete solution. Thanks 
to the authors for ruining that one 
for you, then. 


GOLDEN AGE 


ply find a shop selling explosive 
vials, and buy the one with the 
most units. For some reason your 
money will now increase. Great. 


Ses De ee Bee 
ap Sen, eT aes PN 


start of a mission and et ‘the 
Save Game option and save your 
game as JOOLSRIP. You can only 
have one general at a time, but 
they’re still handy to have around. 
Thanks. It now has no challenge at 
all. Cheers. 


up to full and your missile will hit 
every time. Simple but elegant, this 
tip is courtesy of Ben Bowen of 
Mid Glamorgan. You won't even 
have to bother aiming now. 


PRINCE OF PERSIA 


hys Timson of Wirral, no less, 

has a few tips for the Broder- 
bund classic (reviewed in STF 31, 
90%) that redefined platform 
graphics. Pity it didn't do much for 
the gameplay. Anyway, on level 9, 
when you're faced with the guard 
that doesn’t advance towards you, 
there’s something you can try. 
When you're face to face with the 
geezer, pull down to put your 


G= who. Yup, Rhys. He's got 
a solution to the last level of 
the rather excellent film licence — as 
reviewed back in issue 7, scoring 
62%. But there’s no way we're 
going to let him spoil the surprise 
of what happens. So, for anyone 
who's got this far and got stuck (I 
know | have), you might find the 


ISHAR 


W222” back in issue 61, if you 
can remember that far back, 
Ashley Taylor was having a problem 
getting Ishar (STF 37, 90%) to work 
from his hard drive. 

Every time he tried to save his 
game to Drive E, he got the ‘Disk 
full’ message, despite having 
ISMBytes of space free. Tex from 


_ @ Yeah - an aversion to 
**\_ strange people. Right. 


sword away. As soon as the quard 
advances press [Fire] twice and 
you'll draw your sword and hit him. 

Meanwhile, on level 12, when 
you have to fight yourself (hap- 
pened to me in a dream once), run 
to the other side of your enemy. 
When he stops trying to go for you, 
put your sword away and run into 
him, quickly. Positively enhanced 
that one, methinks. 


die. 


@ it's official — having T: bits 


spiked is the bad aoe way 


GHOSTBUSTERS 2 


following, cryptic messages helpful. 
Yanosz — Use the slime gun. Keep- 
ing using the slime gun. It'll work in 
the end. 

Vigo — As soon as he turns up on 
the scene in solid form, flatten him 
again (if you see what | mean) with 
two proton gunners. 

Ray — Use the proton gun. Okay? 


Northumberland has solved the 
mystery for him, though. 

The trick is to keep Ishar on 
either Drive C or D, but no higher. 
That'll be because the program- 
mers didn't bother programming it 
for any other partitions. Honestly — 
what is the world coming to? | ask 
you. Blame it on TV, myself... 
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Academic Software t 01296 82524 
Acclaim 01962 877788 

Accolade = 0181 977 0880 
Advanced Graphics t 01942 488174 
Alternative Software = 01977 797777 
Analogic Computers t 0181 546 9575 
Arnor @ 01733 68909 

Atari UK @ 01753 533344 
Audiogenic Software t 0181 424 2244 
Beaujolly = 01737 222003 
Caledonia PDL t 01463 225736 
Care Electronics t 01923 894064 
Centresoft t 0121 625 3399 

CGS ComputerBild t 0181 679 7307 
Cheetah = 0161 707 7080 
Codemasters = 01926 814132 
Coktel Vision = 010 331 46 30 99 57 
Compo Software t 01487 3582 
Core Design t 01332 297797 
Creative Sounds @ 0117 9244395 
Daze Marketing @ 0171 372 7435 
Digita = 01395 270273 

Digital Integration = 01276 684959 
Dolphin Software = 01603 617602 
Domark @ 0181 780 2222 

Douglas Communications 

= 0161 456 9587 

Electric Distribution/GST 

= 01753 549442 

Electronic Arts @ 01753 549442 
EMagic = 01462 480000 


Who's who 


= I 


Mee 


ESSENTIAL CONTACTS 


Empire = 01268 541212 
Empire/Readysoft t 01268 541126 
Europress Software t 01625 859 333 
Everglade (software, books etc) 

= 04163 240168 

Evesham Micros t 01386 765500 
ExNet Systems t 0181 244 0077 
FaST Club t 0115 9455250 

First Computer Centre 

@ 0113 2319444 

Floppyshop t 01224 586208 
Fujitsu = 0181 573 4444 

Gadgets by Small 

=z 010 1 303 791 6098 

Gasteiner = 0181 345 6000 

GFA Data Media t 01734 79494] 
Golden Image UK Ltd = 0181 365 1102 
Goodman PDL @ 01782 335650 
Gremlin Graphics = 0114 2753423 
Harman Audio = 0181 207 5050 
Hewlett Packard = 01344 369369 
HiSoft/AVR t 01525 718181 

ICD Inc 010 1 815 968 2228 

IDS = 0121 459 4340 

ImageArt t 0181 767 4761 
Impressions @ 0171 351 2133 
Infogrames 7 0171 7388199 

JCA Europe t 01734 452416 

Kixx t 0121 625 3311 

Korg t 0181 427 5377 

Kosmos Software @ 01525 873942 


Krisalis = 01709 372290 

Kuma 7 01734 844335 

Ladbroke Computing International 
tm 01772 203166 

LAPD = 01773 761944 

Lexicor Software (USA) 

mz 010 508 792 6618 

Lexicor Software (Europe) 

= 010 43 136 75 92 

Llamasoft = 01734 814478 

Loriciel t 010 331 46 88 28 38 
Marpet Developments 

= 01423 712600 

Meedmore t 0151 521 2202 
Michtron = 010 1 313 334 5700 
Microdeal t 01525 713671 
MicroProse t 01666 504326 
Millennium = 01223 844894 
Mindscape t 01444 246333 
Mirage = 01260 299909 

Monolith Enterprises = 01983 867377 
Music Pro Import t 0181 78988641 
Ocean/Hit Squad t 0161 832 6633 
Panasonic t 01344 853195 

Power Computing = 01234 843388 
Premier Mail Order @ 01268 271172 
Pro Music = 01284 765765 
Psygnosis * 0151 7095755 

Q Logic = 01382 25311 

Q Tek UK t 01382 200808 

RC Simulations = 0117 9550900 


DIRECTORY s® 


SS = = 


Renegade t 0171 481 9214 
Roland = 01252 816181 
Rombo t 01506 414631 
Rubysoft = 0171 381 8998 
Silica Systems = 0181 309 1111 

Siren Software = 0161 724 7572 
Sound Technology 7 01462 480000 
Special Reserve t 01279 600204 
Star Micronics t 01494 471111 
System Solutions = 01753 832212 
Thalion = 0121 442 2050 

The Third Dimension t 01484 460888 
Titan Designs t 0121 414 1630 
Titus Ltd t 0171 278 0/751 

Titus Software t 0171 700 2119 

UBI Soft = 01817 343 9055 

US Gold/Kixx AL & 0121 625 3366 
Virgin = 0181 960 2255 

WeServe t 01705 647000 

zzSoft t 01254 386192 

16/32 Systems 7 01634 710788 


16/32 PDL, 173 High Street, Strood, 
Kent ME2 4TW t 01634 710/788 
A-ONLINE ATARI CEC, 1229 East 
Mohawk Avenue, Tampa, FL 33604, 
USA = 010 813 237 1656 

AGPD, c/o A Green, 6 Middlebere 
Drive, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 45D 
ASGARD PD, 20 Langdale Drive, 
Flanshaw, Wakefield, WF2 SEW 

= 01924 363059 

ATARI USER GROUP (SCOTLAND), 
50 Jones Green, Knightsbridge West, 
Livingstone, EH54 8QB @ 01506 32521 
AWF PDL, 123 Hazelwell Crescent, 
Stirchley, Birmingham B30 2QE 

a 0121 458 4345 

BALSALL PD, 6 Rushton Close, Balsall 
Common, Coventry CV6 7PA 

CHAOS PD t 01296 89059 


THE ST FORMAT PD DIRECTORY 


CALEDONIA PDL, 250 Oldtown Road, 
Hilton, Inverness IV2 4PT 

tf 01463 225736 

DIGITAL DISK, Steve Hill, 162 Burley 
Grove, Downend, Bristol, B516 500 
FALCON OWNERS GROUP, 10 Oak 
Drive, Portishead, Bristol, Avon 

BS20 8Q5 t 01275 843241 

FaST CLUB, 2 Broadway, Nottingham 
NG11 1PS t 0115 9410 241 

FERDY BLASET, Halleyweg 114,3318 
CP Dordrecht, The Netherlands 

= 010 3178 172 879 

FLOPPYSHOP, PO Box 273, Aberdeen 
AB9 85S] t 01224 312756 

GL-PD 62 Colwyn Ave, Winch Wen, 
Swansea 5A1 7E] = 01792 799762 
GOODMAN PDL, 16 Conrad Close, 
Meir Hay Estate, Longton, Stoke on 


Trent, Staffs 5T3 1SW t 01782 335650 
LAPD, PO Box 2, Heanor, Derbyshire 
DE7S5 7YP = 01773 761944 
MAGNETIC FIELDS, PO Box 118, 
Preston, Lancs PR2Z 2AW 

= 01772 881190 

MERLIN PD, 11Grange Close, 
Minchinhampton, Stroud, 

Glos GL6 9DF t 01453 882793 

NEW AGE PDL, PO Box 30, Leigh-on- 
Sea, Essex, $589 4AD, 7 01702 480691 
POWER PD, 3 Salisbury Road, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 2TY 

@ 01622 763056 

RIVERDENE PDL, 30a School Road, 
Tilehurst, Reading, Berkshire RG3 5AN 
vt 01734 452416 

SDPD c/o Stephen Day, 11 Allington 
Mead, Bridport, Dorset DT6 SHF 


= 01308 427179 

STELLAR PD, Newholme, Aston Road, 
Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire, 
GL55 6HR @ 01386 840737 
TRANSPARENT DREAMS PDL, 

59 Renton Road, Wythenshawe, 
Manchester, M22 9TQ 

= 0161 437 7474 


Any library included here does not 
imply that 57 FORMAT endorses or 
recommends any of them in any way. 
If you run a library not listed here and 
wish to be included, or if you want 
to amend anything, send details and 
your latest catalogue to: PD Library 
Directory, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 
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DA Vector 24-bit graphics and 
animation package, extra Vector 
graphics disks, tutorial. Worth £150+, 
only £100. Phone = 01268 561066 


Imagecopy v.2 £10, CalAssist SL £20, 
ExtenDOS v1.3 CD-ROM driver software 
£20. Phone 01268 561066. 


Falcon030, 65MByte hard disk, 4MBytes 
of RAM, Citizen Swift colour printer, 
scanner, Multisyne colour monitor, 
Zydeck speakers, 200 disks - £850. Ring 
John @ 013224 38778 (will not 
separate). 


Panasonic 9-pin printer for PC, Amiga 
or ST computers. Boxed with 
instructions and cable. Excellent 
condition. For sale at £140. Contact B 
Boothe on @ 0121 558 7247. 


Viewtek VT12 mono monitor, stereo 
sound, £25. R Moore, 40 Coopers 
Avenue, Heybridge, Essex, CM9 7YX, 
@ 01621 857769. 


286 Supercharger PC emulator. 12MHz, 
1Mbyte, c/w DOS and 5.25 inch D/S 
external disk drive £200. Phone @ 01276 
479157 ask for David. 


SIMMs for sale 250K upgrade for 
520STE to IMByte. Two sets available 
£5.50 incl post. Phone Syd on 7 0293 
511708. 


Atari Falcon030, 64MByte hard disk, 
4MBytes of RAM, Citizen Swift 24-pin 
colour printer, loadsa software, every 
oT FORMAT from issue 2. Everything 
perfect. Phone @ 01737 353109 with 
offer, ask for Paul. 


Falcon, 14MByte plus math copro, £850. 
4MByte RAM board, £100. Phone Andy 
@ 01435 882121 (East Sussex). 


Timeworks 2 unopened £25, Easytext 
Plus (9-pin printers) plus manual £10. 
Phone to reserve, first come first served 
et 01222 628497. 


Cannon Fodder and STF playing guide 
and complete save game disk worth 
£30. Will accept £25 ono. Write to: 
Andrew Reed, 36 Hazeldene, 
Monkseaton, W. Bay, Tyne & Wear, 
NE25 9AL. Hello to Wim Jonk. 


2MByte STE, second disk drive, word 
processor and games. Will not split. 
£240 ono. ® 01789 778359 and ask for 
Sam. 


Calligrapher Gold £40. Tempus 2 Editor 
£10. DSDDs 15p each. Call Gary on 
@ 01293 534415 after 6pm. 


Unwanted ST and STE games for sale. 
Phone T Goodman and make an offer 
= 01635 876066 (work). Can deliver. 


For sale, Atari STE, upgraded to 
IMByte, mouse and mat, some mags 
c/w cover disks, PD and shareware. Can 
be seen working. £120, buyer collects. 
Phone Dave t 0181 466 0857. 


For sale, Atari single-sided disk drive 
£5, buyer collects. Epson 9-pin dot 
matrix printer, requires new ribbon £15 
buyer collects. Phone Dave = 0181 466 
0857, 


For sale, Atari STFM spares or repair 
£40 will split, keyboard £15, D/S disk 
drive £15, power supply unit £15, 
buyer collects. Phone Dave = 0181 466 
0857. 


For sale, Atari flight simulators — MiG 
29, F19, Flight Sim II, A320 Air Bus, 
Falcon. Scenery collection GB. Boxed 
all originals. Buyer collects. Offers. 
Phone Dave = 0181 466 0857. 


For sale, Atari STE genlock £110 ono. 
Buyer collects. Phone Dave = 0181 466 
0857. 


VIDI12ST and Devpac DSP, both as 
new, £60 and £40 respectively. Phone 
Dan on @ 01912 810269. 


Atari 1040STE upgraded to 4MBytes 
with external floppy disk drive, TOS 
2.06 and colour telly, numerous disks, 
geniune reason for sale (now have 
Falcon). Call BJ Ricketts on = 01634 
271255. 


Wanted: Morteville Manor and King of 
Chicago with instructions. Also would 


ST FORMAT READER AD ORDER FORM 


PIA GE saccades sasctacunnapsaevnsavessndres See eee E we pends cbag iow ash nth reTeDidensentnenneyanel eeeeae eee eRe 
Address: Seeee eee eee ee eoeee eee eee Seueeme SPCC PREPS PP cee ee BOSS R ERR SHEE RE Ew ee 


Write your ad in block capitals (maximum 30 words) i in the space 
provided. Then either cut out the coupon orusea photocopy and 
send it in to: ST FORMAT Reader Ads, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon, 


BA1 2BW. 
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Terms 


1) No trade/commercial ads 

2) The accuracy, position and timing of the ads 
cannot be guaranteed. 

3) Anyone found using the ST FORMAT Reader Ad 
service to sell pirated software will be reported to the 
appropriate authorities. 

4) We will only print your ad if you sign below. So 
please don't forget. 


l agree to abide by the conditions stated above. 


SOREIRABIEN Sod sga pds scorns spayeachcncs oan tcct coast orto enter eaioacies 


ee oC ee ee ee ee ee er ee 
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Classification (please tick) 


Sales a Wanted _ Swap _| LJ | Messages |_| User Groups _| L_| 


ST FORMAT Reader Ads are accepted on the 
following conditions: 


Date SPECS S POSTE PETE PEPE SE STeTPEPEPE TEPER TT 


Tony Reynolds of Knightswood please 
contact me if you still have your ST. 
Please write to: Martin Bradley, 3 Lang 
Road, Barassie, Troon, Ayrshire, 
Sctoland, KA10 6TW. 


Atari 400/800 program with manual 
required for Conversational French. 
Reasonable price paid. Write to: Mr D 
Downes, 1 Kent Gardens, Birchington, 
Kent, CT7 9RS or phone = 01843 
842025. 


Wanted: external DS disk drive. Must 
be cheap. Phone t 01505 614911 ask 
for Robert. 


Any football manager games for STFM, 
especially First Division Manager and 
Football Manager 2 or 3. Buy or swap 
for other software. Call t 01625 426186. 


Second-hand 68882 coprocessor either 
with or without Inshape. Write to: 
Stephane Nizet, 53 Tue de la Waide, 
4670 Blegny, Belgium. 


Wanted: Arkanoid, Gnome Ranger, 
Gauntlet, Civilization, Noddy’s Playtime 
for ST. Tolkein collection wanted for 
spectrum +3 (disc). Write to: D 
Greensmith, 12 Caverswall Old Road, 
Forsbrook, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, ST11 
SBL. 


Wanted: STOS Maestro Sampler 
cartridge. Write to: Peter Kerr, 30 
Quarry Street, Johnstone, Strathclyde, 
PAS 8DZ, or phone = 01505 324990, 


Help. Does anyone out there use Marcel 
2.3 with a HP520? If so can you help me 


RASTF65 


with a decent driver that uses the four 
standard typefaces? Write to: Mr C 
Casey, 74 Longley Walk, Chelmsley 
Wood, West Midlands, B37 7SD or 
phone = 0121 603 1205. 


Wanted: ST games, mainly flight sims 
especially discontinued ones but 
anything considered. Also magazines + 
Cover Disks, ST FORMAT subscribers’ 
Wonder Disks. Lists to: S Munro, 246 
Claymore Drive, Collydean, Glenrothes, 
Fife, KY7 6TG. 


High-res monitor (mono) in working 
order. Notator package. Replay 16 
sampler. All wanted. Ring Edwyn 
evenings @ 01873 857014. 


Kennedy approach — if you have this 
game and want to sell it, please contact 
me. = 01255 433837 and ask for Keith. 


Wanted issue 1 of ST FORMAT c/w 
Cover Disk. £6 paid for good condition. 
Phone Dave t 081 466 0857. 


Can someone help me out? | need a 
complete solution to Maupiti Island. A 
free boxed (original) game to first 
sender. Stephen Moore, 60 Duncan 
Court, Anson Drive, Sholing, 
Southampton. 


Does anybody out there own ST 
FORMAT issue 1 that they can flog (for 
under £5)? Call Steve on = 01409 
261271. 


Third Dimension User Group Diskmag 
for 3D Construction Kit users. Only 
£1.50 monthly, crammed with routines, 
datafiles, helplines etc. Phone = 01484 
460888. Write to: Tony Hartley, 19 
Kipling Close, Lockwood, Huddersfield, 
HD4 5HA. 


POG issue 3 for Frontier players. Senda 
save, two tips and an SAE to: POG 3, 56 
Whitley Crescent, Wigan, LON1 2PP. 


FREE! Diskmag with free PD for all ST 
owners. Send SAE and two blank disks 
to: Stellar Atari ST Club, Newholme, 
Aston Road, Chipping Campden, Glos, 
GL55 6HR. 


PD wanted. Hundreds of demos, 
modules, utilities etc ready to be 
swapped. Send your list and SAE to: 
Paul Womar, 27 Stonehill, Hanham, 
Bristol, BS15 3HP. (Legitimate software 
only please.) 
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STOS 3D 

MANDARIN 

The easy way to 

learn 3D programming. STOS 3D enables 
you to get to grips with polygonal game 
design while it worries about the maths. 


Description: STOS 3D 
STF price: £9.99 
Order no: STOS3D 


ST FORMAT BINDER ef 
ST FORMAT | ol 
Keep your prized collection of the world’s 

most exquisite, comprehensive ST magazine 
safe from spills and stains in this quality binder. 


Description: One binder 
STF price: £5.95 

Order no: ST112 
Description: Two binders 


STF price: £9.99 
Order no: $T1122 


FRONTIER: ELITE 2 
GAMETEK | | 
The ultimate j 

space epic. STAR BU 
This thrilling Ff 9° ] “a | 


game lets 
you do just 
about any- 
a thing you 
ff ~=6s =annt: fight, explore, trade, fly, lie, cheat, 
y steal... smart. 


STF RATING 91% 


Description: Frontier RRP: £29.99 


UVK wG6 
DOUGLAS 
COMMUNICATIONS 


This comprehen- 
sive virus killer 
can repair over 
700 commercial titles... 


Description: Ultimate 
Virus Killer V6 
RRP: £12.95 
STF price: £9.95 
Order no: STFUVK 


ATARI ST 
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ROCK ‘’N’ ROLL 
CLAMS 

CASPIAN 

Description: Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Clams 

STF price: £12.95 

Order no: STRRC 


wesA B 
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SAVE £5 


THE BEST OF ST FORMAT 
FUTURE PUBLISHING 

Features, beginners’ guides, huge jargon 
busters section, techie tips and reviews 

- plus optional disks. It's great! 


Description: The Best of ST FORMAT with 
two disks 

STF price: was £15.40, now £9.99 

Order no: ST BOOK D 


GFA BASIC COLLECTION 

GFA DATABECKER 

Includes: GFA /nterpreter, GFA Compiler and GFA 
Shell. All in one package and all for a mere £59.95, 
a massive £20 off the RRP. It’s the complete Basic 
solution for first- 
time programmers 
and established 
coders. To find out 


SAVE £20 


Stel] 01.13 | 
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more about the 
power of GFA Basic 
turn to page 74 
where our splendid 
tutorial series 
begins, telling you 
just how to use GFA 


rir’. 
Eink trapping. . 
Interrapts. . 


EXDFURE check iny.... 
FOR MEGT checkiag.. 
Save Registers.. 
Frocegare tuges.. 


. On 
". On 
SELECT Optimizing... 
SELECT paraveters... 


. tes 
. bik 


ext : BIUSe..... te 
rial Cwib]. . 
Delete objert. . 
jumbo] tale 
Source File 
Aesy] t. 
Main Jubrars, 


312 Ze 
az bit 
On 

in 


m9) 
figdituoea] ..22. . 


AC 


: Ho 
. Ao 


An 
Aiae 


PS 
“Lede 


to the max. Integer divide,..... (nteger | Object 
Integer maltiply.... i2 bit | Files... 
‘ b_JATEASECT Darns. . hit | 
Description: GFA fay, menory asaqe... Off 
Basic collection —— E : 3 
RRP: £79.95 a E ——————— _—__= =~ = 
STF price: £59.95 BES ecaurce 4 Lingile | E 


Order no: STFGFA 


vil 


UN 
r 


(yh 
| 


\ 
1 
1 


[ Sttinos 


i 
] 
I 
) 
' 
1} 


———— 


| 


a) 
ba 


= —— 
— — 


——— 
—— 


—— 
ler | 


—S—S SS = 


————— 
EE — = 
= 


=a 
2: 
==8 
= 


— 


—SS SS S| SS SS SS 


PLU 


i 


Hil 


i 


i 


Name 
Address 
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Description Order no Price 
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Method of payment - please tick appropriate box 
Access Visa Cheque PO 
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Credit card number 


Expiry date poy 


Please make all cheques payable to Future Publishing Limited. 
Customers outside the UK please add £4 for overseas delivery. 
ST FORMAT Mail Order, ei othe dhe FREEPOST, (BS54900) 


Savion Somerset, TA11 6BR., | 
Please tick here if you do not wish to receive direct mail from other companies | 


Elf you eee to order by credit card or have any queries, all you have to 
_ do is ring the Hotline on... 


tT O1225 322511 


@ Customer Services can be contacted on 7 01225 822510 


SOME TITLES MAY NOT BE 
RELEASED AT THE TIME OF GOING x Val Onder 
TO PRESS ROAWKE? : 


Please send cheque made out to Premier Mail Order, PO/Access/Visa No. and expiry date to 
Dept.STF12, 9-10 The Capricorn Centre, Cranes Farm Road, Basildon, Essex 5514 3JJ. Tel: O268-271172 Fox: 0268-271173 
Telephone orders: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm and Sat & Sun 10am-4pm. We are open 364 days a year 
Please add PER ITEM £2.00 P&P for Europe and £3.50 for rest of the world 


A320 Airbus Europa Edition .....cccecsuen Flight Sim 2 USA No 7 Washington .........13-99 Nigel Mansell Word Champ ..........:sc00: SHEET sicaaccne ee Rae Ga es 8-99 JOYSTICKS & ACCESSORIES 
A320 Airbus USA ai ala hd Flight aim Z USA NO | ] Detroit aE nage ae 13-99 Ni gn hi i. ee ee ee ee ee | 0 9 Supercars steak aapsaniacibensieadiaciione ee 10 Capacity ae 4" Disk 7 imma 1.99 
Aadehor + Peay accu setcssesissredoviotosneeiteeant 8-99 Flight Sim 2 Western Europe Scenery ...... 13-99 Mo Second Prize... cecnuceeccsneeessees LPO 140.¢ 3.5" Disk Box. 4.99 
ree Super League Manager ........ sbgesehs 19.99 | 40 Gopacity 3-2" Disk Box. a 
Alien a TTTIPTITLT TT Tee Teeter eee | o.oy Flight Simulator DD avec vesesvendl 2699 Noddy's Playtime PPrtrea tT iteat tect tert ter 16-99 ? : | 150 Capacity 3 x | ae ha Disk Bos... _. i 
| Another World .....cscsssernssossesensessssceee LL 9 Footballer of the Yeor 2 o..cccccccsscscssscesssense- Febery Fe SHIM oes oc eco cess nee cc rceosecterscccer sels 6.99 SUpOr SPO! INVODETS oe esseesseeceeesusen PF — | BO Capacity 3-5" Disk Box.. iataatias deen 
| PORN si cccatsactisanicacsndaaeacncsasdteacaxsliee 9.99 Formuto One Grand Prix.....ccccccsscssenende 99 Operation Harrier ..ccccccccccsccisescceessceeees ao Superfighter ......ssassssessnssseransenachenseners 17.99 100 Capacity 3-5" Disk E Biter es mae ae 
F Fs : 4 2 Cheetah 125+ ........... pe idvetays savarkice a ane 
| BIZ Flying Fortress ......:sssesversesers 22-99 BOTT AISI os inc ceescsis dsbintnbceisitndnscadet 899 Operation Seal... ..cccccsuscescsessesnsvessec | bY Simacski 2 8.99 Cheatoh Bug ..sccsesssecsssscosasesscscssseesssnsnoneed 199 
A] Bartthehawks 1942 oc ccesesssecesesesseeees 10-99 Future Wore. ...s.scscsssssecsssesssietessessosenes 10-99 or [oT ET Selatan tee ee ee See san FP e. a ae ae oe ; 0 99 | Compelition Pro Extra ......... vesseree 4-99 
‘ Bart WS the Sooce Nha WO a occeeacs pa GEES RELA BEEK a oy Graham Gooch (1 Meg) viiekineebaibebiee Ul 99 Pint! Magic pobie derbdad ehbakdaGideat bhdehoaadhaaad 4: Zyl J nate eee eae ee aed eee , Freewheel Sieeri ee Vinee! cond SY 
Blue Angels ....... 8-99 Graham Gooch Second Innings ............11-99 EE || phoned be ecnereeen rete ierre ah! 10-99 Switchblade I ......-.censee dash past aa tac 8-99 deat aaa! Joystick ....... see 
Battle of Bdtain . Per CECree Clete rete leet ror al ds 99 Gro hom yee Soccer Challenge .0e 1 e- ey Police Quest 1 Or 2 es bee”. Tactical Manager = English ssaevesseven | ote? Logi £ | Delta-Ray Autof re ITI 56 . nee . > 4 10.99 
Board Genius ...+srescvresseneesenensereeee 12-99 cs | Cees eee eee ro ore 10-99 Populous 2... saunnasynseorncanevena |e Tennis Con? 8.99 Logie 3 Logiped - JTI60 sieantetateaee LA 
| Bully’s Sporting Dorts ...........-..0cs:serereneer 9 lared QheiVHp 2 occ ccsesecsedasctousctvatetiareereoeee 8.99 Pooulous & Promised londs "vee ase: 12-99 et ae 3 Logic 3 Quatre GT Autofire - ISS apne vopanee |G 
| Cadaver/The iis Pe ieutrecvasisitievities: 12-99 Phewrit CHT. s ais nescascurersrennuseansecrcreathees 8.99 Postman Pat... ee eee A HOMIE sssessnsennesssessecensssonsennesnnstonsss eee LAPD oa 3 Quatre - esc si aca pret 
| Coesar ...... EEE NT Heroques! ..ceseseesceseseeees cael FY Postereant Prat 3 .....csccscssoceccesessececeesecseceee 4-99 The Adventures of Robin Hood 0.0.0.0... 12-99 blouse | BA sats. AN See 
California Gomes Dine seiipiwideteiastvecivies | OO Hill Street Blues oo... cece: B99 Powermonger & WW'1 Data Disk...12-99 The Firval Conflict ....ccccccc-ccccccccscscesctceees 99 Quickjoy Foot Pedals - SV129 00.00.0000... 13.99 
Connon FODGT cecncssccsesscccssssssssssses suas 19:99 ont eet ee oa vsnenesivaee dP Premier Manager 2 ... re AF-99 ares 10.99 Quickjoy Jetfighter Autofire - SV126 10.99 
Championship Manager 9d... 16-99 Huckleberry Hound in Hollywood ere! 8.99 Prince Of PArsio v.ccssscossssesessesaversusenseacesl ae ee enviar de ra pena Qvickioy Toptior Aujolice 5V127 Ae 7.99 
Gane Manager End of Season sss] 299 Indiona Jones = Lost Crusade ...........:00++: 12.99 Prey Tennis Tou 2 ...ccsscorcssseceseersssensnsensn 1 EHOY The Greatest ssrsrsrernernsersesereeeneed 99 Saitek Me j0 te ll Autofire -MX230 "10.99 
Championship Manager Ialia ....... “16-99 Prat, FD Pentti: ceevccesrevacecsaesersesesecesveesel OP Pro Tennis TOUT. ..:ccissrsescesescocensrens es seieeeath Their Finest Hour — Battle of Britain ......... 21-99 Suncom Slik Stick ....... Oe 
Choos Engine Peet teotit reste secsesvaveneeneeT O99 Int, Rugby Cha! enge $204 chad Cee ee | FY Pushover Perr tere rer re rrr ere eer rT eer Pere re | 5.09 TI 7 Fir a t Adi I o.00 Suncom Toc 2 . sae OP 
Civilisation SSSCbS ESE FE REED EEE ee sored GQ Johongir Khon Squash nonoaneooone al R Type 2 MIiTer iri eT iter iii iri tite tire ttt ee 14-949 me ae Ts rp oo 4 OO Wico “or Stick... 1h OF 
Cae Witiets Sian tensnnarenenrié Pp Jommes Pot .....0-e---cccecsescensecceeererseerrnses sth OP RBI Baseball 2... secs: Spaantgenneinte serene “FY an aegis i acca aan at 
Colonels a vias Phe Pertaining 12-9 Jimany White's Snooker ......--—.-t-rsntore 12-99 Reach for tha Skies ..........ccccreecsreerereess 12.99 Thomas the Tank Engine 2 .....sesssssssesen 10-99 
ie tt Sere 699K jac Oe ee Cre Crm ONS We Rechgar ar ne NOS Fiabe ath ca ssacssnoprnaptenperesee 7.99 [Better Maths (12-16 GCSE) ............ 
Cruise for o Corpse .....cscscsesscssecercsrssenes 12-99 Killing Game SHOW ..ccccccscccsseceseerssseeaiec FP Risk Dangerous ....:.:csesccsseseesssseess ere fd Fat eae g.o9 — [Better Spelling (8+) ..........0::0c0000. 
ACRE | cei edie rarerstcr=nnesnpsethineetes 10-99 a Tp ee ee PPcya ee, oe tt ie Ey ry ny ee B99 1) ree 
CHUTE evecrcnsssesssssesssssustasssrsioonsse DET Kings Ques! | or 2 or 3 .. 12-99 ob: ee a ee 10.99 Trackwit Manoger ...... Sed 
Discovery pet nk Wea ae hag ws bobs dg dee a oo cod ce a A? Kings Quest 4 1299 Robinsons Requiem Brn ezpan de seen: a: fear a 19-99 Ultimate Golf chet oe tt eed = ee Be 9 ior Typist [5 10) 
Dizzy COMACHON ......scessereereecenesreees 16-99 Knights of the Sky.....,....cccesesccsnresersernent 12-99 Robocop 3 seceaagiatehingee ier ee Re Fc chpchcvassseainiroaa vecusieemcnerecae 8.99 Ho vel bo . 
Dizzy's Excellent Adventure ......0.......... 16-99 ESRI SSRI aha sets ca-opacns cheep ghcadacyuphrany 8.99 EMAIL pee atsicia dann adaatlahAllotletutedons te 6-99 yy oan ae 12.99 Magic Maths (4-8) ........--..sese 13-99 
Elite 2 (Frontier) PEST EER ESSER ERE EE BEEP EE ail = =] Leisure Suit Lorry FE 2, or OD scenaonensae Ta 9 Rome's Dwi $$ GGG CoRR ee ee ri i] Ali “4 : €, . ts ; j 1 4, 4 Maths Dragons (6-1 3} eee eee eT eee err ee ee o.99 
Elvira The Arcade Game....... 16-99 Lemmings 2 (The Tribes) sesvsessnsl 7999 Rugby League Coach sonasssessersvvetel 9.99 spi ihe hed A a Y  IMaths Mania (8-12) .....ccceeccecseeee1 3-99 
Epic PLE ULL ST | FARE ese atetey 299 Fpl nig Dies Ta =] Pack avon TL aoe va I o9 Scrabble SEPP R EAH ER ESPHE ER EEHE REPRE EERE von tO PD Wizkid stig me age» a ah ew oho mol ol lg a 10. 9 Noddy’s Play Time (3-/] 16-99 
European Football Championship ............10-99 Lethal Weapon .......sie. aattpissaplaaaneaals 8-99 Secret of Monkey Island sscssssssssse | 2099 Wor d Class Leaderboard Pee boi aicess OF? Epietins Froct Fi 10 mesean5 tte 9.99 
European Super Soccer ey ae Pe | re] oy LOOT PPPeTitTe it TeTi tre tee tier tee Cte ert ee | 29 Sensible Soccer (92/93) iasthlabininbeal &99 A ASE ] 8.09 ar 5 rae pil | . des AR a ahh dg | 
Ble erry ei ote ieeciae Aira ies iol a: 17-99 foaily ol Phedne Am, «4 hee 8.99 Sensible Soccer International w+. 13-99 Sh tee oa Bf Reasoning with Trolls (5-12) ............-.- 9.99 
PIS Strike Bogle 2 oo... 1499 = Lotus Esprit Turbo Challenge ............0....... 7:99 = Sensible World of Soccer .........s.ccecccere0e: 19-9 LOK MCROREN aaa ccssccsssseecsseeeeseteeseteees 10-99 I The Three Bears ......ccccccccseseseesenees 
Flé Combat Pilot r wrrastre on OY Lotus Trilogy eRRSaSRES vidchs ros rier 1 99 Shad cow Lands Srrerititl Titties eee ee aT il oF Ee ee eee eee 
Pe Piastanivecatpeaats lad liot sw odalaldetcaiauedels 10-99 Lure of the Temptress ...ssssessssesrsens 12-99 ShiODE sane uses eee 
Face Olt Hockey... sofia dahctatan tte’ 8-99 MAT Tonk Platoon 0.2... saibmncimacteecd vie! 12-99 SATIS scnscticteeeenenenate sssanene | 299 3-5" BLANK DISKS 
FOO .....00e: vineessanassscesnsnaseesOPP Manchester United Europe ...ssssssseccssssssaal 9G Sleepwal Bibl soz ictal cizeayerpiatei tals ewiiitenaogn 8-99 TDK// VERBATIM PRECISION UNBRANDED RECYCLED |!| 
Fantasy World 1 Di EZY visisissensvenecascredanansi OF Moonhunter Son Francisco ...cscsceussesescenns |G Sperce Crusade icc scscecscsccecssetseseesnsoneaeee ee | a : : 
Post Food Dizzy ....c.csccscsrtscesecracteanerscaces 6-99 Mronooe MOnSiOM ..........00e:ecccceeeaccesasees 10-99 Space Quest 1 or 2 uss Re GS 2.99 Chenset of the ae Brigade A 199 6-89 3-99 4-50 
EBM, FICE sets: separ doncponep ak RET eet ede 16-99 MiaqOtWENS ons. eescceeeseeesescesnnctesscsaneareas ee Space Quest 2 ...sccsssrrsssrsessserers oe 1O-99 Kick OFF 2 Fired whistle ....0ccccsssccsesoes 20 14-50 1 1-99 10-09 4.40 
Flight of the Intruder . anne oeaeae: ti 99 Merc "varit Colony 0. PITT Tre re eee 8-99 Speedball pal eee er rr rer Ter errr 5 oy Kick OF Z Win nin Tactics A = tr nm 
Flight Sim 2 Great Britain Scenery ......... 26-99 Maatol Mistoatit ......s:eccesesssesesesentersseaceees 8.99 Spellbound Dizzy ....ccccccscccescesesccesseees sO Psycho Selection oes 0 21-99 17-49 aFF 12-00 
Flight Sim 2 Hawaiian Scenery .......0...000. 13-99 RRR 2 aioe antaeinepiepeciinert w- 1O9Y SHONTNORNS: 8, ov re etn ree eet ee 8.99 ea eee ee ; 40 = 26-49 21-99 20-49 15-00 
Flight sim 2 Japon Scenery ....... oh 13-99 Midwither 2 ...ccccsssceseensseeces assesses OF STN NSIT oF tase ccvasvbvasnbrnspinnapuapss 8-99  hadawards 50.0 35.00 246.00 93.99 17.50 
Flight Sim 2 USA No? Chicago ........:.:.19-99 PM OF ice ities succes cconahineepcusaaracasccanacad LEON Stre@tighber 2 o....ccccsesecssgscesenensnsensees 12-99 nop res 
Flight Sim 2 USA No 12 New York ....19-99- NOHO POMC cc cscscvernsnsseornt ve $.99 —Stridef scotsesnsstsutmnvninsieiinisninenad 99 [World Class Rugby [5 Nations 65-00 49-99 49-99 35.00 


19 HODGKINSON RD 


concn’ OMI COOMBE VALLEY 


ATARI pe PC SOFTWARES = a 
6 TEL: 01623 754061 


(Pleas se ecify whic ch computer r) ' ‘ . 
1 aieaanaimerent mammeen rae SOFTWARE 
008. ST VEGAS cards, roulette MOUSE MAT Blue, Re £1-35 JDEJA-VU Adventure — 25 | 
3081: JFK, SHERLOCK adventures |ST/FALCON DUSTCOVER  £2-95 [HERO QUEST + PART 2 


G102: GRANDAD 2 £1:80.2 disks 3-5" DISK DRIVE CLEANER = £2:25 VIDEO KID Platformer : EDUCATION ADVENTURES 


U024: VIEWING UTILITIES DISK [LOCKING 100 CAP. DISK BOX £6-00 |NARC Arcade Action 
056: YOUR 2nd ATARI MANUAL JINKJET/DESKJETREFILLKIT £8-75 IBBS JANE SEYMOUR RPG . . 
U076: FULL OF DISK COPIERS  |ADJUSTABLECOPY HOLDER £2-95 PANG Arcade Action £3-5 Written by experienced f eachers 
U107: NEWSDISK CREATOR 1 MEG |100 COLOURED DISK LABELS £1-15 JROBOCOP 2 
U077/99 GFA TUTORS £1-80 2 dks [10 BLANK DISK Inc. labels £4-65 |VENUS THE FLYTRAP phd teil cree Dist ey ) a 
M014:ST C.A.D./COMPOSER II |STARLC10/20 MONO RIBBON £2-40 [THUNDERSTRIKE flying 50 | Designed to give practice in the four rules of number. Sum type and degree of difficulty can be 
M120/123 PIC. GENERATORS £1-80 ICITIZEN 120D/ABC RIBBON £2-75 IMOONSHINE RACERS . selected. Set in the caverns of the Maths Dragons, you mus! rescue the scottered pieces ot your train 
MO80-65 CALAMUS FONTS £5-00 JANTI-GLARE SCREEN FILTER £7-75 [FALCON +2 MISSIONS set from the attentions of the baby dragons. 
MO88: NOISETRACKER SAMPLES 88 [QUICKSHOT 122 MOUSE £10-00 JHIT MACHINE 4 GAMES —_£5-50 
T003: CIRCUITS/FAMILY TREE QUICKSHOT 1 JOYSTICK  £4-50 |FOOTBALLEROF YEAR2  £4-00 REASONING WITH THE TROLLS. Ages 5 ~ 12 
009: PLANETARIUM see the stars [QUICKSHOT APACHE JOYSTICK £7-00 110 GREATEST GAMES £11-00 You play the part of the Smallest Billy Goat Gruff, who wants to get to the other side of the river 
024: 2 KIDS SPELLING GAMES OYSTICK/MOUSE SPLITTERS £4-20 J. KHAN SQUASH £3-50 where the grass is greener. In order to get there you must cross a number of bridges, each with a 
029: STARTREK DATA OLD & NEW PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE £4-25 |JSKATEWARS rollerball £3-50 resident troll. Safe passage will depend on your answers to a set of graded, reasoning questions. 


TIDY THE HOUSE. Ages 5-9 

A first adventure gome, set in the familiar territory of an untidy house, where the player must get 
their younger brother and sister ready to go out and do a bit of tidying up at the same time. The 
gome helps develop reading and keyboard skills, plus logical thought and planning. 


talogue disk 50p, please send a stamy Prices inc ps pin 


= 
PD Disks £1.25 cach. Orders 10 at £1.00 cach. UK. Add 15% for 
MAKE CHEQUES/PO'S PAYABLE TO Miss ! Lowe European orders 


TIME FLIES. Ages 5- 13 

Father Time has gone out for the day, leaving you to dog sit the Watch Dog. He's easy to look ofter, 
just give him his food and water and take him for a walk and he'll be happy. It's a pity the Time 
Flies have got loose but if you are good of solving time problems, they shouldn't be too much 
trouble. You set the type of problem and level of difficulty. 


CAVE MAZE. s 8-13 
A first adventure for a slightly older age range. You have befriended a lost, hungry and slightly 


awkward, baby dragon. All you have to do now is find his lunchbox, feed him and then guide him 
Newline, Aston Road, Chipping Cansden home past the obstacles in a maze of caverns. The game helps develop reading and keyboard skills 


Gloucestershire GL55 6HR Telephone 0386 840737 plus logical thought and planning. 
- PICTURE FRACTIONS. Ages 7 - 10 


This game is designed for those who have just started fraction work and who are not yet ready to 
FREE DISK MA GAZINE deal with them in purely numerical form. Questions are presented in the form of pictures from which 
the player must work out o fraction and then answer in either word or number form. 
AND PD SOFTWARE CATALOGUE |lWeneterstenee 
A game which gives practice in fractions. Any or all of the rules of number can be selected, os can 


the difficulty level and type of fraction. The simplest level will allow the most hesitant novice to 


Fe ia) from 99°p per re | fi sk? succeed while the hardest will probably require pencil and paper no matter how good you are. 


Fast and friendly service - without the price!] Coombe Valley Software « 18 Nelson Close « 
| Just send 2 blank disks and a38pSAE_ | Teignmouth « Devon * TQ14 SNH 
for your FREE diskzine now! Tel: 0626 779695 


Send SAE for details. Send 50p or disk for demo. Please specify your computer and software in 
which you are interested. 


* 


ISSUE 64 


ISSUE 63 


NOVEMBER 1994 OCTOBER 1994 
Double Disk special: Personal Pascal, 
Starball and Grafiek and much more. 
Inside: Future of the ST and full PD 
library round-up. Reviewed: HERO, 
NeoDesk 4, Munch, Robinson's Requiem. 


Disk: Quill and HERO demos and 
Herman. Inside: Pure Gold — all the 
FORMAT Gold winners; coding for 
beginners. Reviewed: Starball, Protext 
6.5, Papyrus Gold and That's Write 3. 


ae 


ISSUE 60 


JULY 1994 

Disk: Snacman, DeskPic, Sam 2 Disk, 
Diskfree, AutoRAM, and Music Mon 2 
demo. Inside: Next generation of ST 
games. WPs — sorted! File handling, 
Exposé previewed and icon tips. 
Reviewed: MagiC, DA‘s Vector Pro... 


JUNE 1994 

Disk: Mouse-Ka-Mania 2; Videomaster; 
Morph. Inside: Video — how to edit 
and produce films; everything you 
ever wanted to know about DTP. 
Reviewed: Persistence of Vision 2 and 
Tempest 2000. 


Gre = 
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Did you miss an old ST FORMAT? ls there a Cover Disk you need? Take 
advantage of our back issues offer and get THREE COPIES OF ST FORMAT 
AND A BINDER TO STORE THEM IN FOR ONLY £10! All you have to do is 


ISSUE 61 


AUGUST 1994 

Disk: Well ‘Ard, Twinz, Digit 1.1 demo 
and Atari View 3.8. Inside: Serious 
software preview. Art packages rated. 
Reviewed: 3D Calc, Kobold, Diamond 
Back 3, HP Chrome 2.5. 


ISSUE 62 


SEPTEMBER 1994 

Disk: Medieval Chess, Fastcopy 3, Albion 
and TUC. Inside: Supercharge your 5T 
special. Reviewed: Rainbow, Xenomorf 
2, EZ-Art Pro, Imagecopy 3, Ishar 3, 
Nova card, Midigrid Pro, Rorke’s Drift... 


ISSUE 58 ISSUE 57 


MAY 1994 

Disk: Quartet — full program and a 
Cannon Fodder demo. Inside: Piracy 
— your views; DIY monitor switcher; 
GDOS exposed; AVP previewed. 
Reviewed: DA‘s Picture, Gemini CR- 
ROM, Fontkit Plus, Outburst... 


tick the issue number(s) you want on the order form below and post it 
straight away, before you forget. You don’t even have to pay the postage 


if you're in the UK. Go on, get yourself a piece of ST history while you can} 
o 


APRIL 1994 

Disk: Demos of UVK v6.0 and 
Thought!, plus Tri Heli 2, Holocaust, 
Goal! Team Editor and Protext 6. 
Inside: Direct-to-disk recording and 
RAM upgrades. Reviewed: Chagall, 
Cannon Fodder and Breakthru 2. | 
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FEEDBACK 


When alll your mail is in red and hails from eH 


“Stecrese™ 


Cr 


page 


eon FORMAT ISSUE 65 


SWEB and Access it’s bad news. When it’s 
from dedicated ST fans asking questions, 
making points or having a pop it’s good. 
Trenton never reads post sent to his home. 


| write this letter calling 
for the  re-birth of 
| Stosser, the STOS 
._ related disk magazine. 
Stosser died on 20 September 
when it reached its 18th issue. 


Stosser was there for STOS 


users who needed help, advice or 
even wanted to make new friends. 
With new software and extensions 
given away with each issue, it 
helped users build up their STOS 
library. Yet it was not the authors 
of Stosser who killed it but the lack 
of contributions. Stosser was read 
by over 500 STOS fans but only a 
few submitted material or articles. 
The lads that created Stosser 
made no profits - in fact it cost 
them money to produce every 
month. All | want from you is a let- 
ter telling Stosser that you support 
it and will send in a routine or 


tine : ) 
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d , ‘ST FORMAT should be distribut- 


something else created with STOS. Coatymer (x65) 

Anything will do, honest! Send me Dear Feedback 

a letter calling for the re-launch of L know your technical 

Stosser and I'll pass all of them on editor is a bit strange 

to its creators (a fine bunch of [you're telling me - 

lads). If they decide to re-launch 

Stosser then | will let everyone 

know by sending another letter into 

ST FORMAT. | 
RIP Stosser, you were taken 

sO young. 

Lee J Round Durham 


Trent] but did he really direct the 
films Hellraiser and Nightbreed? Or 
am | barking up the wrong tree? 
Robert Jones, Birmingham 


stf: Blast, another devious ruse 
spotted! We thought Clive had 
effectively buried his past when he 
cunningly changed his surname 
from Barker to Parker. Tsk, tsk, and 
we would have gotten away with it 
too it hadn't been for those med- 
dling kids. 


stf: A passionate plea, obviously 
from a die-hard Stosser fan. And 
have | got some brilliant news for 
you? Stosser lives! The full story of 
this Lazarus-like performance can 
be found in the news section (starts 
page 11). 

Just remember folks, Stosser 
needs YOUR input if it’s to survive. 
So get coding and send in those 
STOS routines. 


+ ‘ Omega Format 
fa Dear Trenton 

Just thought I'd 

correct a couple of 

, mistakes in your 

FORMAT Gold round-up (in 


‘3 pe 8 The movie Candyman. The 


game Nightbreed was reviewed In STF 
16, but we've sold all those issues. Sorry. 


_ ‘that an influential magazine like expect software publishers to 
develop new and _ innovative 


products for Atari computers 


FastCopy PRO and Fonty) we 
would © be commissioning and 
publishing many of the new and 


es 5 


ing. Would ‘you covermount a 


program that enabled users to 
make compilations of copy- 


: ‘protected games? > 


‘The major complaint comes 
from the following sentence 
from the subscribers’ flyer that 
"accompanies the disk: “So now 
you'll be able to organise your 
gross breaches of copyright to a 
professional I level - it I'm allowed 


to say that?” Trenton, you do 


know that Editors are allowed to 
delete sentences as well as 
adding witty asides? 


‘Fact: despite what it says in 


the Tape Squeezer text-file, the 
‘copyright warnings on CDs are 
‘invariably very explicit and make 
no exceptions for home record- 
ing or any other breaches of 
copyright. There is no ambiguity 
there - any copying at all is a 
breach of copyright. 

Yes, we know that everyone 
does: it, but how the hell do you 


vege Paatater andr empuaredon ter 
_ Wonder Disk. So don’t turn to page 85! 


when the biggest selling ST mag- 


‘azine prattles on about how it is 


helping its readers to “organise 
your breaches of copyright to a 
professional level”. 


For the last eight years we at | 
the FaST Club (née ST Club) have 


been publishing low-cost soft- 


ware for the ST market. Within a 


week or so of any product launch 
we invariably get reports that 


copies are circulating on pirate 


BES systems and on disks of 
‘cracked software’. If we had 
received just ten per cent of the 
revenue lost when users illegally 
copy and use our programs (such 
as Imagecopy, Mouse Tricks, 


interesting programs that you 
bemoan the lack of on the 
reverse of the Wonder Disk flyer 
that’ 's sent out to subscribers. 
I'm not saying that every 
issue of ST FORMAT should con- 
tain a two-page spread on the 


evils of software Piracy — a smat- 
tering of anti-piracy messages lit- 


tered around each issue is much 
more effective at making your 
readers think about the conse- 
quences of their actions. With so 
few active souls left in the Atari 
market we need all the help we 
can get from big influential 
organs like yours. How about 
urging readers to go through 


STF 63). Zone distribution do not 
handle KCS Omega any longer and 
Tiger Cub is not distributed by 
MCMXCIX. All Dr T products, with 
the exception of KCS Omega 2, are 
distributed by Key Audio Systems, 
Unit BD, Robjohn’s Road, Chelms- 
ford, Essex, CM1 3AG @ 01245 
344001. KCS Omega 2 is handled 
by Avalon Music developments (ie 
yours truly). | also provide all tech- 
nical and educational support for 
all Dr T's programs throughout 
Europe. The reader offer for 
Omega 2 still stands, and you can 
still get technical support on the 
Cover Disk from me. AMD is now 
based at: 23a Northload Street, 
Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9JJ 
@ 01458 831457. Readers can also 
avail themselves of a free demo 
version of Omega 2 from AMD on 
inclusion of a blank disk and return 
postage — and they'll get full techni- 
cal support to boot. 

Just in case people think 
Omega is only for weirdos and 
techno-freaks (well it is but don’t 
shout about it too much!) it has 


their disk collections and either 
buy or delete programs that they 
have not bought legally? With so 
many software packages appear- 
ing on Cover Disks, some quid- 
ance (and fists?) on the 
difference between freely distrib- 
utable versions of programs and 
commercial versions could be 
useful. Programs like 7st Word 
and %st Word Pius, FastCopy 3 
and FastCopy PRO, are regularly 
confused, with users inadver- 
tently distributing commercial 
software as if it were freeware. 
Regards, 

Paul Glover, FaST Club 


stf First Paul, 


apologies for 
cutting the second half of your 


letter where you a) say nice 
things about the mag and b) 
prove that | can’t count, but |! 
really wanted to address the 
points you raise. 

Yes, copying CDs to tape is 
breach of copyright. The Tape 
Squeezer though is not a utility 
that suddenly makes this possi- 
ble - which is what disk-copying 


been used on Murder Most Horrid, 
The Ruby Wax Show, Alexei 
Sayle’s Stuff, Steven Berkoff's 
West End show and is currently 
doing its thang in Stomp on 
Broadway. 

Chas Stoddard, 
Glastonbury 


stf: Sorry about the slip 
there and thanks for letting 
us Know that the upgrade 
offer on KCS Omega (on Cover 
Disk 54 - see page &5 if you missed 
it) still stands. Offering a complete 
Desktop music MIDI system, it’s 
one of the best ST FORMAT Cover 
Disks ever. And with the offer to 
upgrade to Omega 2 for just £99 it 
also offers a saving of a mere £176. 
Like, wow! 


It’s alivel 
—_—_—— Dear ST FORMAT 
Great stuff - how to buy 
second-hand -— let's grab 
the goodies! But surely 
spares aren't going to get expen- 
sive for a few years yet - | was 
even thinking that the ST might 
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utilities that enabled you to 
make backups of protected soft- 
ware are - it merely enables you 
to organise the order of tracks 
from the CD, should you decide 
to do so. Also, as a shareware 
product its usefulness is drasti- 
cally limited to a number of 
(dreadful) CDs. H you want the 
full version, you have to register. 
We were merely informing ST 
owners of this software's exis- 
tence and giving them a chance 
to test it before registering. 

| must admit that | hadn't 
fully considered this tssue from 
your particular standpoint when | 
approved Tape Squeezer’s inclu- 
sion on the disk. ST FORMAT 
doesn't condone computer, 
audio, video or high seas piracy 
in any form and it is regrettable 
that we could be perceived as 
promoting it. Similarly while I 
would quite happily put a 
National Lottery or Football pre- 
dictor program on the disk (any- 
one out there got one?) | would 
be concerned if anybody took 
this as an incitement to gamble. 


ee a L 
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enjoy something of a revival on the 
back of the Jaguar. Our local com- 
puter store had a IMByte STFM 
with Discovery Pack for just £167 
alongside the Jaguar in its window. 
With a high street price tag as low 
as that and with the Jaguar offer- 
ing Atari some street cred there 
just has to be an ST renaissance -a 
computer for the price of a console 
and with absolutely stacks of cheap 
software available. 

Alan Hancock, Rotheram 


stf: Too right! And long may it 
continue. With the Jaguar making 
waves (even Sega have noticed, 
see the news story on page 11) and 
the ST at brilliantly low prices Atari 
is looking like rather an attractive 


choice for those people looking for 


silicon entertainment. 


We’re all doomed! 

—— ; Dear Trenton 
Could you please tell 
me, are the Doom 


episodes coming out for 

the ST? If so how much will they 
be? If not, why not? 

Robert Marsh, Rugby 


format to see Wolfen- 
stein, Doom and Doom 
2. The only other for- 
mats that currently fea- 


@ Hf you've just got an 
ST pack you're going to 
need stacks of back 
isaues. Page 85 time! 


As for my comment - and the 
“organise your breaches of copy- 
right...” line was one I personally 
added - it was deliberately sar- 
castic, intended to remind users 
of the fact that they would be 
breaching copyright laws by 
using the software. Tape 
Squeezer is a clever piece of cod- 
ing and great fun to play around 
with, which was enough to merit 
inclusion on the subscribers" 
Wonder Disk. 

You are correct about the | 
problems faced by shareware, 
licenceware and othernameware 
products. There is without doubt 
piracy on a large scale. In fact it 
is an issue we are already look- 
ing into and will be running a full 
feature in the January issue. As 
one of the country's foremost ST 
publishers you have obviously 
suffered in this respect and the 
journalist compiling the report 
will be in contact soon for your 
input, opinions and ideas on the 
matter. Anyway cheers for the 
plug for our subscribers’ letter 
and disk. 


stf: Sadly the Jaguar 
will be the only Atari 


ture them are the PC 
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EDBACK 


8 Wolfenstein on the Jag. Full review 
in STF 64. Turn to page 85 to order... 


and SNES. The games were cre- 
ated on the PC and use some 
pretty specific PC code, and as 
such are hard to convert. The 
SNES can do Doom bécause it’s 
got a Mode 7 background scaling 
chip that eats this kind of game for 
breakfast, and the Jaguar is so 
porky that it can actually do all the 
calculations without the aid of spe- 
cialist hardware. It would take 
some major work to get the format 
to work on any other system. The 
nearest you'll get is Des Lasers Et 
Des Hommes, a shareware game 
on the Falcon, and Robinson's 
Requiem (see page 54 for the full 
Falcon review, or ST FORMAT 64 
for the ST version). 


We want answers! 
—_—— Dear Feedback, 
Since you like to print 
13 issues per year could 
you please think about 
printing all your ST Answers in 
along with all your DIY projects 
since issue one? Not only would it 
be a great read but it would also 
be a lot easier than having to go 
hunting through all my copies. 
Barry Taylor, Huddersfield 


stf: Erm, yes. Last year we did 13 
issues, but this year we're doing 
12. However this doesn’t mean 
you'll be disappointed. Clive Parker 
has been slaving over a hot word 
processor to bring you a book that 
contains — wait for it — the best of 
ST Answers! It will be available in 
the next few months on our reader 
offer pages. Keep an eye out for it 
— there’ll be some killer Cover Disk 
software to go with it as well. 


ST vs Jag Il 
—_— Dear ST FORMAT 
| was reading Feedback 
in the September issue 
of ST FORMAT when | 
came across a letter entitled ST vs 
Jag. Being interested in the Jaguar 
| took a look and found that | 
couldn't agree more with Dr and 
Mrs L Jacobs. 
| note your comment that 
“ST FORMAT is by definition an ST 
magazine”. So why, if it is an ST 


ISSUE 65 ST FORMAT $7. 
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33. ST FORMAT ISSUE 


Dear Editor 

ST IN DISGUISE BY Simon Forrester, 
ST FORMAT, Nov, 1994 

System Solutions is the most active 
publisher of hardware and software 
for Atari computers in the UK. In 1994 
we have already published more than 
ten new products with many more to 
follow. By consistently supporting the 
Atari market, we have grown to be the 
market leader. 

However, the amount of space 
given by ST FORMAT in reporting on 
new products has always been inade- 
quate and many products have never 
been mentioned. 

We hoped that the recent and 
complete change of editorial staff 
would result in positive action. But the 
opposite appears to be the case. The 
language used by your staff writer 
Simon Forrester in his feature “ST IN 
DISGUISE” is unfair, defamatory and 
shows poor command of English. We 
feel that the content of this feature is 
damaging to our good name and have 
passed it on to our solicitors. 

Our complaint centres around: 

1) The DeskTopper is a_ cleverly 
designed replacement top for all 
STFM, STE and Falcon computers. To 
call it “a new lump of metal” is an 
insult to Lighthouse, the designers and 
manufacturers in Germany. 

2) To claim that with the DeskTopper 
fitted “the whole lot will probably giv- 
ing (sic) off enough of an electromag- 
netic field to bring aeroplanes down" 
is an unsubstantiated and untrue 
claim. Anyone familiar with the princi- 
pal of the Faraday cage will know that 
placing a metal cover on a computer 
reduces the electromagnetic radiation 
substantially. Surely this is reason why 
Atari fits a metal shell around their 
computers? lf Mr Forrester had made 
an effort to read the manual, he would 
have discovered that the original metal 


magazine, do you devote such a 
large part of it to the Falcon? | 
know that it has the same case as 
an SI but inside it is different. 
Either keep the magazine exclusive 
to STs or include more than one 
page for the Jaquar. 

Simon Newton, Lancaster 


stf: The Falcon is a TOS-based 
computer, hence it can be consid- 
ered one of the ST ‘family’, which 
explains the machine's coverage. 
The Jaguar as yet is an untried for- 
mat, and this coming Christmas 
will be its big chance. As its fate is 
critical for the continued success of 
Atari and may even spawn a whole 
new generation of computers, we 
believe it is of interest to 

ST users, which should —= 
help explain our regular }\ ~ 
updates on its sales and | 
software. The primary 
interest of both ourselves 
and, we believe, the vast 
majority of our readership 
is in TOS-based machines. 
Hence these machines get 
the majority coverage in 
ST FORMAT. 


——— 
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shell remains. Another two metal lay- 
ers of the DeskTopper will undoubt- 
edly improve the computer's 
electromagnetic radiation specifica- 
tion. 

Incidentally, we know of no case 
where an Atari computer (modified, 
open or standard) has caused aero- 
planes to crash. This would be a very 
serious matter indeed, as it was when 
the use of a portable telephone caused 
the recent fatal helicopter crash in 
Scotland. 

3) Why do you tell your readers to 
“avoid the DeskTopper - it's a health 
risk"? This is another unsubstantiated 
claim. We are very pleased with this 
new addition to our product range. 
The DeskTopper offers Atari users 
space to fit add-ons such as accelera- 
tors, PC emulators and graphic cards, 
not to mention its platform which can 
house a floppy disk, exchangeable and 
fixed hard disks, including a second 
mains power supply. The DeskTopper 
is very flexible and good value for 
money. 

4) No mention of FreeKeys, the key- 
board kit is a serious omission. This ts 
a separate item available for £39.95. 
The DeskTopper and FreeKeys are cur- 
rently available on offer together for 
£99.95 including VAT. Your picture, 
and the omission of any mention of 
FreeKeys, is misleading to your read- 
ers. These facts and other options are 
clearly stated on your DeskTopper 
leaflet which Mr Forrester should have 
read thoroughly to get his facts right. 
Another way to avoid problems of this 
nature would have been to do a final 
price check in a similar manner to ST 
Review. 

| have chosen to write a personal 
letter rather than leaving this matter in 
our solicitor’s hands, because | feel 
that it would be a disservice to your 
readers to waste resources in legal 


Job Finder 
- Dear Mr Webb 

\As the manager of 
Transparent Dreams PDL 
| | would like to congratu- 
late Simon and Nick on their 
reviews in Public Sector. They are a 
lot better than before. 

| will be starting college soon 
and | am going to study for a BTEC 
National Diploma in Media Studies. 
Will | have a good chance of get- 
ting a job on a magazine with this? 
Simon Osborne, Manchester 
PS Where has Jonathan Nash dis- 
appeared to? 


| 


stf: [hanks for the comments on 
PD, we try our best. As for the 


wrangles which could include com- 
plete withdrawal of our review mater- 
ial and advertising. 

We challenge you to substantiate 
your claims and expect you to publish 
this letter in full. | hope you will 


retract the defamatory content in your 
next issue. 

We will monitor future issues of 
ST FORMAT with particular attention 
to editorial content. | sincerely hope 


that we will see an improvement. Your 
readers deserve a higher quality of 
journalism. 

Karl Brandt, System Solutions. 


St¥: Karl, thank you for your fetter. 
First can | just reiterate the fact that 
we really liked the DeskTopper. We 
awarded it 80% and commented in 
conclusion that it was “One nice neat 
box” and that “Everything's easily 
accessible”. We liked it. It is good. As 
for your more specific points, | will 
address them individually. 

1) ‘Lump’ was a deliberately downbeat 
way of describing the constituent 
parts of the DeskTopper and | agree 
that rt sounds particularly harsh when 
taken out of context. When you read 
the whole sentence, however, the 
point of this ‘dowdy description 
becomes clear. “With this new lump of 
metal, you can turn your old, dirty, 
damaged ST into a smart, sharp and 
tidy set of steel boxes with all the 
ports and disk drives handy at all 
thmes and lots of space available.” The 
intention was to show a transforma- 
tron using this device: Jump A + old, 
dirty B = smart, sharp C. And it is the 
result that is important. 

#2) You are absolutely right. The addi- 
tron of extra metal in the DeskTopper 
decreases the amount of electromag- 
netic radiation. Our joking inference 
that such emissions could potentially 
increase was absolutely wrong. Our 


career advice, yes, any qualifica- 
tions — especially in relevant fields 
- 4 la Media Studies - will stand 
you in good stead. There is how- 
ever no guaranteed route into mag- 
azine journalism. Nick (our most 
recent recruit) studied for a History 
degree and was an ST fanatic; 
Simon was a freelance program- 
mer and voluntary worker before 
he landed a job on Amstrad Action; 
Jill worked for a PC manufacturer 
and | worked in the offices of Avon 
County Council! Just write when- 
ever you get the chance — for local 
newspapers, the college magazine, 
anything, and then you'll have a 
good portfolio of work to impress 
everybody with. 

PS Upstairs! 


apologies, once again. 

3) This again depends on the context. 
If this were the closing sentence in 
itself, it would be wrong - the Desk- 
Topper in no way represents a physical 
health risk. However, when viewed in 
the context of both the sentence it 
was taken from and the paragraph it 
concluded, the reason for this clause‘s 
inclusion becomes clear. The intention 
was to make it clear that the DeskTop- 
per in kit form requires you to take 
your machine (to a minor extent) to 
pieces. While such disassembly would 
cause no qualms to many ST owners, 
it would terrify others. 

The aim of this paragraph was to 

outline both the reasons why you 
would want to buy a DeskTopper and 
the reasons why you should give such 
a purchase thought. Simon's logic was 
that if the idea of taking the lid off of 
your ST doesn't cause anxiety attacks 
and you're sick of awkward ports, 
insufficient expansion space etc then 
you should “get a DeskTopper immedi- 
ately”. If the thought of unscrewing 
the casing of your machine makes you 
“unhappy” though, then it becomes “a 
health risk”. In retrospect this phrase 
can be misconstrued and perhaps 
Simon would have been better advised 
to use “it’s scary”. The real error was 
in not mentioning the installation ser- 
vice offered by System Solutions. 
4) Again you are right. The picture 
showed Freekeys and did not mention 
them, just as the price quoted did not 
mention them. This was an oversight, 
which we can correct now. The stand- 
alone DeskTopper costs £69.95. Stand- 
alone FreeKeys costs £39.95. Bundled 
together they cost £99.95. System 
Solutions offer a fitting service the 
various permutations of the DeskTop- 
per/FreeKeys range, prices are avail- 
able on request - it varies from system 
to system. 


Ziuqdrow 

— Dear ST FORMAT 

| Wordquiz 4 (STF 61) - | 
‘am able to copy, unpack 
1and load this software 
but when it comes to running the 
disk, the whole thing just seizes up 
and | get two bombs on screen. | 
have tried to run the program 
through a RAMdisk with plenty of 
memory but all | get is the same 
two bombs. | have an STFM 520 
with 2.5MBytes of RAM, a separate 
IMByte DSDD and | used new, 
branded disks. 


stf: Sorry about that. It was dis- 
covered after the disk was com- 
piled that Wordquiz used the 
blitter, a chip which most STFM’s 
don't have. Nick is testing a ‘blitter- 
less’ version for a future Cover Disk 
as we speak. Here's hoping! stf 
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1 NORTH MARINE ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE YO12 7EY TEL: 0723 376586 


30 CONSTRUCTION BIT 
ADDAMS FAMILY .......22.-.2-25:-ee ees 7-99 
CHAS ERMSIME 22.0... .ccccccieas 15-99 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER END OF 
SEASON DATA DISK ..........2....... 12.99 
D DAY [1 MEG) .........cc.cccceesueees o-99 
F29 RETALIATIOR ...2..00sc-accseeeeceees 9-99 
G TAYLOR SOCCER MAMAGER 
GRAHAM GOOCH 
WORLD CLASS CRICKET........... 10-99 
GRAHAM GOOCH SECOND INNINGS &-99 
IMT RUGEY CHALLENGE 0.0.0.0... 9.499 
JIMMY CONNORS .occcccsssscresansessnes OF 
KID GLOVES. 2 os ensssserscsssaveessvenseenne dt FF 
KIDS ACADEMY (READING, SPELUNG, 
PATTERN PUZZLES) 4-8 YEARS ...9-79 
LIVERPOOL ween 


NIGEL MANSELL 
NODOYS PLAYTIME SYR .....0... 7 
PACIFIC ISLANDS .....0ccsccseeeeeeeceas 8-99 
PARASOL STARS ..occcccsccsseeeeeuceus eh) 
PROTMOMARY ....cccccccccccccsecccecaueas ak 
POPULOUS/PROWMISED LANDS oc cce ae He 
POTSWAORTH & CO)... ces seeene. 6-99 
POWERMONGER VART oo... 00-99 
PREMIER MANAGER 2 14-99 
REACH FOR THE SKIES..........-..- 10-99 
RUGBY LEAGUE COACH [I MEG) 18.99 
SENSIBLE SOCCER oo. cccccueece eee |e 
SHADOW ORLDS .. | 
SHOE PEQPLE |EARLY LEARNING 
SOFTWARE) 4-4 YEARS... vee LF 
SIM CITY TERRAIN EDITOR... 99 
SLEEPUMALKER .....cecceeceecceteeerenee 99 


THE GAMES |1 MEG) “eee 1 O99 


THEIF FINEST HOUR . woke 
THE SIMPSONS = BART VS THE 


WORLD CLASS LEADERBOARL.......4. 
WORLD RIMGBY ..ccccnrecrererccrcenes : 
ZOOL (NOT BOOKED) .........c00.00 0.08 


THOMAS THE TANK ENGIME 142 ...12-99 


LOWEST PRICED Top QUALITY 
RIBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKS 
Printer Ribbons 


BLACK 
Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 
Amstrad DMP 400M) 
Amstrad PCW8256/8512/LQ3500 
Brother MLOOS/ 1024/1 1096/1209 
Citizen L20D/LSP1IO/Swift 24/9 2785 2:70 240 2.30 
Commodore MPS 1720/1730 4350 4.55 4.15 3.95 
Epson LQ100 4.10 3.95 3.75 3.55 
Epson LO400/3500/800/350 3.45 3.30 3.10 2.90 
Epson FA/MX/RMSOVFMULXBOQO 709 23.75 2.55 235 
Epson FX MXJRXIOVFAUMX 1000 3346 3.2] 3.01 2.31 
Epson LX&0/86/90 212 LO Vay Ley 
Mannesmann Tally 80/81 3.90 3.75 3.55 3.35 


lof & 
280 2.65 245 
366 351 331 
285 270 2.50 
3.90 3.75 


s+ 10+ 
£0) 
3.11 
2.30 
$55 3.35 


BLACK 
Panasonic KXP] 123/1124/1140 
Panasonic KXP IOS 1 180/90 1992 
Panasonic KXP2123/2180 
Seikosha SLOQV/9295 
Star LC LOS0/ 100 
Star LC?00 
Star LC24-10/200 
Taxan Kaga KPSIO/SIS/910/915 3 

LOUR 

Cinzen Swift 24 
Panasonic KAPSI23/2180 
Siar LC 1O/20/100 


12.81 12.66 12.46 172.06 
10.63 10.48 10.28 9.88 
6.00 3.85 5.65 5.25 


NEC Pinwriter P2200 3.03 2.88 268 248 Star LC200 
OKI ML182/183/192/193/195 = 3.17 3.02 282 2.62 Star LC24-10/200 


Ring For Ribbons Not Listed, 


9.78 9.63 9.43 9.03 
9.63 9.48 9.28 8.88 


M1 TANE PLATOON» 
MCDONALD LAND .......-..-2.--22-+- 6-99 


STREETFMSHTER Mf] (1 MEG) .........8-99 


SUPREMACY . al 099 PACMANIAFPRACLAND 
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Inkjets, Ink Refills & Toners 
Canon B)-10/20 Cartridge 
Commodore MPS1270 Cartridge 
HP Deskjet Canndgze (Double Cap) 
HP Deskjet Tri-Colour Cartridge 
HP Thinkjet Quietpet Canndgze 


HP I Des skjet Tri-Colour Cartridge Refill 16.00 each 
Inkjet Refills (Twin Packs) for Canon BI-10/20, B)300, HP 
Deskjet. Available in Black, Cyan, Magenta Yellow, Red, 
Blue, Brown, Light Green, Dark Green and Gold., 

1 Pack £11.00, 2+Packs £10.00 ea, 5+ Packs £9.95 ea 

HP Laserjet [1/1 Toner Cartridge 44.51 each 
HP Laserjet IIP/TUP Toner Canndge 53.14 each 


Ring For Inkjets & Toners Not Listed. 


CPU & Monitor Dust 
Monitor Dust Cover 
20 Column Printer Dust Cover 
Amiga 500 Dust Cover 

Amiga 60) Dust Cover 

Amiga 1200 Dust Cover 


31/2" Disks & Disk Boxes 
DS/DD DS/HD ct ak 

i 24.24 each 
278.89 each 
17.13 each 


10 Disks 
25 Disks 
50 Disks 
100 Disks 
| 250 Disks 
500 Disks & 145 
Preformatted (MS-DOS) disks available at 2p extra/disk. 
All Disks Certified 100% Error Free and 
INCLUDE FREE Labels. 


Miscellaneous Items 
Roll 1000 31/2" Disk Labels Bb. 
31/2" Disk Cleaning Kit 2.99 
Parallel Printer Cable (1.8m) 3.99 
Mouse Mat z oo 


100 Cap. 
Lockable 
Disk Box 
£5.99 
with 
orders of 
410+ 


KID PACK 
POSTMAN PAT, COUNT DUCKULA, THE MONSTERS... 


; Bh Bh Bh Bn 
E 2 


F16é COMBAT PILOT, WELLTRIS, TURBO OUTRUN, 

TTALLA 1990, DOUBLE DRAGON Mo. ctcesccer erence eee AF KIDS RULE OK 

BIG BOX 2 POSTMAN PAT 3, POPEYE 2, SOOTY & SWEEP 

| BACK TO THE FUTURE 3, ISS, R-TYPE, SIMBAD, MAX 
PREDATOR 2/TV SPORTS FOOTBALL, BOMBUZAL, RAMPAGE, TURRICAN Il, ST DRAGON, SWIV, NIGHT SHIFT 

| KING OF CHICAGO, DEFENDERS OF THE EARTH SPORTS COLLECTION 

PRO TENMIS, 'ORLD CUP SOCCER, RUM THE GAUNTLET 9-99 

SUPER, SUPER HEROES 

LAST MIKUA 2, STRIDER 2, INDIAMA, JONES LAST CRUSADE, 

JAMES BOND SPY WHO LOVED ME 


BOARD GENIUS 
CLUIEDO, SCRABBLE RISK .....:.0-cccecccseecpsssensscecsens 10-99 = 
Cover 


BUMPER PACK 
JAWS, GRAND PRIX, HIGH STEEL, CROSSBOW ......... 7-99 
| CARTOON COLLECTION 
| TREASURE ISLAND DIZZY, CJ°S ELEPHANT ANTICS, 
SLIGHTLY MAGIC, SPIKE IN TRANSILVANIA, 


| SEYMOUR GOES TO HOLLYWOOD ooo. cecessceeceeceeeue ae 


THE GREATEST 
JIMMY WHITE, LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS, SHUTTLE ... 


THE WIHHINS TEAM 

APS, KLAX, CYBERBALL, VINDICATORS, ESCAPE FROM 
FLIGHT COMMAND THE PLANET OF THE ROBOT MONSTERS ........000000000- 6.99 
ELIMINATOR, STRIKE FORCE HARRIER, SKY CHASE, ara 


LANCASTER SKYFOX @ . vo BD 


HIGH EMERGY LOTUS 1 _9 -3 
HORTH & SOUTH, TIM TIN OM THE MOON, £10.99 
FIRE AND FORGET, TEENAGE QUEEN, HOSTAGES ...10-4 : — 
GAMES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PLEASE MOTE - A PHOHWE CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER. ORDERS UNDER £5.00 ADD 50P 
POSTAGE + PACKING. CHEQUES + POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD GAMES. PLEASE ALLOW 7 DAY'S FOR 
DELIVERY. OVERSEAS ORDERS PLEASE ADD £9.00 PER ITEM. EEC OR WORLD. 


Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 276, Owl House, 
5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE 


Official Government & Educational orders welcome 


SPECIAL OFFER 


; THE TROJAN PHAZER GUN 
; (FOR THE ATARI ST/STE) 


il Enter a new phase of computer entertainment with the 

Trojan Lightphazer. Unleash your imagination and take up 
iy the challenge of the two action-packed games included in 
the pack:- 


ST PUBLIC - 
TRIED T, 


SOUTE 


TRY TH. 


T COMPANY NOW GOING N 
USTOMERS FOR 

DER FORM ET 
LY ALL DISKS Ni 


ER DIS 


ATALOGUE. FOR FULL 
SouTH West Pustic DOMAIN (DEPT RH), PO Box 89, 
PLYMOUTH, DEVON PLI 3YR 
LOADS MORE OFFERS IN OUR CATALOGUE 


ORLD WIDE. 
ONLY FROM 
OFFER FOR 


Enter a new phase 
In Computer 
entertainment 
with the 
Trojan Phazer. A 
challenge of skill 
and accuracy for 
all ages. Unleash 
your imagination!!! 


ADVERTISER’ S INDEX 


1ST COMPUTER CENTRE | KEY PD 

ANALOGIC COMPUTERS ........ 14 | LAPD . ; 

ARNOR LTD | LADBROKE c SOMPUTING 
ASCITLUM MT SOFTWARE .. 


SKEET SHOOT: Travel the world and attempt to complete 
| "The International Pro Skeet Shoot". Try to better your score, 
or compete against a friend in your bid to become World 
if Champion. 


i ORBITAL DESTROYER: Reach for your Pulse Laser and blast 


the aliens as you fight to save the planet Earth! Be careful, BOOKS - l _ 1a ; 
y your ammunition supply is limited - if you run out the Earth : J 77 YY. OWL ASSOCIATES 

will be doomed. Sale te acergen t | pOWER COMPUTING 

7 ASPLAN SOFTWARE | . 
| RRP £39799 OUR PRICE £12.99 + £2.50 P.P COOMBE VALLEY SOFTWARE | 84 | PREMIER MAIL ORDER 
j ADDITIONAL PHAZER GAMES:- FIRE STAR RRP £48-99 OUR PRICE £6.99 | DART COMPUTERS ee re eer as 5 + 2" 
ER RRP £49-99 fee pen TED 4 ees 2 | SOFTWARE FIRST | 
ENFORCER RRP £44-99 OUR PRICE £6.99 aTAGEM ETD | 
1 PHAZER GUNS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR THE COMMODORE AMIGA (ALL MODELS) RRP £39-99 IEVERGLADE ras | SOUTH WEST PD 
OUR PRICE £14.99, THE AMSTRAD 464/6128 RRP £24-99 OUR PRICE £12.99 AND Suen GTetrinece SERRTICEE - STELLAR ATARI ST CLUB 

j THE SPECTRUM + 2A/3A RRP £29-99 OUR PRICE £12.99 | ene RINE TECHNGCCCIESEER IN Steen SOLUTIONS 


PLEASE ADD £2.50 FOR POSTAGE AND PACKING FOR THE ABOVE ITEMS : THE UPGRADE SHOP 


| TITAN DESIGNS LTD 

| TRADING POST ..... 

| TUMBLEVANE PDL 

| WIZARD GAMES .. sine oot 
(SORTS oplyiyul 2 Peconic 67 


eee PDL .. 
j All orders by return: Cheques/Visa/Access/POs i 


TRADING POST 
' Victoria Road, Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 SAF == 
Tel/Fax (01952) 462135 
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> Winning 


v5 picture of an angry little 
co ogre. Again, he turned to 


extensive tools the package 
offers, and left the rest to his 
artistic side. Man. 

Working in a different order 
to last month's contribution, 
Paul started with the ogre itself 
as opposed to the background, 
spending most of his time get- 

ting the ogre's body 


Remember the werewolf from 
} last month's Pixel Painting? 
yet more cash 
(jammy  blighter), Paul 
Matson of Cheshire 


Ag has produced this groovy 


Canvas for the 


Now we don't want to denigrate newsagents in any way 
here, but don't you find that they've always sold out of 
ST FORMAT by the time you get there? And when you do 
reserve your copy of ST FORMAT, the newsagent 
either forgets or he conscientiously keeps a copy of 
== j.C FORMAT (or some other such tacky publication) 
w= — for you instead. 

But you can avoid such confusion. lf you want 
to make sure you get your copy on time and in per- 
fect condition, cut out the form below and hand it 

to your newsagent. If they get it wrong after that, 
= ~—s._s give up. 
. | Alternatively, you could subscribe. Skip along 
to page 56 and see what an excellent idea it is to 
get your issue not only early, but unmauled by 
_ smutty schoolboy hands. And with lots of wonder- 
ful extras like the Wonder Disk. 


Ball ey 


Cut out this form (or a photocopy) and hand it to your newsagent 
Please reserve/deliver ST FORMAT each month, beginning with the 
January issue, which is on sale Tuesday 13 December 1994. 


Name 
Address 


Phone number 


To the newsagent: ST FORMAT is published by 
Future Publishing = 0225 442244 (Circulation) 


RESERVE YOUR COPY 
NOW! 


outline and proportions exactly 
as he wanted them. 

Next, he went to work on the 
more complicated parts, filling in 
the fine detail, changing the 
palette, adding extra shading and 
colouring in textured areas such 
as the club. As a point of inter- 
est, the club was defined using 
Canvas’ K-line facility, drawing 
lots of thin lines to give the 
impression of grainy wood. 

The backdrop for the charac- 
ter, the cave, was drawn using 
the Spray function, working 
mainly with greys. After getting 
this effect right, the ogre was 
pasted on to the final image and 
that was that. 

Congratulations again, Paul. 
£25 is winging itself your way. 


WE HAVE A WINNER 


WHEN READING ST FORMAT, YOU 
may occasionally come across a 
piece of cardboard asking your 
opinion of the magazine you're 
reading. When you fill out this form 
and send it off, you're automatically 
entered into a prize draw, in which 
you can win £100-worth of software 
for your ST. Every month, one lucky 
customer wins the prize, and this 


eee eee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee | 


WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE COMMS 
scene with the kind of hindsight we 
have here in the Twilight Zone, you 
realise that the entire Internet, the 
thousands of miles of fibre optic 
cabling, the gigabytes of informa- 
tion, and the thousands of electronic 
mailings, were all devised for one 
purpose only - smileys :-). The cul- 
ture’s so popular that there’re now 
hundreds of different smileys. 

And so it's competition time. 
With a closing date of 13 December, 
it's “design your smiley’ time. 
Design the best smiley ever, scrib- 
ble it on the back of a postcard or a 
stuck-down envelope, and send it 
to: Keep Smiling, ST FORMAT, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon, BA1 


reader, Mr D Gilson of Notting- 
ham, who's won the cream of the 
crop of ST software. 

We offer this prize for a reason 
- we value your opinions on the 
magazine, and the forms are an 
easy way of getting the best idea of 
who our mass readership are and 
what they want. So if you want to 
get your hands on £100-worth of 


2BW. Alternatively, e-mail your 
entry to  stf@futurenet.co.uk. 
You'll need a few rules: 

* Entries without the entrant's name 
and address are invalid (it’s silly). 

« Standard ST characters only (1-0, 
A-Z, =-+!@ES%0"%&*":;", etc). 

* The editor's decision is final. 

« This is all a bit too serious really. 


In case you're interested, here are 
the ST FORMAT team's smileys: 


Trenty (biker) 

Jill (evil) 

Andy (punk) 

Sarah (asleep) 

Nick (bitter and twisted) 
simon (merry) 

Clive (broken nose) 


A division of 
SOFTWARE PLUS 


Britain's largest independent 
specialist retailer of 
computer games. 


Addams Family 
Air Support 
Alien Storm 
American Ice Hockey 
ANB Harmer Assault 

| Another World (1 Meg) 
B17 Flying Fortress 
Batman Returns 


Campaign 
NIT OCIS = 22 a2. pcopdeow canes sare inn 
Captain Planet 
| Carl Lewis Challenge 
Championship Manager '94 DD 
Champ Manager End of Season 
Championship Manager Italia .......................B17.99 
Chaos Engine 
Chariots of Wrath 
Cohort 
Colonels Bequest 
Crime Does Not Pay 
Cyodercon 3 


Dark Century 

Donalds Alphabet Chase 

Epic ; 
European Football Champions 


FC Manager 

Fiendish Freddy 

Fire and Forget 

Fire and Forget 2 

PROMOS EMS es os ca caacas caver ee ss eer arises £19.99 


Graham Souness Vector Soccer 
Hoyle Book of Games Vol 1 
Hoyle Book of Games Vol 2 

| Huckleberry Hound 


Tel: 0268 


Ishar Legend of the Fortress .............c.cccceseeuees 


Jungle Jim 
Kingmaker 
Kings Quest 4 


Cone ot gi ANAS Ae as ie A POR a WE ee £4.99 


Leisure Suit Larry 1 
Leisure Suit Larry 2 

Lotus 2 

Lure of the Temptress 
Manhunter New York 
Manhunter San Francisco 
McDonaldland 


Mickey's RUMAWaY ZOO 2.0.0.2... c ccc eccene eee sueeeees £4.99 


Offshore Warrior 
Parasol Stars 
Patrician 

Police Quest 1 
Police Quest 2 
Predator 
Prehistorik 

Premier Manager ? 
Prince of Persia 


Ringside 

Robinsons Requiem *.. 

Rugby League Coach* 

Scrabble 

Secret of Monkey Island (1 Meg) 
Sensible Soccer Intl Edition 
Sensible World of Soccer * 
Shuttle * 

Sim City and Populous 

Skyhigh Stuntman 


Space Crusade 

Space Quest ¥ 

Space Quest 3 
Speedball 2 

Street Fighter 2 (1 Meg) 
Striker No.9 


Super League Manager * 
Super League Soccer 
Super Space Invaders .. 
Tactical Manager 


725500. 
Fax: 0268 590076 


Established 


Winning Team 
World Cup USA "94 
WWF European Rampage 


Cheetah Bug 

Logic 3 Delta Ray 

Logic 3 Quattro 
Quickjoy Jetfighter 
Quickshot Maverick 1 
Quickshot Python 
Speecking Autofire 
Zipstick Super Pro 

Logic 3 Freewneel Disital 


Speecdlmouse LOGIC 3 oo... ccc ccc ce ene essence enh IBLQ9 


3.9" Disk Box holds 40 


WAEISE WARE bs 00, cits tucea Weova eh Oy eunea MG chads sere ses £1.99 


Lightwave Joystick Extension (ead 
Lightwave Joystick Splitter 
Lightwave Co Axial Plug 


ADI English 13 - 14 

ADI English 14 - 15 

ADI French 17 - 12 

ADI French 12 - 13 

ADI French 13 - 14 

ADI French 14 - 15 

ADI Maths 13 - 14 

Fun School 2 under 6 years 
Fun School 2 6 - 8 years 
Fun School 2 over 8 years 
Fun School 4 under 5 years 


Fun School 4 5 - 7 years ............... pak rh Bh a £90.99 


Fun School 4 7 - 11 years 


First Word Plus 


HOTTIE ACCOUNTS <5 occ ee cee cc ce ences cetecvescccesccces 


Home Accounts 2? . 


PRR Wnt aa dtd ack ene eR ee bee oe £49.99 


Timeworks 2 DTP 


Telephone 
PRICE 
PRICE 
PRICE 
POSTAGE 
TOTAL 


i «Lenclose a cheque/PO made payable to 


Software First or please debit my Access/ Visa: 


‘S00 S2 00 ae eee 


Seem 


On this month’s... 


—— 
q 


Learn to draw 
like the pros . 
with this | 

a0” ar slick art 
#- “ar from IDS. 


Football Annual - it’s the 
| statistics database and 
result predictor you need. 


a ha 
eeseeeceoeceeeeseeeeeeeseeeeeeee 6 a 


SLINGSHOT ‘so aS 


i: SE FG 
Forget your file eee bee 
Slingshot enables you to 
launch programs from 
your Desktop. Smart! IE 


FONT 
EDIT 2.5 


Redesign your 
Desktop font. 
Miake it more 
stylish, siepaeds 


TINYPRIN| ae 


Cram stacks of 
text on to one 
sheet of A4. It’s 
incredible and |) == iar) | A CE) Ca 
legible too! unregistered A ersion re | 


TE] OE] oD | 


Three hardcore 
blasts from the 
past - just play 
them. Go on! 


Discover | 


what time it 


is, anywhere | z | 
else in the a4 


world. Handy. ~ 


3 TF'S TOP ‘| () PROGRAMS! 


JETPAC 


Pure and simple 
arcade fun. The 
classic formula 
gets the 1990s 
treatment! 


, Backup ; and 
,Menu ‘programs =3 


